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Thank You, Turnback Race Committee
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From The Commodore
by John Morran

Summer Starts with a great event and some rain!
The 2014 edition of the Turnback Canyon Regatta
was a big success on and off the water. Nice
weather, great participation, fun party and about
4-5 feet of extra lake at the end of the weekend
was the perfect way to start our summer season
at AYC. A big thank you to all Race Committee
volunteers led by PROs Vic Manning, John Halter and Bill Records, the
Social Committee led by Pat Manning, the Roadrunner Fleet for cooking
lunch on Sunday, our AYC Staff, and especially Regatta Chair (and Vice
Commodore) Barry Bowden for all their hard work. Congratulations to all
the racers for getting on the water and keeping the Turnback Regatta a
highlight on the AYC racing calendar.
Thank you to Doug Casey for all his hard work at AYC. He worked late into
the night the Thursday before Turnback splitting his time between the
Board Meeting and getting the point ready with some new gravel, raced
hard all weekend and was back at AYC as soon as the rain stopped to get
the new Playscape installed.

BEFORE

AFTER

Vice Commodore Report
by Barry Bowden

The racing highlight of 2014 was this year’s Turnback
Canyon Regatta. We had 66 boats registered, which
included 14 centerboard boats from the Texas
Centerboard Circuit, and 13 AYC Roadrunners from the
junior fleet.
Turnback Canyon always draws some rain, but this
year the rain only helped to minimize the number of
power boats on the lake with the cloudy skies and cool weather. A couple of
light showers moved the band under the clubhouse for the party and another
shower or two made the evening a nice cool and very enjoyable night.
This regatta would not have been near as enjoyable without Pat Manning
taking care of the great Memorial Day decorations, the breakfast buffets, the
catered fish fry, and the great dessert contest, as well as other details that I
might have forgotten about.
The dessert contest was won by the Heitkoetter Family with their “Optis Take
the (cup) Cake” dessert which was an entire fleet of Optis sailing on a platter.

Photos by Deborah Mathison

Thanks to Doug and to THE AYC FUND for bringing this new Playscape to AYC.
Thank you to Coach Kate, Coach Kiel, Eric Rochard and the Sail Training
Team. They have all had a busy and very successful Spring running the Adult
Clinics, Roadrunner practices and everything else we ask them to do. They
are shifting gears for Summer Camp and PB&J – some slots remain open
so sign-up and tell your friends and neighbors about our summer sailing
options that are available to members and non-members.

Markus Heitkoetter finished up the day on Sunday by grilling about 100
burgers that were sold by the Roadrunner fleet. A pretty good weekend for
the junior sailors of racing and feeding hungry sailors.
The party on Saturday night was helped along by the presence of Sperry
Topsider from the Domain with a display and sales tent, donation of two

In addition to camps, Summer is packed with activities:
Fridays		
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Sundays		
June 14		
June 21		

Beer Can Races
Laser and Sunfish
Endless Summer Junior Series
Summer Series Races
SC 21 - Intergalactics
Centerboard Clinic

Coming in July & August – a new FJ Summer Series on Sunday Mornings
More events and detailed calendar info is available on the new AYC website.
Keep sailing!

continued next page
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kegs of beer by the Infamous Brewery located on Hudson Bend Road,
White Hat Rum donated by the distiller, the Lime Drop Steel Band, and
the Shoal Brothers with Wade Bingaman providing all you could ask for
in the way of entertainment and festivities.

The second clinic in May was the Women’s Clinic. We ended up having a
waiting list! A big thank you for all the volunteers involved, especially the
skippers who shared their boats: Linda McDavitt, Renee Ruais, Rosanne
Butera, Linda Donovan, Brigitte Rochard and Annie Lancaster.

Vic Manning and his race committee consisting of John Halter, Jen Schwan,
Rocky Hutchinson, Ted Smith, and Bob Mathison did a great job running
the three races done by the adult sailors. The two-race format on Saturday
with a race to the Lakeway area and a race back was popular. Bill Records
handled the Roadrunner races with Jeff Brock and Paul and Mary Carew.
John Grzinich, Ken Taylor and the new AYC website worked magic by
having most of the entries already registered before Saturday morning.
Thanks to everyone who registered early so that the Saturday morning
would not be such a crush.
Trophy winners were treated to works of art using fused glass created by Sun
Hi Casey. These trophies will be proudly displayed for a long time I suspect.
Our AYC staff of general manager Jackie Wheeless, sailing director Kate
Noble and groundskeeper Tom Cunningham did a great job helping with
all of the details that go into making a regatta an enjoyable experience.
Thank them when you see them for the great job they do for our Club.

Photos by Bill Records

SOCIAL COMMITTEE HELP WANTED
Pat Manning has a few openings available on the social committee due
to the loss of three of her valuable helpers. If you enjoy being at the
Club (but not necessarily racing), like margaritas or other refreshments,
enjoy the company of others while trying out new recipes and making old
favorites, then please contact Pat at pmbookkeeping@att.net and offer to
help out with the Austin Yacht Club Social Committee. She would love to
hear from you.

Sail Training Report
The AYC Board is committed to the support of AYC
Junior Sailing. Our first classes of Roadrunners have
“graduated” and are now actively sailing on the
Texas Circuit. Not only does the visibility of Austin
Yacht Club increase, but the Rylander Pavilion is
much more vibrant with the Wednesday evening
Junior Series in Optimist and Laser 4.7.

We have postponed our Match Racing Clinic. June is already a very busy
month and it was a conflict with the South Coast Intergalactics and the
Texas Circuit Stops in Corpus Christi.
The next clinic will be the Centerboard Clinic on June 21.
On the 12 of July, Bill Records will make the next Keel Boat Clinic
a special event. It will be followed up by a raft cruise and a Night
Navigation under the full Moon. If you have friends and/or co-workers
who are looking for an introduction to sailing and cruising do not hesitate
to share the AYC website link for this special event.

