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From The Commodore
by John Morran

The end of the year is an important time at AYC.
We have accomplished many things in 2014, but
your Board is still hard at work completing several
goals that we set earlier in the year and already
making plans for 2015.
I want to thank all the board members and staff for
the extra effort they have made this year. I have
asked them to meet several times throughout the year to work together
on many important items that take extra time and thought to get right. I
know they could have spent this time on other things that are certainly
more fun or relaxing. I hope you will join me when the opportunity arises
to thank them for their hard work on club business.
Please mark your calendars for some important dates:

October 23 & November 13 - These are the final two AYC Board Meetings
of 2014. Please let us know if you have anything on your mind.
November 20 - This the important Annual Membership Meeting. We
need your attendance (or proxy) to conduct the all important task of
electing officers for 2015. Members, in attendance, may present
nominations at the meeting. The AYC Nominating Committee has formally
presented the following slate for consideration:
Commodore - Barry Bowden		

Harbor - Wade Bingaman

Vice Commodore - Molly Isbell Lewis Race - Ed Taylor
Secretary - Chris Ehlers		

Building & Grounds - Doug Casey

Treasurer - John Howard		

Sail Training - Eric Rochard

December 7 - The AYC Annual Banquet. A change of venue this year to
the iconic Broken Spoke. Come celebrate with your friends at AYC. We
will recognize a few award winners - but don’t worry, I promise to keep
my part of the program short, so there will be plenty of time to enjoy the
music and dancing.

Notes from your GM
by Jackie Wheeless

I’d like to thank everyone for making my vacation SMOOTH SAILING! No one
grumbled (loud enough for us to hear) about the temporary/scaled back
office hours. Kate Noble did an exemplary job of assisting anyone who
called or walked in the door – THANK YOU KATE!
Everyone needs to be aware that the Travis County Sheriff is patrolling AYC
grounds. Please contact the office if you intend to leave a vehicle overnight
anywhere on AYC grounds.
There have been non-members gaining access to the club and upon being
approached they’ve indicated that they have permission from a member to
be on the property. Please be sure that you accompany anyone who is not
a member and please do not give out gate codes or loan out gate clickers.
If members have work being done on their boats, please call the office and
let us know when the work will be getting done and who is doing it.

A watch was found on the Point during the Centerboard Regatta, if you’re missing
one, please contact me.
Mystery….a box of sailing books arrived at the office. It appeared to be from a
publisher; however, there was no note enclosed. There are new and old books, all
pertaining to sailing and fishing. If anyone knows anything about this, please help
us solve this mystery!
Doug Casey (B&G Commander) is organizing a Work Day to be scheduled in the
very near future. If you know of any maintenance or beautification projects that
need to be done (and that can be handled in a few hours by motivated members),
please email your Wish List to Tom Cunningham at tom@austinyachtclub.net.
Kate Noble and I have had the pleasure of working with Governor’s Cup
Chairperson John Parker and his able bodied team to assist with the upcoming
event. Kate’s been working hard to keep all the social media updated, proofread
and post the NOR, send out registration reminders, and STILL she manages to keep
the Junior Program running smoothly!
While I pray for rain and do Rain Dances, Tom Cunningham stays very busy
watching the weather and trying to stay a step or 10 ahead of Mother Nature:
watching the weather radar and trying to decide if it’s real or imaginary and
monitoring the lake levels to determine whether or not to move docks. I look
at the weather in a whole new light now that I know what’s being done in the
background!
PLEASE make sure that all of your contact information is correct on your AYC
account (phone numbers, email addresses, physical address). You can update
information on the AYC website or email it to me at gm@austinyachtclub.net. If
you wish to have a second email address receiving notifications of events (such as
Evites, member wide emails, etc.), the additional email address has to be added
to the member’s Mailchimp account.
Just so you know…..I’ve been giving out probationary members contact
information when a member asks for crew or needs assistance with an upcoming
social event. If you’re a probationary member, please don’t hesitate to contact
me if you have requirements that haven’t been met and I’ll work with you and the
Membership Committee to help you graduate!
I’d like to acknowledge former B&G Commander John Saunders for continuing
to come visit the trees he planted year before last. He makes sure they stay
hydrated…..THANK YOU Mr. Saunders!
There are unclaimed Late Summer Series trophies. If you earned one but haven’t
picked it up yet, please come get it!
If you’ve lost (or never received) your AYC member card and plan to travel to
reciprocal yacht clubs, please contact me for a Letter of Introduction. The letter
will work in place of your member card.
Fall Season is in full swing! Pat Manning and the Social Committee have been
serving some gourmet meals and they ALWAYS make sure to include the staff – for
this we are very thankful! Governor’s Cup Regatta (Oct 18 and 19) promises to
be more great food and good times. The very next weekend (Oct 25) is the Fall
Women’s Sailing Clinic for which Chef Wilsford and his handsome helpers will once
again create a culinary masterpiece. The very next day (Oct 26) is the start up of
the Fall Series races with the Social Committee feeding us again! With the cooler
temperatures upon us and the plentiful food being served, I’m thinking this might
be the right time to do the dreaded daily walks to and fro the Point.
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Vice Commodore Report
by Barry Bowden

