
2013 AYC FLEET CHALLENGE 
 

 
The coveted Bernstein-Brinkmann AYC Fleet Challenge perpetual trophy was 

competed for on Saturday, September 28th.  Not only is this event a chance for each 

Fleet at AYC to flex their muscle on the water but it is also the most important fund 

raising opportunity for the AYC Fund each year.   

 

A great group of AYC sailors gathered at the Rylander Pavilion and with the able 

assistance of the UT Sailing Team, all 18 FJ’s were rigged and readied for the event.  

Vic Manning graciously volunteered to run short, intercollegiate style races for the 

competitors.   

 

As is the tradition of the AYC Fleet Challenge, the fleet that raises the most money 

for the AYC Fund, up until the skippers meeting receives the finish of their donation 

rank in the “first race”.   As they usually do, the J 80 fleet came out of the blocks 

strong with their pre-race fundraising to take a first place in the first race, closely 

followed by the Catalina 22 fleet and with the RoadRunners and Multi-hulls 

making a good showing as well. 

 

On the water, the J 80’s made a their presence known led by the John & Claudia 
Bartlett.  The Laser fleet also performed well led by Dave Grogono skippering and 

his able crew Ravi Subramanian.  Doug and Madison Kern also had a great 

showing for the Laser Fleet until Madison decided she was hungry and needed a 

lunch break leading to a DNS in the final race on the water. 

 

Johannes Brinkmann was the big story with his excellent crew Masie Comen of 

the UT Sailing Team.  They sailed to a 3rd place on the water over the 7 race series 

and the Catalina 22’s also excelled in fundraising to enter into the last phase of the 

event in a strong second, only trailing the J 80 team. 

 

A new wrinkled added to the event this year allowed each competitor to buy a 

throw-out race, with no limit on how many purchased.  Each throw-out cost $500 

and the amounts raised from purchasing the throw-outs also counted towards any 

additional fund raising amounts raised by each fleet once the raising was over and 

the beer flowing.  A heavy rain shower sent the sailors to AYC Club House to 

determine which fleet would get their name on the prestigious Bernstein –
Brinkman AYC Fleet Challenge.  It really got interesting once we got inside! 

 

The J 80’s and Catalina 22 Fleet were going head-to-head with calculators 

whizzing trying to figure out how many throw-outs needed to be purchased in order 

to lower their score and at the same time increase the fund raising total to score the 

best final race finish.  At the end of the day, the Catalina 22 Fleet narrowly defeated 

the persistent J 80’s to capture the trophy. 

 



Much thanks to Bonnie and Keith Lackey for organizing the food and beverages for 

the event and to Jackie Wheeless and JoAnne Welles for helping collect the 

donations and help me keep track of it all.  And also, thanks to Vic Manning for 

running great races and the UT Sailing Team for helping with rigging and un-

rigging the FJ’s.   

 

With the incredible outpouring of support and generosity, the 2013 AYC Fleet 
Challenge raised almost $25,000 for the AYC Fund, and breaking our previous 

fund raising record of $21,000.  Thank you to all who participated and contributed. 

 

Here are the final results: 

Rank 
Fleet  Net Points  

Funds 

Raised 

      

1 Catalina 22  9   $5,750.00  

2 J 80 (1)  11   $5,450.00  

3 Laser (1)  21   $1,225.00  

4 J 24  44   $800.00  

5 J 80 (2)  53   -  

6 Laser (2)  58   -  

7 Multi-hull  70   $1,750.00  

8 J 22  80   $1,620.00  

9 Southcoast  81   $1,050.00  

10 Ensign  84   $2,320.00  

10 Catalina 22 (2) 84   -  

12 RoadRunner   86   $2,620.00  

13 Centerboard (1) 91   $250.00  

14 Keel Fleet  93   $1,325.00  

15 RoadRunner (2) 111                     -    

16 Centerboard (2) 114                     - 

17 Sunfish (DNS)    $300.00  

 Misc.     $200.00  

    Total  $24,660.00  

 

 

Scott Young 