Beyond the educational aspect, Sail Training is a major contributor to
the social life of our Club. The start clinic, the junior coaching and the
women’s clinic have brought many newcomers on our ground. It is a great
pleasure to see that those events do not finish as soon as the boats are
de-rigged but that the participants are spending time in the Club in a
casual and friendly atmosphere.
Our first clinic on May 2 was well attended and Scott Young did an
outstanding presentation on the Strategic and Tactical aspects of Start.
The very light and flimsy air of the afternoon was quite challenging but
we managed to race several W1. The feedback of the participants was
outstanding and it was nice to see Junior and Senior on the same starting line.
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Women’s Clinic

Photos by Bill Records
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Sailing Director Report
by Kate Noble

There’s nothing like summertime at AYC – I am looking
forward to the return of the PB&J Summer Sailing
Series, the Junior Sailing Camp, and tie-dyed t-shirts!
May was a busy month for adult training. On May
3, Scott Young led his annual Start Clinic. We had a
great turnout from 21 participants and junior Opti,
Laser and FJ sailors who participated in place of regular practice. Scott
gave a fantastic chalk talk on starting strategy and tactics and how to play
the shifts on Lake Travis. The wind was light and variable once the clinic got
out on the water but we were able to run several short windward-leewards.
Scott provided instruction while sailing an FJ with one of our lucky juniors.
Big thank you to Eric Rochard who ran the RC boat, to Coach Kiel Killeen
for helping out aboard the safety/support boat, and of course to Scott for
sharing his knowledge and talents!
May 10 was our Spring Women’s Clinic. We could not have asked for a more
beautiful day of sailing with warm temperatures and a moderate breeze.
We had a great turnout from both volunteers and 15 clinic participants!
Huge thank you to our great team of volunteers – skippers Linda Donovan,
Rosanne Butera, Annie Lancaster, Renee Ruais, Brigitte Rochard, and
Linda McDavitt, and on-the-water helpers Jenny Loehlin, Carolyn Wilsford,
Terry Schertz, Ann Kitzmiller, Carol Frick, Christy Bataille, Rachel Loziuk,
Stephanie Froelich, Sun Hi Casey and Mary Carew. We started off the
morning with welcomes and introductions and then our intermediate and
advanced crews headed straight down to the docks. Beginners stayed in the
clubhouse with me for an introductory chalk-talk and knots practice before
heading down for their morning sail. The ladies took a break for lunch
and then hit the water again for an afternoon sail. The highlight of every
women’s clinic is the dinner, prepared and served by the men of AYC! Thank
you to Chef James Wilsford and his helpers for their amazing presentation
and service!

May 31 was our last day of practice of the Spring Season of the Junior
Sailing Program. We had some special guest coaches as we welcomed our
Junior Sailing Camp staff, who planned and lead drills and games as part
of their pre-camp training. It was a great way to close out the season! Our
Junior Sailing Program will take a break in June and July to accommodate
our busy Junior Sailing Camp schedule. The Summer Season will begin on
July 30. Registration will be available on the AYC website mid-June.
May was also a huge month for our junior racers, with two Texas Sailing
Association Youth Circuit regattas and Turnback Canyon here at AYC.
AYC was represented by 11 sailors at the TSA Chocopalooza Regatta at
RCYC May 3-4. Special congrats to Meredith and Michael Morran who
placed 2nd in the 420 fleet and qualified to represent AYC and Area F for
the Bemis Trophy at the US Sailing Junior Championships at Traverse City,
Michigan this August. Meredith and Michael have also been selected for the
US Youth Championships in Grosse Pointe, Michigan, also in August 2014.
Also congrats to Fiona Froelich who won Opti Green Fleet for the second TSA
regatta in a row and to Tony Slowik who dominated the RWB with bullets in
all four races to take first overall.

Fiona Froelich

Feedback from both May adult clinics was fantastic and we look forward
to our summer clinics coming up – Centerboard on June 21, and a new
Cruising Clinic on July 12. The Match Racing Clinic has been postponed
until later this season due to several fleet conflicts. The success of our
Adult Training Program is very much due to the talented and enthusiastic
volunteers who staff them! If you are interested in helping out at upcoming
clinics, please contact me at kate@austinyachtclub.net.

Photos by Kate Noble
Alexander Tita
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11 sailors again represented AYC at the TSA Silly String Regatta May 17-18.
Special congratulations to Lucy Brock, the new Girls 10 and Under Texas
State Champ, Tony Slowik who placed 3rd overall in RWB and 1st in White,
and to Nicholas Carew who took 2nd in Green Fleet!
We had a great showing from our junior sailors at AYC’s Turnback Canyon
Regatta. Many thanks to Barry Bowden and his team of volunteers for
organizing a fantastic event and letting our juniors join in the fun! We had
great weather for our Opti and Laser sailors and were able to get in plenty
of racing despite the scattered showers. Thank you to our dinghy course PRO
Bill Records, Coach Kiel Killeen, and the many parents who helped out
on the water to make it a successful event. Congratulations to our reigning
junior Turnback Opti champ, Tony Slowik, who took first for the second year
in a row! Congratulations to Ben Froelich who took first in Lasers.
Our traveling Roadrunners have a busy summer ahead of them. Next up on
the TSA schedule is Rock the Rock at CSC June 21-22 and of course the big
one, Texas Youth Race Week at HYC, LYC & TCYC July 24-27. In addition to
these events, Tony Slowik will be making the trip to USODA Nationals hosted
by California Yacht Club July 19-27. Good luck this summer, Roadrunners!
The PB&J Summer Sailing Series is always one of the highlights of my
summer! I am excited to be coaching the June Saturday sessions with Bill
Records this year. Fred Ford will coach on Sundays assisted by Tracy and
Erin Hawk. There is still room in the July Saturday and August Saturday
sessions so sign on up! Our June sessions are full but there are still some
space available in our July sessions. Please help us to spread the word by
picking up some flyers from the office and distributing them around town!

Welcome New Members
Photos by Deborah Mathison

Charles Waldron

Eric Stough

Charlie Pitkin

Peter Marsh

Sonya McClelland

NEED INFORMATION

Harvey G. Brandenburg was killed in a boating accident at
AYC on November 14, 1982. Twyla Fletcher of the Public
Library of Enid and Garfield County is looking for a copy
of an article that may have been in the Austin newspaper
about the accident. If you have information for Ms.
Fletcher, please contact her at tfletcher@enid.org.