Preparations are almost complete for a great
Governors Cup Regatta on October 18-19. Regatta
Chair John Parker and the J24 fleet helpers have a
fun regatta planned. The food and party alone will be
worth racing this year. Please get your crew together
and join in the fun. The Roadrunner Fleet will again
be part of this event.
Only one race series remains with the Fall Series beginning on Sunday
October 26 and running for four weeks. The Keel Handicap Fleet will
finish up racing for the year at AYC with the always popular Wild Turkey
Regatta on the Saturday after Thanksgiving. Look on the website and
around the club for announcements about this race.
The Nominating Committee has presented its slate of officers for the
coming year. Plan on attending the Annual Meeting scheduled for
Thursday November 20 when this slate will be voted on. I am grateful and
excited that the committee has nominated me for Commodore. If elected,
I will do my best to serve AYC in the coming year.

Sail Training Report
by Eric Rochard

The 2014 Sail Training committee met Sep, 25th to
review the fall season at AYC, I want to thank them!
Linda McDavitt, Jennifer Loehlin, Kate Noble, Kiel
Killleen, Jeff Bock, Stefan Froelich, Jorge Martin
de Nicholas, Mike Beuirlin, Bill Records, Fred Ford,
Harry Polly, Phillipe Bettler and Gary Payne helped
me tremendously to provide all kind of opportunities
to improve your Sailing Skills at AYC.
Update on Adult activities
Women’s clinic will be Oct 23rd, Kate is contacting boats and skippers.
The Spring Clinic on the Saturday of Mother’s day week-end has been very
popular and we could adjust this clinic content to the level of experience
of the attendants.
We plan to have a motor boats, or a “boat’s motor” clinic, with a
mechanic overview of outboards in the morning and practice on motoring
a sail boat in the afternoon.
Advanced racing clinic to be rescheduled for 2015, early February-April.
The input from Linda / Jorge is that it is the best time of the year as the
J22 and J24 fleets are not yet on the roads!

PLEASE PARTICIPATE
AYC ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Thursday, November 20, 2014
ATTENDANCE (OR PROXY) IS
IMPORTANT!

I you would like to get an ASA certification, check out AYC Calendar! There
are plenty of opportunities thanks to Gary and Harry to get certified and
AYC rates are very avantageous.
Update on Junior Activities
Junior sailing now in fall season, 4 sailors graduated from Opti 1 to Opti
2, Opti 1 / Opti 2 classes are key to AYC junior sailing as they keep the
in-flow of new sailors. We plan to maintain a nice fleet of Optimist by
replacing the older Optimist, they deserve it after all they have been used
since 2000!
We are looking to schedule also an advanced Opti clinic, assumption is to
do it early in 2015 (February or March) over a full week-end. We would
like also to schedule an advanced Laser Radial / Laser 4.7 clinic.
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Sailing Director Report
by Kate Noble

Fall is off to a great start for Sail Training and I look
forward to the activities and cooler weather that
October brings.
The Centerboard Clinic on September 6th was a big
hit despite the lack of wind. We had 16 participants
and an amazing team of volunteers! Thank you to Bill Records, Vic Manning,
Annie Lancaster, Ravi Subramanian, Jenny Loehlin and Mike Mashl for
sharing their centerboard expertise. Thank you also to Coach Kiel Killeen
who ran Junior Sailing Program Opti practice so that I could lead the clinic
chalk-talk and provide on-the-water support. This is always one of my
favorite to be a part of!
US Sailing is coming to AYC this month! We will be hosting the Central
Regional Symposium on Friday, October 10th. This event provides an
opportunity for organizations in our area to share ideas and concerns about
sailing education and programming. All with an interest in Sail Training are
encouraged to attend! The following day, Saturday, October 11th, AYC will
host a US Sailing One Day Race Management Seminar.
October 25th is our Fall Women’s Clinic and on November 15th we are
offering our second Cruise Clinic of the year due to popular demand. See the
flyers in this edition of the Telltale for more information! Registration for both
events is available on the AYC website.
Also coming up, we are excited to welcome Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Central Texas to AYC on Saturday, November 1st. Brother-to-Brother matches
will be sailing aboard volunteer AYC member boats. Please contact me if you
are interested in participating!