Beer Can Sunset by Cheryl Pervier
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AUSTIN YACHT CLUB
2014 JUNIOR SAILING CAMP

The Austin Yacht Club’s Junior Sailing Camp, located on beautiful Lake Travis, is a unique summer sailing experience for kids
ages 8-16. Throughout your camper’s week at AYC, they will learn and practice fundamental skills aboard our fleet of Optimists,
Picos, Lasers, Sunfish, and Flying Juniors. With a camper to counselor ratio of 4 to 1, you can rest assured that your child will
enjoy the exciting sport of sailing in a safe environment. Our camp runs Monday-Friday from 9:00-5:00 with an optional early
drop-off and late pick-up hour available free of charge. Through a combination of classroom discussion, land activities, on the
water drills, and games our campers gain the skills necessary to become life-long sailors! Special activities include racing,
destination sailing, keel boat rides, and wind surfing.

Session

Dates

Member*

Non-Member*

1
2
3
4
5
6

June 9-13
June 16-20
June 23-27
July 7-11
July 14-18
July 21-25

$395
$395
$395
$395
$395
$395

$480
$480
$480
$480
$480
$480

*Discounts available for siblings and multiple session registrations

For more information and registration visit:

http://www.austinyachtclub.net/
Or call AYC Sailing Director, Kate Noble at (512) 266-1336
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AUSTIN YACHT CLUB
2014 PB&J SUMMER SAILING SERIES
Learn to sail this summer! The Austin Yacht Club’s PB&J Summer Sailing Series is the perfect introduction to sailing
for kids ages 4-10. Designed for first-time sailors, the goal of our PB&J program is to get young children comfortable
on the water and spark a life-long interest in boating and sailing! Our US Sailing certified instructors keep things
simple and fun, teaching the basics through games and hands-on learning. Each session of PB&J includes four weekly
90 minute lessons.
Session

Dates

Time

Member

Non-Member

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Saturday June 7, 14, 21, 28
Saturday June 7, 14, 21, 28
Sunday June 8, 15, 22, 29
Sunday June 8, 15, 22, 29
Saturday July 5, 12, 19, 26
Saturday July 5, 12, 19, 26
Saturday August 2, 9, 16, 23
Saturday August 2, 9, 16, 23

9:30-11:00
11:00-12:30
9:30-11:00
11:00-12:30
9:30-11:00
11:00-12:30
9:30-11:00
11:00-12:30

$65
$65
$65
$65
$65
$65
$65
$65

$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100

For more information and registration visit:

http://www.austinyachtclub.net/
Or call AYC Sailing Director, Kate Noble at (512) 266-1336
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TURNBACK CANYON REGATTA

Photos by Bill Records

Bruce Uphaus and crew

Ethan Froelich
Coaches, race committee

Ethan Froelich, James Brock

Fiona Froelich, Green Fleet champ

continued next page
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Ethan Froelich

James Brock

Hector Lujan

Jules Bettler

John Durfor

Gail Slowik, Mary Carew

continued next page
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Ben Froelich, Willl Abrams

Kurt Carson

Patrick Caughey

Maggie McElmurry

Nic Carew

continued next page
Wendi Froelich
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Photos by Bill Records

Julius Heitkoetter
Prime Plus

Lucy Brock, Tony Slowik

Keel boats

Steve Vaughn, Bruce McDonald

Rachel Loziuk

continued next page

Tony out front
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Photos by Jan Thompson
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TURNBACK CANYON PARTY

Photos by Deborah Mathison
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Photos by Deborah Mathison
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Photos by Deborah Mathison
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Photos by Deborah Mathison

21

J/24 Fleet Update
by John and Meiling Parker

J/24 Launching/Retrieving
Since our last article, the lake levels have been falling
and have dipped under 625’ MSL. However, with the
rains in the past few weeks, we have reached a new
high of over 629’ MSL. We appreciate the harbor
team making their dock adjustments as the water levels fluctuate. The
metal ramp on the north side remains usable for launching and retrieving.
Please contact David Broadway, Jorge Martín-de-Nicolás, or John Parker
if you would like any information on techniques for using the metal ramp
with your J/24.
Local Racing
Turnback Canyon
The 2nd Annual J/24 Ladies Regatta, a.k.a. Turnback Canyon, was once
again a success. The J/24 fleet was once again the largest one-design
fleet with seven entries. The key feature of this regatta was, of course,
the ladies at the helm. However, this year, each of the ladies had an
opportunity to personalize their individual boats with their respective
boat names for the event, courtesy of Jorge Martín-de-Nicolás’ creativity
and access to a local printing store. Entries included last year’s winners,
Pink Panties, helmed by Laura Miller and Macie Walker, Tanq & Tonic,
helmed by Rachel Loziuk, Takeela Shot, helmed by Miranda Grummons
from UTSC, Crown Royal, helmed by Christy Ehlers, Everclear, helmed by
Amy Leung, Ammo Box, helmed by Robin Drummond, and Bushwhacker,
by Meiling Parker. The competition was fierce between the ladies. On
day one, Rachel Loziuk and Team Tanq & Tonic took the bullet in the first
race up the lake. Then, Chris Ehlers and Team Crown Royal took the bullet
on the way back. Then, after having two second place finishes, Meiling
Parker and Team Bushwhacker came in strong on the second day to take
the bullet in the heavy wind to win the regatta. Congratulations to Meiling
Parker for her first-ever regatta win! Also, we cannot forget to thank
Stephen Burke and Vicente Saborio for loaning their respective boats for
this ladies’ event. We appreciate it! At the end of the event, everyone
involved had a great time and we look forward to having an increased
level of competition this coming year!
Summer Series
The Summer Series has begun. While the majority of the fleet was out of
town racing at DCYC, Dave Broadway on Superman and Pat Hitchins/Mark
Hulings on Mothership connection kept the local racing in progress.
If you would like your email address added to the J/24 Fleet mailing
list, please let us know. We use the mailing list periodically throughout
the year to communicate upcoming events with the fleet.
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Meiling Parker, Christy Ehlers and Laura Miller – Winners of the 2014 Turnback Canyon
Regatta (J/24 Ladies Regatta) Photo courtesy of Jorge Martín-de-Nicolás

Meiling Parker, John Parker, Steve Ehlers, Brian Metz, Joe Peacock (team Bushwacker)
and Renee Ruais – Enjoying the social activities after day one of racing – Photo courtesy
of Deborah Mathison

Out-of-Town Events
During May, the J/24 fleet participated in the Corinthian Heritage Cup
at Dallas Corinthian Yacht Club at Lake Lewisville. Four Austin Yacht Club
boats participated in the event: Natalie Penner with Giggles and Stuart
Juengst with Vang Go, Jorge Martin-de-Nicolas with Thunder Cookie,
and John Parker with Chupacabra. The first day of sailing brought very
low winds, wind delays, and abandoned races. Only one race was scored
on Saturday but Sunday brought better breeze. At the end of the event,
everybody enjoyed this 3rd J/24 circuit stop of 2014 and Natalie Penner
took the best AYC finish at 4th place.
continued next page

Candace Miller accepted the position of social chair for the J22 fleet, so
next time you see her, be sure and tell her thanks! She’s been a big help
this past year, helping organize and working our two social events.
BTW, if you need to pull your boat out of the water or launch it, the north
ramp is open right now. Fred Schroth and Alfonzo lent a hand to get mine
out on Sunday and there was plenty of water.

C22 Fleet Update
by Barb Owens

A picture is worth a thousand words. (Photos by Cheryl Pervier)
A well-lit Thunder Cookie below the Rudy’s sign in Waco on the return trip from DCYC –
Photo courtesy of Jorge Martín-de-Nicolás

Upcoming Out-of-Town J/24 Events
The Texas J/24 fleet will have its next circuit stop at the Corpus Christi
Yacht in Corpus Christi Texas for the weekend of June 14. This is one of
our favorite stops where we typically have plenty of breeze, waves to surf,
and great parties!
Venue
Corpus Christi Yacht Club
Houston Yacht Club
Lakewood Yacht Club
Lake Canyon Yacht Club

Event
Surfin’ Safari
HOOD and Beasley Cup
J/Fest
Texas Circus

Dates
Jun 14-15, 2014
Sep 20-21, 2014
Nov 1-2, 2014
Nov 15-16, 2014

If you are interested in participating in one of these out-of-town regattas
with the AYC J/24 Fleet, please contact John Parker or Jorge Martín-deNicolás. For general information on the J/24 Texas Circuit, you may visit
http://www.j24texas.com for additional details.

J22 Fleet Update
by Bob Mathison

J22 fleet served as RC for the first Summer Series. Special thanks to Renee
Ruais, Candace Miller, Lynna Holland, John Halter, Ted Smith, Rosanne
Butera, Ravi Subramanian, Scott Walsh, Jimmy Cain, and Bruce Uphaus.
Turnback Canyon Regatta brought lots of good wind and a post-race
downpour on Saturday. Renee Ruias won the J22 class, followed by
Bruce Uphaus, Rosanne Butera and Candace Miller. John Halter and Bob
Mathison served on RC.
Chuck Waldron applied for membership at AYC and is the proud new
owner of the J/22 “Scorcher,” Billy Eno’s old boat. If you’re not familiar
with Scorcher, you’ll quickly recognize it by its orange hull. You may have
seen Chuck (and Rick) sailing around buoys, so next time you see him
give him a big shout-out welcome! Chuck is interested in moving his boat
to AYC from Commander’s Point sometime in the near future. I encouraged
him to join us on the race course soon.
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Multihull Fleet Update

both Mike Rohrer and the legendary Steve Piche (AYC) (neither of whom
usually flip) both got to do their share of swimming. However, in the end,
the cream always rises to the top so Tomko won it and Rohrer took 2nd.

This year’s Hill Country Regatta – part of the Texas F18 circuit – was epic
in terms of absolutely phenomenal conditions, unbelievably close and
competitive competition and fabulous accommodations, food, support, etc.

Despite the up and down nature of the wind, the top end never exceeded
the A-Cat comfort zone so I saw A-Cats pacing the F18s downwind;
Webbon, Hamilton, Grice and Shaw every bit as fast downwind with one
sail as the two-man boats could manage with three. The starts and mark
roundings were uniformly fiercely contested with just enough jawing,
maneuvering and boat space in between to remind everyone that F18
Nationals are just six months and 250 miles away.

by Mike Beuerlein

But there was also the unmistakable sense that you can never go home
again. Which is to say, when the conditions are good on Lake Buchanan,
they are extraordinarily good. The warm wind blew mightily, even if it did
come from nearly every point on the compass; it was always steady and
dependable until it wasn’t; the water was warm and fresh if not uniformly
deep. The race committee was challenged with winds that required
moving the marks after every race and trying to avoid underwater hazards
that may be three or four feet underwater but still substantial enough to
trip a boat with long boards full down. The competition was so tight that
every boat in every fleet got to experience both first and last place at
some point in some race.

Still, aside from the F18s and the A-Cats, turnout in the other fleets was
as sparce as Hill Country rainfall. Drew Riddle, Stephan Acquart, Matt
Parker, Jim Casto (AYC), Joe Monosmith and Ricky Richardson comprised
the Portsmouth fleet where any one of them might have taken home the
top prize had the conditions fallen their way. We’d love to have more
boats and more water but, until that comes to pass; we’ll continue to
make the best of what we’ve got.
Sincere thanks to all of those who made it happen; Jim Casto (AYC)
and Mike Rohrer (Regatta Chairmen), Billy Richnow, Betty Reeh,
Terri Reuwsaat, Bobby Crouch, Mark Biscotto, Kathleen Acquart (Race
Committee), Aaron McCulley (Saturday night dinner), Jim Casto (AYC)
(Sunday morning breakfast), Brigitte Benquet (AYC) (trophies) and
Sherri Morris, David Yoder, Duke Tanner and the Lake Buchanan Fire
and Rescue Department (Chase Boats).