Brock, and Julius Heitkoetter. Congrats to Michael Morran who took first in
420s with CCYC skipper Zane Tinnell, Nicholas Crew who won Opti Green
Fleet, Tony Slowik who placed 1st in Opti White fleet and 5th overall, and
Spencer LeGrande who placed 4th in Laser Radial.
The following weekend was the AYC Centerboard Regatta. Thank you Regatta
Chair Mary Carew and her team of volunteers for putting on a fantastic
event! Thank you to Jeff Brock for stepping in to help with FJ equipment and
extra on-the-water support in the second skiff when Coach Kiel was out sick
on Saturday. Coach Kiel returned on Sunday and provided fantastic coaching
for our Opti sailors while I coached FJs. Congrats to Opti sailors Tony
Slowik (1), Lucy Brock (2), James Brock (3), Nicholas Carew and Maggie
McElmurry and to FJ sailors Ethan Froelich (crew: Stephanie Froelich) (2),
Spencer LeGrande/Fiona Froelich (3), Julius Heitkoetter/Will Abrams, Ben/
Katie Froelich, Nicole Prado/Wendi Froelich, Andrew Butler/James Murray
and Reece Butler/Kirill Murray. Congrats to our Sail Training Commander who
took 1st in the FJ Fleet!
Seabrook Sailing Club hosted the TSA Endless Summer Regatta Sept.
20-21st. AYC was represented again by 12 sailors: Nicholas Carew, Katie
Froelich, Lucy Brock, Ethan Froelich, Julius Heitkoetter, Wendi Froelich, Tony
Slowik, James Brock, Fiona Froelich, Spencer LeGrande, Michael Morran,
and Ben Froelich. Congratulations to Tony Slowik who won White Fleet by an
outstanding 83 points!
October 4-5 was the Pirates of the Corinthian Regatta at DCYC. All 12 of our
AYC sailors (Ben, Ethan, Wendi, Fiona, and Katie Froelich, Lucy and James
Brock, Julius Heitkoetter, Nicholas Carew, Michael Morran, Tony Slowik and
Reilly Linn) did a fantastic job! Special congrats to Michael Morran and CCYC
skipper Zane Tinnell who took 1st in 420s and Nicholas Carew who placed
3rd and Katie Froelich who placed 6th in Green Fleet! AYC swept Opti White
Fleet with Tony Slowik in 1st (5th overall), James Brock in 2nd and Fiona
Froelich in 3rd. Great job, Roadrunners! The last TSA regatta of the 2014
season is October 25-26 at LYC. For full TSA results visit txsail.org.

JUNIOR SAILING
The Summer Season of the Junior Sailing Program concluded on the 24th
and the Fall Season began September 26th. Several of our Opti I sailors
made the jump up to the Opti II: Intermediate racing group and we have
several new members joining the Opti I group. The Fall Season will run
through December 13th.

Our racing Roadrunners are looking forward to junior starts at the Governor’s
Cup Regatta October 18-19. We’ve also begun to introduce team racing to
our Opti II/III sailors in preparation for the first ever TSA Team Race Regatta
at AYC November 8-9.

September was busy for our racing Roadrunners with three consecutive
regatta weekends. Fort Worth Boat Club hosted the TSA Jr. Ol’ Man of the
Sea Regatta Sept. 6-7th and 12 AYC sailors made the trip: Michael Morran,
Spencer LeGrande, Ben Froelich, Katie Froelich, Nicholas Carew, Tony
Slowik, Ethan Froelich, Fiona Froelich, Wendi Froelich, Lucy Brock, James
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Centerboard Regatta

Photos by Bill Records

FREE “SAIL” SUNDAY!
ROADRUNNER SAILOR OF THE MONTH!
Kiera Loseke
We are excited to welcome new member Kiera
Loseke to the Junior Sailing Program! After
participating in both the PB&J Summer Sailing
Series and Junior Sailing Camp in 2014, Kiera
joined AYC so she could continue sailing all year
round. Kiera is currently in the Opti I: Beginner
group and loves coming out to sail at Free Sail
Sunday! She has a natural talent and passion for
the sport and is eager to learn all she can!
We know she will be racing in no time!
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Welcome New Members

Neale O’Conner

Ricky Trent

Photos by Deborah Mathison

Jerry Clifford

James Murray

Jen and Matt Richardson

Justin and Chris Wolfe

Nick Denby with children Grayson and Doug
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SERIES RACING at AYC
Photos by Bill Records
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A Lesson in Fun-Upsmanship
by Jim Johnstone

Its not Thanksgiving yet but I am going to share what I am thankful
for anyway. I am thankful we have a (mostly) volunteer club. I have
volunteered for many activities at the club, raking leaves, building docks,
keeping score, race committee, to name a few.
The nice thing about volunteering is getting a chance to meet and work
with other club members. I have made some great lifelong friends by
volunteering at the club. Having a network of sailing friends means you
are never without crew or opportunities to crew. You are never at a loss for
advice on how to improve your boat or your sailing. Our Sailing friendships
are the glue that binds our club together.