C Fleet Update
by Chris Thompson

Photos by Mark Biscotto

Thanks for a great showing for Spring Series RC – Vic Manning worked
some amazing coordination in some very difficult conditions. The team also
included myself, Annie Frey, Mark Bradford, Bill Records, Hector Lujan,
Brandon Furey, Luis Maristany, Steele Douris (Banshee wins the most crew
on RC prize), Bob Stephens, Mark Atkinson, Oliver Funk, John Thurston,
Jonas Durfor. Our next RC duty is 2:30 pm, Saturday, August 2 for the Dog
Days Series Race 3. We get to close out the series racing with the last RC
duty of the year on November 16.
At this posting, the Summer Series is well underway. Race 1 provided
more good racing with John Durfor and crew piloting his newly refinished
Pearson 26 to the win. Some good ole county fair demo derby action was
also available courtesy the Pearson 26’s of Annie F. and Rick A. A lapse on
the port/starboard boat check resulted in a cracked hull and bent railing, a
dinged bow (and more work for Fred). No one hurt but egos.

I know Aaron McCulley and I had to press the boat hard at every point
and a sudden puff was more than enough to cause us to stab it in up to
the cross bar. I saw boats flip that never flip; Tomko recovered from a
capsize and DFL to take a 2nd place in a race; Chris Green flipped and
recovered in time so as not to lose a single place in a different race;
24

The C Fleet turnout for Turnback was seven boats (including cruisers) plus a
D Fleet of Ensigns (two) and Catalina 22s (three). This tied with the J/24s
for Keel boat representation. Regrettably I had to miss the festivities but
heard rumors about Bill R. and a Conga line. Day 1 had some new names
on the top of the scoreboard, congrats Patrick Caughey on an overall second
place behind Mr. Durfor. Hector L. and the Banshee crew overcame a bad
continued next page

Neither sail was ready to hoist. So we fended off from the boats on dock
3 as we found the gas can and refueled the motor, dropping the motor’s
gas cap overboard in the process. We hustled out of the harbor toward
the start line, hoisting the sails and stowing the motor carefully so as not
to spill the remaining gas. Fortunately the start was delayed and we were
not too late, but we sailed a bit far from the line and arrived a minute
plus late for our start.
We chased everyone up the lake. Being behind, we had clean air and
slowly began picking off the boats in our start, except Ornery, who was
living up to her name by being difficult to pass. We finally worked past
her and sailed into the whirlpool of wind at Arkansas Bend while Ornery
deftly cut the corner and got ahead of us again.
We put the spinnaker up and blasted past her on the run to the finish
but it was not enough to clear our handicap difference and so finished
second on corrected time. We then enjoyed an hour plus break waiting
for the rest of the fleets to finish. The crew took turns napping on the
foredeck after lunch.

Photos by Hector Lujan
first race on Day 1 to claw out third. Broken equipment (another Turnback
tradition like rain?) sidelined Trey A. and Hakuna Matata from a second
day charge. The fleet was rounded out by Mike Singh, Christy Vickery and
Annette Voekler doing the cruiser class.
This was also a point scoring race for the KHF Frequent Sailor Program. The
totals have been updated to include Opening Day and Turnback and will be
posted around the Club and on the KHF web page. The next chance to score
FSP points will be the Independence Cup Regatta on Sunday July 6. The
hope is that the crazy power boat traffic will be diminished by having the
event later in the holiday weekend. So go out and get your fireworks on and
then come out Sunday for a wind down party! More details coming soon.
See y’all at the Club or on the water – come on summer hurricanes!

Keel Fleet Update
by Jim Johnstone

What’s in a Name?
Race 1, Start 1. It took longer than usual to get the boat
ready Saturday morning for the first race of Turnback.
The crew was a little late arriving, then the Hydro hoist
seemed to take a long time to go all the way down and
clear the keel, we finally got out, but idling the motor so
long while we waited to clear the hoist consumed enough
gas that we ran out just as we started to motor away from the dock.

Race 2, Start 1. Okay, we were barging a little bit along with the two
boats on our port side. Another skipper further down the line decided
to put an end to that and hailed all of us that we had no rights and
steadfastly held his close hauled course putting all of us, including him,
over early which resulted in a general recall. Hey, this is the B, C, and D
fleets! Since when do we have general recalls? The committee appeared
amused as were the waiting A fleet members behind us.
Race 2, Start 2. Okay, we were barging again, and it did not work this
time either, since the RC was now in a heightened state of alert. We saw
the X flag and were called over early. I resigned myself to circling the
committee boat to get back to the proper side of the line when I noticed
a small sliver of daylight between the RC boat and the second row of
boats starting so I decided to go straight back across the line. After all,
this is the “Turnback” Regatta.
This shocked the oncoming skippers (our boat name: Shocker) who
blustered we could not do that and questioned our sanity and legitimacy,
however as much as they wished they could prevent us from doing this, they
were unable to sail any higher to cut us off or tack to port and clear the
committee boat, so it worked. “I bet they didn’t teach that in the starting
class,” I thought to myself, and the next thought was, “No, Dummy, they
teach you how to avoid needing to do that.“ We soon caught up to everyone
and continued on past to finish first. Shocking, indeed!
Race 3, Start 1. On Sunday the RC had postponed on land due to
possibility of heavy thunderstorms which were on the radar. After those
cells dissipated the RC ventured out with north wind but not a lot of it. RC
postponed again on the water and set an east-west line anticipating wind
from somewhere else. It finally appeared out of the southeast, not the
direction they anticipated because a close hauled starboard tack would
get you across the starting line if it had been of infinite length, but since
continued next page
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global warming has not yet raised sea levels enough to allow that anywhere
near AYC, we were dealing with something shorter, much shorter. The only
reasonable option was a port tack start. Certainly they taught figuring out
which tack was favored in the starting class, but apparently many people
were playing hooky that day as only a few started on port and had clear air
and a head start on the rest of the fleet.

relaxed atmosphere of this bay community for the past few weeks. We’ve
been staying in the St. Andrews Marina, which is an area that previously
was used only by the local commercial fishing boats. It was opened a