Did you know the chairman of the 2014 Centerboard Regatta had never put
on a regatta before? It was a huge success.
“Somebody will complain if I make a mistake. “ Yes you will make a mistake
or two, but remember the turtle: He never gets anywhere unless he sticks
his neck out. Its my experience that 95% of the people will thank you for
your work, 4 % will be critical but silent, 1 % may complain. Focus on the
95%.
So fun – up 2015. Decide where you will volunteer to make your AYC
experience deeper, richer and add to your sailing network. Share your
passion for sailing, you can do it!

Another nice thing is getting to learn a variety of new skills. I would have
never been exposed to working with Ipe wood (Brazilian Ironwood) had I not
volunteered to build the docks one year (or was that two?). I learned how to
do scoring, handicapping, and race committee by volunteering for those.
Volunteering gives you the insight and the
connections to influence how the club is
run and the direction it goes in the future.
It also helps you understand how we got
to our current state and appreciate the
work of those who brought it this far.
Volunteering to help out around the
club not only keeps our costs down, it
keeps our fun up. In case you haven’t
noticed, the creativity of our volunteers is
unbounded. The new dock configurations,
the new septic system, the revised
Turnback regatta format, the junior sailing
program, the AYC fund, were all created
by volunteers, thinking out of the box,
beyond what has always been, creating
new things that never were.
As we enter the fourth quarter of 2014, it
is time to think about where you want to
volunteer your time in 2015. You have
a lot of excuses not to volunteer, starting
with” I am too busy. “ Nonsense, there
are plenty of jobs that only take an hour
or two per month. Become an officer in
your fleet or volunteer your boat for one
of the sailing clinics for example.
“I don’t know anything about it.” Doesn’t
matter – Enthusiasm and persistence
are what you need. There are lots of
smart people around that will coach you
through things.
9
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J/24 Fleet Update
by John and Meiling Parker

J/24 Launching/Retrieving
The lake level continues to fluctuate and is currently
near 624.5’ MSL. At this level, the metal ramp on
the north side remains usable for J/24 launching and
retrieving.
Please contact David Broadway, Jorge Martin-de-Nicolas, or John Parker
if you would like any information on techniques for using the metal ramp
with your J/24.
Maintenance
As usual, many of the J24 fleet members continue to perform
maintenance on their boats. The weekend before the Houston Open One
Design competition, the work area was almost exclusively filled with J24s
preparing for travel and doing last minute maintenance and repairs to the
boats and trailers.

Last minute prep for HOOD:

Photo Courtesy: John Parker

Local Racing

Late Summer Series (Sept 7 – Oct 5)
The Late Summer Series brought a total of four boats with six races
scored. During the first day of the series, the J24 fleet ran a successful
Race Committee. Many thanks to our race committee volunteers
including: Adolfo Bernal, Brandon Furey, Chris Hammel, Stu Juengst,
Brian Mager, Gretchen Mager, Jorge Martin-de-Nicolas, Michael Moran,
Meiling Parker, Russ Shermer and Roman Shor. Participants during the
Late Summer Series included Hitchins/Hulings, Broadway, Parker, and
Mancuso. At the end of the series, Dave Broadway took the first place
and John Parker second.

Upcoming Governor’s Cup Regatta (Oct 18 and 19)
The J24 fleet has taken the task of organizing the 2014 Governor’s Cup
Regatta on AYC’s behalf. There is a team of J24 sailors, friends, and
family working on bringing a great event to AYC this year. Key elements to
the regatta fun include:
•
Friends = We are planning for a great turnout on the J24 fleet.
Let us know if you are wanting to participate and looking for crew.
•
Racing = We are requesting windward/leeward courses
from the Race Committee this year.
•
Gourmet Food = We are expecting some great food this
year throughout the event. Expect something special at Saturday
evening dinner.
•
DJ Dance Party = We are planning a Dance Party Saturday
night hosted by DJ Multicast Matt, our own J24 DJ.

If you would like your email address added to the J/24 Fleet
mailing list, please let us know. We use the mailing list periodically
throughout the year to communicate upcoming events with the
fleet.
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continued next page

Out of Town Events

Upcoming Out of Town J/24 Events

J/24 Downeast Regatta – Portland, ME (Sept. 6-7)

Below are the upcoming dates for J-24 racing.

With former AYC J/24 sailor Chris Lombardo providing the connection,
Laura Miller and Dave Broadway headed to Portland, ME to crew in the
28th Annual J/24 Downeast Regatta on Casco Bay. The weather window
was ideal for a long weekend in Maine to enjoy the sights and the mix
of 30 J/24s racing this event. Racing on Saturday was followed with a
lobster dinner at the Portland YC with plenty of Gritty’s local craft beer and
Screech Rum from Nova Scotia.

Venue			Event			Dates

This event will be the 2015 J/24 North American Championship venue. It
is a picturesque place to visit along with a well-run event, so a road trip
outside of the J/24 Texas Circuit Regatta might be of interest.