The wind began blowing too hard for the large headsails everyone started
with. Some solved the problem by blowing up their headsail, and some
just took it down while others, including us, flogged the main and made a
lot of leeway as we edged up the course to the windward mark.
Downwind was a blast with so much air. We enjoyed it so much we
forgot to hoist our jib at the end of the run and let Have Knots slip by
us because, well, they had more knots than we did. We managed to
downsize our headsail during the run and had a smoother ride on the
next to last windward leg but could not catch the leader because he still
had more knots than us. Got to love those big keel boats in heavy air.
Everyone in our class had a good regatta. There were three different
winners out of four entrants, giving everyone something to brag about
and companions to race with.
The party Saturday night was excellent with two bands, dancing Opti
sailors, many excellent desserts which seemed to have disappeared
before the catfish dinner was served, and free rum and beer.
Sunday’s after race meal was Opti Burgers, beans, potato salad, and
cookies served up by the junior sailors. Sperry Topsiders gave away a pair
of shoes, and unique, hand crafted wood and glass trophies created by
Sun Hi Casey were handed out to the various winners. Steve Vaughn once
again took The Levins trophy for best corrected time for a spinnaker boat.
He is to the Levins Trophy as Guy Lombardo is to New Year’s Eve, just not
as old.
I can’t wait to do it again next year. I’ll be working on some shocking new

Ray & Sandra’s Sailing Adventure

The security guard at the marina

few years ago to recreational vessels. We’re docked right across from the
main dock for the fishing boats, so we see them coming in and unloading
their catch.
There appear to be three types of commercial boats: shrimp boats with
the big outriggers and nets; long-line boats which lay out long fishing
lines with numerous hooks and located by floats and gps marker buoys
on the end of each line; and, boats with 4-8 electric reels on each side
which they lower and raise with hopefully a fish attached. The electric
reel boats are the most numerous craft and they appear to catch red
snapper, king mackerel, trigger fish, and grouper. We met a thirdgeneration fishing boat captain who showed us his boat, talked non-stop
about the fishing life, and took us to the commercial fish market where he
let us pay his price for some fresh fish. We bought some grouper cheeks,
tuna, trigger fish, and crab fingers. My favorite were the crab fingers,
very tasty snack sized bites.

by Ray Shull

Just another boring sunset at the dock

Sandra enjoying her elevated view

05/31/2014

Sandra continued her aerobatic adventures and wanted to be hoisted up
the mast at the marina so that she could view the boats and docks from a

We arrived in Panama City in early May and have been enjoying the
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continued next page

chaos, we decided to avoid the crowds and stay in the slip. We were
entertained nearly every day by watching the events unfold around us.
We did display our flags on the boat for the weekend, including a large
Texas flag. Several people commented that they liked the display and
asked where we were from in Texas.

Sandra’s mast view of the St. Andrews Marina

slightly elevated perspective. She took the camera with her and recorded
a nice view of the area. I think she likes the elevated view and we’ll see if
she journeys up the mast at the remaining stops on our trip.
One nice aspect of this marina is the proximity to numerous restaurants
and bars. There are over a dozen of these within easy walking distance
from our boat. The most unique in my opinion is Swilly Bowlegs Pirate
Tavern and Dive Bar. It’s right at the entrance to the parking lot for the

The Betsy Ann riverboat at night

We’re also staying near one of the last remaining stern-wheel driver
river boats, the Betsy Ann. She is berthed just behind our boat, so we
watch her leave for her evening cruises and party charters. It’s interesting
watching her captain bring the boat into the dock by only turning the
rear paddle wheel forward and backward and using the small stern-hung
rudder. It appears to be somewhat difficult to maneuver, and I’m sure
he would like to have bow thrusters installed on the boat. But then it
wouldn’t be an authentic paddle wheel river boat.
We’re planning to leave for the Clearwater/St. Petersburg area the first
week of June. We’re waiting for the current batch of storms to clear
out and then we’ll make the 2-3 day trip across that part of the Gulf.
We’ve enjoyed Panama City immensely. The people we’ve met have been
friendly, the places we’ve gone have been fun, and the sunsets, beaches,
and waters are beautiful.

Swilly Bowlegs Pirate Tavern

marina, and appears to have been there for centuries, from the looks of
the furniture and the décor. They have Pirate Karaoke most nights starting
at nine. We can hear most of the singing from our boat, and it is certainly
“interesting.” The singing continues until around 2:00 a.m. on most
Fridays and Saturdays. I know some of these performers practice their
singing on the open waters of the gulf and I’m guessing that their boats’
skippers use their vocal ability to drive the fish into the nets positioned
strategically away from the vocalist.
Memorial Day was quite busy with numerous boats using the nearby ramp
and fueling facilities. We understand that dozens (maybe hundreds) of
boats converged on a place called Shell Island for the weekend. After
watching numerous adventures with boats launching, docking, refueling,
maneuvering around other boats, and generally creating confusion and

Flying our flags for the Memorial Day weekend
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Notes from your GM
by Jackie Wheeless