Lakewood Yacht Club

J/Fest (Circuit Stop)		

Nov. 1-2

Lake Canyon Yacht Club

Wurstfest			

Nov. 7-9

Lake Canyon Yacht Club

Texas Circus (Circuit Stop)

Nov. 15-16

If you are interested in participating in one of these out-of-town regattas
with the AYC J/24 Fleet, please contact John Parker or Jorge Martin-deNicolas. For general information on the J/24 Texas Circuit, you may visit
http://www.j24texas.com for additional details.

HOOD – Houston Yacht Club (Sept 20 – 21)
During September, traveling members of the J/24 fleet participated in
the Houston Open One Design (HOOD) at Houston Yacht Club on Galveston
Bay. Six Austin Yacht Club boats, the largest number of J24s from a single
club, participated in the event: Natalie Penner with Giggles, Stuart
Juengst with Vang Go, David Broadway with Superman, Jorge Martinde-Nicolas with Thunder Cookie, Chris Hammel and the UT Sailing Club
students on Jolly Bevo I, and John Parker with Chupacabra. The teams
enjoyed some great sailing both days of the event with plenty of breeze.
At the end of 5th J/24 circuit stop of 2014, Natalie Penner and team
Giggles took the best AYC finish of 5th place.
Laura Miller with boat moorings at J24 Downeast Regatta
Photo Courtesy: Dave Broadway

Jolly Bevo I team launching at Houston Yacht Club in preparation for the Houston Open
One Design Regatta
Photo Courtesy: Rush Shermer
Dave Broadway and Superman crew, Brayton Mager, with Fall Series 1st Place Trophy
Photo Courtesy: Laura Miller
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C Fleet Update

Ensign Fleet Update

by Chris Thompson

by Randolph Bertin

September has been a great month for sailing, the summer heat has abated
(mostly) and although the winds have been a bit squirrely, at least they
have been there. The Late Summer Series competition had a handful of
C-Fleeters joining in for some very fun and spirited racing. Yours truly
took the top honors sailing Three Hour Crewz as well as we ever have,
even beating B-Fleet boats in a shortened race 2. Hector Lujan brought it
to every race and hammered out second place on Banshee. John Durfor
and the Blue Note crew traded the lead back and forth with me for most of
race 3 and catches the third spot. Nick Dawe is still getting the feel of his
Catalina 25 and rounded out the fleet.
Governor’s Cup is less than 2 week away with a great ala carte format
for the race sign up and ensuing festivities. The event chairman, John
Parker and the J-24 fleet and other volunteers, are throwing a great party
afterwards. This is also a chance to score some more points for the KHF
Frequent Sailor drawings.

Balanced Fleet

Scuttlebutt has it that the Pearson 26 contingent is planning to storm the
Fall Series starting October 26th. It will be a 3 race series for C-Fleet due
to RC Duty. If you don’t have your boat ready to sail, come out and do some
crewing – drop me a note and I will do my best to get you a ride. More
boats = More FUN!!
The last series race of the year is November 16 and we will have RC duty –
I will be rounding up 10 or so volunteers in the weeks to come – please me
know if you can (or can’t) help. Goboatin@Gmail.com or 512-560-3456
are the best ways to reach me.
Looking past these events we have the Wild Turkey Regatta to close out the
racing season and the annual KHF meeting and Holiday Banquet will be
upon us before we know it.

	
  

The Late Summer Series brought a little bit of everything. We had a solid
showing with seven boats coming out every weekend, and eleven different
boats came out for at least one race in the series. We had some very light
air, several race days of east breeze (light to moderate) and short courses,
and to close things out, a bit of stronger, gusty wind from the South. There
were some over earlys, and some DNFs. There was a DSQ for finishing too
early and an OCS that wiped out an otherwise solid race. There was a port/
starboard incident that involved a dismasting. Above all, what the series
showcased was how balanced our fleet is across the board. Of the eight
races that made up the series, six different boats picked up a first place
finish: Tom Groll, Bill and Kelly Hawk, George and Frans Dahmen, Lewis
Price, Randolph Bertin, and the team of Doug Laws, Elliott Bray, and Deke
DeKeyser. While he did not win a race, I would like to point out that Fred
Ford and crew have been improving their starts (and spinnaker handling)
and they led the way up much of the first windward leg of the final race. It
all starts with small victories, and you build from there.
Now, about that port/starboard incident. We were starting in a breeze that
was gusting up into the mid-to-high teens, and the start line was squeezed
over almost on top of the east shore. As the fleet started on starboard tack
(heading SE), we were quickly running out of water. Boats needed an
opportunity to tack away but there wasn’t much time or space. Wherever you
were, obstacles crowded seemingly on all sides. A few boats tacked to port,
some having to sail backwards almost towards the start line to find a gap
to get through. Soon, as much of the fleet was now heading back out into
open water, with the shore looming, It looked like there was a reasonable
opportunity for one more boat to tack to port. But appearances can be
deceiving. One moment there was seemingly clear water, the next moment
there was a boat there. And then the wrenching sound of fiberglass crushing
continued next page
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into fiberglass, followed immediately by the crack of an aluminum tube
splitting in two, and the collapse of the mast and rigging down to the
deck. Fortunately, no one was injured. Mr Tom Romberg calmly assessed
the situation and quietly and politely offered a single word of comment:
“starboard”.
Newest Fleet Member(s)
It may be some time before he is active, but we would like to welcome
Nathan Daniel, grandson of Norma and Danny Lien and son of Beka to the
fleet. He arrived safely ashore in mid September. Congratulations!
Ensign 1152, the boat known around the club for a number of years as
Travis Moons, is rumored to have a new owner. That owner might be Eric
Creamer, son of previous fleet member (1970s and 80s) Cynthia Creamer.
Eric might be applying for AYC membership. Or perhaps none or only some
of this may be true. Time will tell.
Ensign 1710 is docked at AYC (though on a hydro-hoist?). The boat is
listed with the name David Tucker on the most recent race results, though
a boat displaying that number has not yet appeared in a race. Welcome to
the fleet, whether you plan to race or just enjoy some daysailing!
Jen Brown and her partner Matt, while not yet owners of an Ensign, at
least spent most of the recent series crewing on board Ensigns. We’re
happy to have you sail with us and hope that you will stick around!
Upcoming
The Governor’s Cup Regatta will be taking place October 18-19th and we
hope to have a few Ensigns taking part, which may be a few more than
we had last year.
The Fall Series, which will run four consecutive weekends, should produce
more thrills, but hopefully fewer spills than our recently concluded series.
PLEASE NOTE: Ensign Fleet has RC duty on 9 November for Fall Series #3.
Please mark your calendars and plan to come help us put on a successful
race for the other AYC fleets.

Ray & Sandra’s Sailing Adventure
by Ray Shull

Hanging out in the Florida Keys
We arrived in the Florida Keys (Marathon) several weeks ago and have
been tremendously enjoying the lifestyle in these islands. The pace is
very casual and the lifestyle is very focused on the water and activities
associated with this environment. Within a half mile of our marina we
have six or seven seafood restaurants, dozens of commercial lobster
fishing businesses, three reef snorkeling charter businesses, five marinas
for large sailboats and fishing trawlers, three haul out yards, a West
Marine with a great selection of sailing equipment, a couple of evening
dinner cruise charters, four or five scuba diving companies, and more
fishing charter boats than I could ever count.
Marathon is located on the east end of the famous Seven Mile Bridge.
The bridge was initially constructed as a railroad bridge from the Miami
area to Key West by Henry Flager. He was John Rockefeller’s founding
partner of Standard Oil in the late 1800’s and took his share of the
company’s value and started developing south Florida real estate. He
built this 100 mile section of railroad with his own personal funds and
even constructed a wharf in Key West where his trains could be directly
loaded onto a ship. The ships could then be driven to Havana where the
entire train could be unloaded and driven into Cuba. He was apparently
a man driven to accomplish large projects. The Seven Mile Bridge was
the centerpiece of this project, and even the then current US President
(Taft) attended its opening. In 1935 this bridge was severely damaged
by one of the largest hurricanes to ever hit the Florida Keys, was
subsequently purchased by the US Government, and then converted for
use by automobiles and trucks. It remained in this use until 1982, when
it was replaced by the current bridge. The old bridge was then partially
blown up by Arnold Schwarzenegger in the Movie “True Lies”, was
featured in a chase scene in “2 Fast 2 Furious,” had an armored truck
driven off of it in the James Bond film “License to Kill,” and was also used
in the movie “Mission Impossible 3.”
Except for when the old bridge is being used in action movies, the twomile section nearest Marathon is open for walking, running, and biking
every day. We’ve been frequently going to this section to enjoy the
exercise, take advantage of the great ocean view with the Atlantic Ocean
on one side and the Gulf of Mexico on the other side, and watch the
amazing wildlife that lives in and passes though this area.

continued next page
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Here’s the End of the Accessible Portion of the Original Seven Mile Bridge.
They Reused the Original Train Rails for the Guard Rails

We’ve seen numerous kinds of large fish (tarpon, jack, needle fish,
snappers, mackerel, and flying fish), watched the numerous rays as they
cruise through the shallow areas (sting rays, spotted rays, and eagle
rays), watched dolphins playing in the water, and watched various types
of turtles swim under the bridge. Additionally, the pelicans, gulls, smaller
seabirds, ospreys, and cormorants entertain us as we pass. We’ve noticed
that a group of pelicans frequently soar very near the upwind side of the
bridge approaching us, and casually move about ten feet away for us as
they near, and then move right back into their path a few inches above
the bridge rail after they pass. We have to frequently remind ourselves to
keep going on our exercise pace and not just stop and watch the wildlife
show in the air and on the water.