Junior Sailing Camp
June has arrived along with Junior Sailing Camp, PB&J and the Summer
Series races. The AYC staff will expand for the months of June and July
to include Junior Sailing Camp Counselors Erin and Tracy Hawk, Taylor
Crouch, Meredith Morran, and Nikki Goodwin. AYC Assistant Coach Kiel
Killeen will be Head Counselor.
June 1 was Junior Sailing Camp Parent Orientation! Sailing Director Kate
Noble and Camp Counselors Taylor Crouch, Meredith Morran and Nikki
Goodwin explained the structure and schedule of camp to incoming camp
participants and their parents and presided over a Q&A session.
Summer Series Meals
The Social Committee will not be serving meals after the Summer Series
and Dog Days Series races; therefore, you are encouraged to BYOB and
party on your boat or the docks! There will be End of Series meals served
on June 29 (Summer) and August 9 (Dog Days).
Bookkeeping Update
The process of outsourcing the bookkeeping responsibilities has begun!
Jane Allen, CPA is now handling some of the accounting functions that
I’ve been performing for the past two years. Please continue to contact
me with any questions or concerns.
Monthly Billing Update
MONTHLY BILLING STATEMENT ALERT ... ATTENTION ALL AYC MEMBERS WHO
RECEIVE THEIR STATEMENT VIA EMAIL: QuickBooks has had a change in
their setup. PLEASE add replyto@qbdt.intuit.com to your contact list so
that your emails from QuickBooks do not go into your SPAM folder. Please
send me an email at gm@austinyachtclub.net if you’d like me to send
you an email statement so that you can pay online. All statements were
MAILED this month because of the QuickBooks setup change.
Race/Event Calendar
There are several versions of the AYC Race/Event Calendar floating around
(including the “Mark Your Calendar” section of your current billing
statement). PLEASE BE SURE TO REFER TO THE AYC WEBSITE FOR THE
CORRECT RACING/EVENT CALENDAR!!
AYC Guest Policy
Please remember that guests of the Club must be accompanied by their
host AYC member. There have been reports of late night visitors on the
property (in the swimming pool, on the boat docks, etc.). Please do not
give the gate code to non-members.
AYC Trash Policy
There have also been reports of cigarette butts, beer cans, fishing line,
etc. being discarded on the docks of the Sail Training pavilion – this area
should at all times be a Kid/Family Friendly Zone. Please be mindful of the
AYC Harbor Rules – Trash Disposal: Trash, bottles, cans or garbage shall be
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placed in appropriate receptacles and shall not be left on docks, or thrown
into the water, left around the grounds or in the work or dry sail area.
Special Thanks
Tons of gratitude to John Kuc for assisting Tom Cunningham with dock
moves AND for assisting the AYC staff while Tom took some well-deserved
time off.
Thank you to Doug Casey for dodging the thunderstorms to get the ground
leveled and ready for construction of the NEW PLAYSCAPE!
Kudos to John Howard for purchasing, planting and then watering six
Cape Plumbagos! These beautiful shrubs are located underneath the
staircase outside the office.
FYI…………
The recycle container that was originally located in the work area has
been relocated to the far end of the parking lot opposite the basketball
hoop.
Everyone please have a safe, fun SUMMER! Do lots of RAIN dances! And
STAY COOL!

Social Committee News
by Pat Manning

The Turnback Regatta onshore activities were a big success this year and I
have to thank several volunteers who really made my job of planning and
providing the food and decorations so much easier. I couldn’t have done it
without them. The volunteers who helped me with the decorations were the
Steve Sanderson family, Deborah Mathison and especially, Jane Scott. AYC
looked very “Americana” with the help of everyone mentioned above. And I
want to greatly thank Jane Scott again for all the help she gave with getting
the breakfast out for everyone both mornings of Turnback.
Now that summer is here and the Series Races start much later and
people want to hang around their boats and swim in the lake or party on
their boats after the races, I have decided that the Social Committee will
take a little break for both of the summer series. We will not be providing
meals or snacks after the races except for the End of Series (EOS) dates,
which are Summer Series ending June 29 and Dog Days Series ending
August 9. So now is the time for the fleets to plan some after-race
activities or for the various docks to plan events or challenges among
themselves after the races.
The one big thing the Social Committee will be planning for the summer is
the Summer Party which is after the Annual Fleet Challenge on August 23.
I’m thinking an old fashioned Shrimp Boil ...
And lastly, I need to let everyone know that two of the Social Committee’s
members have decided to resign from the Club. They are Marilyn
Hammond and Margo Bower. Marilyn and Barton Hammond are going to
embark on a great adventure and travel the USA in their RV, and Margo is
also going to be doing lots of traveling which will really limit the amount
of time she will have to serve on the Social Committee. I wish them both

all the joy and happiness in the world while on their journeys. You can
come back and be Guest Chefs any time you want to!
So that means that I would really like to welcome some new permanent
members to the Social Committee. If you have talents in the kitchen, or
just want join a bunch fun-loving ladies who also like to cook, just let me
know who you are at pmbookkeeping@att.net.

AYC Scuttlebutt
by Bill Records

Turnback Canyon Regatta
Since Wade Bingaman reinvented Turnback Canyon Regatta two years
ago, it has become a very popular event. Instead of the usual and
monotonous courses in the main basin, the keel and centerboard fleets
were sent up the lake towards Lakeway. A massive marina extending into
the lake resulting in the finish line set at Hurst Creek.
The junior Opti fleet was the largest one-design fleet and along with
the junior laser fleet, sailed buoy courses just outside the AYC cove. The
majority of the participants were centerboard, multihulls, and junior Opti
and Lasers.
Turnback used to be overwhelmingly raced in keel boats from AYC, other
clubs, and from other marinas on Lake Travis. We need to figure out how
to get these boats back. This year I served as PRO for the juniors and
had a ball! In all we ran 11 races for Optis and 12 for the 4.7 Lasers.
Competition was fierce in both fleets, especially the starts. These kids are
really getting good!
Lasers and Optis

In the Opti fleet, Tony Slowik put on a clinic, winning all but four races!
Nobody works harder than Tony in every aspect of racing and it shows.
Presently, Tony is ranked #1 in Texas!