A Very Large Turtle at the Bridge (estimated six feet flipper span)

Another activity that we have enjoyed here in Marathon started at the
Marathon Yacht Club when one evening we attended their weekly Trivia
Night contest. We met a member originally from New Jersey who raced
ice boats all over the world (at least the colder parts), and settled in the
Florida Keys about twenty years ago. We’ve named our team the Ice
Boaters after his cold weather exploits. The first time we attended the
event at the MYC, we were fortunate to win one of the rounds of trivia and
were hooked. The MYC closed for several weeks in September and our
partner suggested that we attend the Trivia Night at the Bahama Breeze
Grille while the MYC was closed. We’ve enjoyed that also, although
we’ve found that the trivia topics at the Bahama Breeze sometimes are
a little out of our expertise. One time the trivia topic was Disney Movies
and Princesses, which we were a little less than knowledgeable on. One
trivia question was which Princess sang as her signature song “A Whole
New World”. We looked at each other without a clue, and after a great
deal of discussion decided that our best guess was “Bruce Jenner.” We
didn’t get any points for that answer but did get a round of applause for
creativity.
We’re enjoying these various activities here in the Keys while we wait
for Hurricane Season to come to an end (or at least what a majority of
weather experts think is the end), before heading east to the Bahama
Islands. We are currently planning to cast off the dock lines and continue
our southeastward journey in the latter part of October. With this date
approaching soon, I decided that before leaving we should haul the boat
out, repaint the antifouling layer, add some planned equipment, and
go over everything else to make sure she is ready for some extended
voyaging.
We located a nearby haul out yard that we liked, arranged for the boat
removal date, and planned for a scuba diving trip where I could preclean the hull a few days before the haul out. When I finally had the
weather and wave conditions to allow a smooth anchoring for the boat
cleaning (the day before the haul out), I was amazed to find that in the
three months since the last cleaning, that a large amount of wildlife
had taken up residence on the hull. Primarily on the keel, there were
barnacles (expected), mussels/clams (not expected), and even small
sponges (very surprising) that had taken up residence on the bottom of
the keel. Obviously it was past time to replenish the anti-fouling paint on
the hull.
The next day we unloaded a few items from the boat, Sandra caught the
dock lines as I cast them off and helped me start the boat out of the slip,
and then she drove the truck over to the boat yard to meet me. I made
the short trip over to the yard, tied up the boat, and went in to the office
to sign in. Several minutes later I returned to the boat and to my surprise
found the resident security cat from the marina sleepily stretching and
waking up in the cockpit. Apparently this very friendly cat (Buddy) was
continued next page
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asleep inside our boat when I left the marina, and didn’t wake up until
I arrived at the boat yard, only to find out that he was in an unfamiliar
spot. We discovered we had our first stow-away of our voyages. We
carried Buddy over to the truck and Sandra drove him back to the marina,
where he could continue his needed occupation of marina security guard
cat.

One interesting event occurred during my application of the new bottom
paint. I had applied the first coat of bottom paint, which was a green
color, and discovered that the paint coverage was much less than
indicated by the manufacturer. When I discovered that I needed more
paint, I went to purchase more paint and found they only had blue paint
in the type I needed. Thus I decided to use blue as the second coat of
paint. As I was applying this nice blue color to the hull, suddenly a Blue
Jay flew by and landed on the hull support pads. Since this seemed like
a nice commentary on the paint color selection, I pulled my phone out
and prepared to take a picture of the Blue Jay on the boat. Suddenly
the Blue Jay flew from the boat and landed on my left shoulder. I
quickly attempted to take a selfie of me and the Blue Jay, and was
able to capture this event. I still think he/she was making a statement
of approval of the nice blue color on the boat. He/she stayed on my
shoulder for several moments before flying off into the nearby mangrove
trees.

Buddy the Security Cat (AKA – Stowaway Cat)

After waiting for the boat ahead of us to be launched (a Hans Christian
38 that was brought over from the Bahamas with no functioning engine
and very questionable sails – impressive sailing skill), we hauled our
home of the last six months out of the water and began the work. Four
days later she had a bright new bottom color, a little brighter shine to her
sides, new zincs on the propeller, and a few other minor improvements.
The other major improvement was the addition of a diesel generator set,
but this work ran behind schedule due to some scheduling problems with
the local installation company. The boat was launched with most of the
important work done (at least the parts that needed the boat out of the
water), and the rest was completed at the marina. I think she is ready for
her trip to the Bahamas now.

The Blue Jay Giving Me the Clear Approval of the Color Selection of the New Paint

Next month we should have an update on our first part of our trip to the
Bahama Islands including the Bimini Islands, a trip to Nassau to visit
a long term friend, and others (islands, that is). Anyone who wants to
follow our journey can follow our location more closely on our satellite
tracking site at:
https://share.delorme.com/RayShull
Additionally, please check out Sandra’s blog site at the following address
for more information and photos of our trip:
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/noagenda/

Irregardless with Her New Bottom Paint – Ready to Launch
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AYC Scuttlebutt
by Bill Records

LATE SUMMER SERIES

“ The pessimist complains about the wind, the optimist expects it to change, the realist adjusts the sails” -- William Arthur Ward
Lately one has to be a realist to race successfully on Lake Travis. We either have a lot of wind or none at all. And to top it all, the wind came from the
east for most of the series. This resulted in very short weather legs, making the windward mark roundings very congested. For those boats sailing the
long distance courses ( multi-hulls, PHRF B, PHRF C), there was a silver lining, Reaching! After rounding E mark, you had two long reaches from 4
to B, sometimes a beam, sometimes close. This gave the skippers the opportunity to work on sail trim and straight line speed. Boats stayed so close
to each other that you could hear the bow waves of the other boats! One skipper was heard yelling “ This is great sailboat racing!!”, and it was! The
Fall Series starts Oct 26th and with cooler temps and good wind should be fun. There is talk of a large turnout for B and C fleets, so we might need a
longer starting line!
CRUISE CLINIC II
The cruise clinic in July was so successful, we decided to have one on Nov 15th. We will start earlier (12PM) due to daylight savings. We will have
discussions on anchoring and other cruising topics as well as a lesson on docking a sailboat under power and under sail. Lately there have been some
unfortunate incidents involving boats leaving and returning to the docks. We will discuss technique, proper etiquette , and most importantly safety. This
will be followed by live demonstrations down at the docks. I think that every skipper will learn something and you don’t need a boat to attend.

Cafe au Lait
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AYC 2014 RACE CALENDAR

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Commodore
Past Commodore
Vice Commodore
Secretary
Treasurer
Race Commander
Buildings & Grounds Cdr.
Harbor Commander
Sail Training Commander

John Morran
Christopher Dwight
Barry Bowden
Jen Schwan
Molly Lewis
John Halter
Doug Casey
Wade Bingaman
Eric Rochard

Oct 18-19		
Oct 26		
Nov 2		
Nov 8-9		
Nov 9		
Nov 16		
Nov 29		

Governor’s Cup Regatta
Fall Series Race #1 		
Fall Series Race #2 			
TSA Team Race
Fall Series Race #3 		
Fall Series Race #4 		
Wild Turkey Regatta

1:30 first signal RC: PHRF B
1:30 first signal RC: SC21
1:30 first signal RC: Ensign
1:30 first signal RC: PHRF C

AYC STAFF
General Manager
Head Caretaker
Sailing Director

Jackie Wheeless
Tom Cunningham
Kate Noble

AUSTIN YACHT CLUB
5906 Beacon Drive
Austin, Texas 78734-1428
Office: 512-266-1336
Office FAX: 512-266-9804
Clubhouse: 512-266-1897

E-MAIL AND WEBSITE
www.austinyachtclub.net
office@austinyachtclub.net

NEWSLETTER
Susie McDonald, Editor
Email submissions by 1st of month to:
ghowiellc@aol.com

AYC BUSINESS HOURS
Wednesday - Sunday
CLOSED MONDAY AND TUESDAY

9:00A - 5:00P

Closed Club Holidays:
New Year's Day
January 1
Easter Sunday
April 24
Independence Day
July 4
Thanksgiving Day
November 24
Shopping Day
November 25
Christmas Day
December 25

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
E-MAIL ADDRESSES
buildings_grounds@austinyachtclub.net
race_commander@austinyachtclub.net
vice_commodore@austinyachtclub.net
membership@austinyachtclub.net
sail_training@austinyachtclub.net
commodore@austinyachtclub.net
secretary@austinyachtclub.net
treasurer@austinyachtclub.net
harbor_commander@austinyachtclub.net

AYC 2014 NON-RACING EVENTS
Oct 23
Oct 25-26
Oct 25
Nov 1
Nov 13
Nov 15
Nov 20
Nov 22-23

AYC Board of Directors Meeting 		
ASA 101 Basic Keelboat Class
Fall Women’s Sailing Clinic
Big Brothers/Big Sisters
AYC Board of Directors Meeting 		
Fall Cruising Clinic
AYC Annual Membership Meeting		
ASA 101 Basic Keelboat Class

SAVE THE DATE
AYC ANNUAL BANQUET
Sunday, December 7, 2014
At the Broken Spoke!

7:30p Clubhouse

7:30p Clubhouse
7:00p Clubhouse

Susie is taking a break
from the Telltale!
So if we missed
something or it just
doesn’t look right don’t blame her.
We’re trying.
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Austin Yacht Club

5906 Beacon Road
Austin, TX 78734-1428

HULL CLEANING

Hire the Froelich and Brock Roadrunners for all your boat cleaning needs!

Is Your Boat Dirty?
Are You Too Busy To Clean It?
The Froelich and Brock Roadrunners are working to earn money to race in the upcoming
Texas Sailing Association Circuit. We clean boat hulls, and scrub and polish decks.

BEFORE

AFTER

Please support us and contact us for a quote or order at
ethan@hasystems.com