After the races on Sunday, Markus and Contanze Heitkoetter, along with
the Roadrunners, prepared gourmet hamburgers for the hungry racers.
This was a fundraiser for the junior racing program and the burgers were
exceptional, selling out quickly! Markus and Constanze used a secret
ingredient in their recipe – look for an encore soon!
Regatta Registration
A recurrent issue popped up during Turnback registration that causes
confusion for the competitors, especially non-members. And that is what
constitutes a class (how many boats). In the AYC handbook for series
races, the classes are defined as recognized fleets. Each fleet must
average five boats for two consecutive series to retain its class (start).
This would imply that five boats constitutes a class. But when it comes
to regattas it seems to be arbitrary. When the question came up during
Turnback registration, we got three answers; nobody knew for sure. In the
scoring section of the SIs, it shows one trophy for three boats. Generally,
when a one-design fleet does not make a class, it races in PHRF.
The following recommendations might help:
1. Clearly state in the SIs what constitutes a class.
2. List the PHRF options, (spin/non-spin rating differences) if boats fail to
make a class.
3. Post a list of all classes, boats, and ratings after the skipper’s meeting
and before the race. Skippers have a right to know who they are racing
against.
Cruising Clinic
Sail Training will be having a cruise clinic on July 12. Some of you will
remember the LTCA and how much fun they had. The clinic will cover such
topics as anchoring, safety (man overboard drill), cooking and others. We
will then cruise up the lake for a party. Look for a flyer with info soon.
Boat Insurance
It seems like we have had a few too many collisions during series races
and regattas lately. Maybe it is due to the smaller lake that we have now
or out-of-practice skippers, but the need to have adequate insurance is
essential. I recently reviewed my coverage and found it be be lacking, so
I did a little research and was pleasantly surprised. The premiums varied
considerably, with the two best policies from US Sailing and Boat US. I
chose Boat US and the premium for my Pearson 26 was $196/year. That’s
a bargain and a lot of peace of mind. Make sure you get a policy that
covers racing. Many clubs require insurance for all boats racing; maybe
we should too.

Photos by Bill Records
Tony Slowik out front
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AYC 2014 RACE CALENDAR

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Commodore
Past Commodore
Vice Commodore
Secretary
Treasurer
Race Commander
Buildings & Grounds Cdr.
Harbor Commander
Sail Training Commander

Jun 13, 20, 27
Jun 14 		
Jun 18, 25
          
Jun 22
Jun 29
Jul 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Jul 4, 11, 18, 25		
Jul 6		
Jul 6, 13, 20, 27		
Jul 19
Jul 26
Aug 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Aug 6, 13, 20, 27
Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Aug 2
Aug 9
Aug 23		
Sep 5, 12, 19, 26		
Sep 3, 10, 17, 24
Sep 7
Sep 13-14		
Sep 21
Sep 28

John Morran
Christopher Dwight
Barry Bowden
Jen Schwan
Molly Lewis
John Halter
Doug Casey
Wade Bingaman
Eric Rochard

AYC STAFF
General Manager
Head Caretaker
Sailing Director

Jackie Wheeless
Tom Cunningham
Kate Noble

AUSTIN YACHT CLUB
5906 Beacon Drive
Austin, Texas 78734-1428
Office: 512-266-1336
Office FAX: 512-266-9804
Clubhouse: 512-266-1897

E-MAIL AND WEBSITE
www.austinyachtclub.net
office@austinyachtclub.net

NEWSLETTER

AYC 2014 NON-RACING EVENTS

Susie McDonald, Editor
Email submissions by 1st of month to:
ghowiellc@aol.com

Jun 21
Jun 26
Jun 28-29
Jul 12
Jul 24
Aug 23
Aug 28
Sep 20-21

AYC BUSINESS HOURS
Wednesday - Sunday
CLOSED MONDAY AND TUESDAY

9:00A - 5:00P

Closed Club Holidays:
New Year's Day
January 1
Easter Sunday
April 24
Independence Day
July 4
Thanksgiving Day
November 24
Shopping Day
November 25
Christmas Day
December 25

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
E-MAIL ADDRESSES
buildings_grounds@austinyachtclub.net
race_commander@austinyachtclub.net

Beer Can Races
SC21 Intergalactics
Laser/Sunfish Races
Summer Series Race #4  1:30 first signal  RC: PHRF A
Summer Series Race #5  1:30 first signal  RC: PHRF B
Laser/Sunfish Races
Beer Can Races
Independence Cup Regatta
FJ Summer Series
Dog Days Series Race #1  4:00 first signal  RC: SC21
Dog Days Series Race #2  4:00 first signal  RC:  Ensign
Beer Can Races
Laser/Sunfish Races
FJ Summer Series
Dog Days Series Race #3  4:00 first signal  RC: PHRF C
Dog Days Series Race #4  4:00 first signal  RC: C-22
AYC Fleet Challenge
Beer Can Races
Laser/Sunfish Races
Late Summer Series Race #1  1:30 first signal  RC: J/24
Centerboard Regatta
Late Summer Series Race #2  1:30 first signal  RC: Multihull
Late Summer Series Race #3  1:30 first signal  RC: J22
Centerboard Clinic 1:00-5:00p
AYC Board of Directors Meeting 7:30p Clubhouse
ASA 101 Basic Keelboat Class
Cruising Clinic
AYC Board of Directors Meeting 7:30p Clubhouse
Summer Party
AYC Board of Directors Meeting 7:30p Clubhouse
ASA 101 Basic Keelboat Class

NEW FJ Summer Series
Valet Racing!

Show up at 9am and the juniors will rig your boat for you!
Based on comments and turnout for the last two Fleet Challenge Regattas, we would like to see
the FJs being used in a racing format for anyone interested.
When

vice_commodore@austinyachtclub.net

- Every Sunday in July and August
Show up at 9:00 am
First start is at 10:00 am
No races will start after noon

membership@austinyachtclub.net

Where - Junior dock; all the gear will be on the dock

sail_training@austinyachtclub.net

What

commodore@austinyachtclub.net

- 4 or 5 short intercollegiate-style races each day, similar to the Wednesday
night races

Who

- AYC members, Juniors, non-AYC members, parents of prospective juniors; anyone
interested

Cost

- $25 charter fee per Sunday per boat. The money raised will go toward new racing sails
for the FJs

secretary@austinyachtclub.net
treasurer@austinyachtclub.net
harbor_commander@austinyachtclub.net

Benefits - The money raised will go toward new racing sails for the FJ's and The AYC Jr. Program
For additional questions contact:
Bonnie Lackey: lackey.bonnie@gmail.com, or
Debbie Rackley: debbierackley@yahoo.com

THERE WILL BE
NO JULY AND
AUGUST TELLTALE
NEWSLETTERS.
Have a great
summer!

Photo by Deborah Mathison

Austin Yacht Club

5906 Beacon Road
Austin, TX 78734-1428

got realtor?
Dave Kleinman
512-468-4300

AYC Member and Active Racer will work hard for you!!
Free market analysis selling or buying
Call or Email anytime
dave@davekleinman.com

