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Racing at the Austin Yacht Club

Huge thanks go to Dane Ohe and Vic Manning for
organizing and executing a fantastic Centerboard
Regatta on September 12-13. The 62 competitors
across five fleets and the many volunteers involved in
the regatta enjoyed a beautiful almost-Fall weekend
with great wind, clear skies and cool temperatures.
The Race Committee, led by John Parker and our
fearless race commander Ed Taylor managed to pull
off a trapezoid course, to my knowledge a first for an AYC regatta. Despite
a few hurdles associated with doing something like this for the first time,
race committee and competitors all figured it out and even earned a
“they got it perfect” from Brad Davis on Day 2. I read a quote on the
internet regarding trapezoid courses that I think almost everyone who
participated in the regatta can relate to:

by Barry Bowden

I would like to use my space this month to call your
attention to the great article on page 18 of this issue.
It’s called “Use Race Committee Days to Improve Your
Sailing”. We were given a great example of good
race committee work on the Centerboard Regatta
held in September. John Parker, Vic Manning, Ed
Taylor and a great many others set up and ran their
races using “trapezoid” courses that are similar to ones used for the Olympic
Trials. These courses allow different fleets to share the same race area at the
same time with minimal interaction.
While this was the first time we had used this at AYC, they were able to
make it work quite well.
We have quite a few new members as well as a number of members who
have been around for some time that have not given time to helping with
a race committee often enough to improve their own racing skills.
Helping out on a RC day has a lot of benefits. Probably one of the best
ones is that you generally get to spend some quality time with other
members who you may not have gotten to know as well. We spend a
lot of time racing our own boats, but time spent with other members is
an opportunity to get to know someone much better while providing the
service of running races to help the other sailors.
We have enough series races during the year that each fleet has the
opportunity to provide RC at least twice and maybe more times. There
are also the regattas that need to be manned as well. Ample opportunity
is available for everyone to have a chance to help and find how what
the races look like from a different perspective. I encourage each of our
members to pitch in and spend some time out on the water learning more
about how races are conducted and have the chance to get to know more
of the great folks at AYC that you might not have met before.
Our last major regatta of the year will be the Governors Cup Regatta on
October 24-25. If you aren’t planning on racing your own boat, get
in touch with the AYC office and we will find you a spot on the Race
Committee for that weekend. Make some new friends and come out and
learn something new, or just give a hand if you know what you are doing.

by Molly Lewis

Whatever “clever person” invented the trapezoid
a) has never had to set a trapezoid
b) has never had to try to adjust a trapezoid
c) has never had to sail a trapezoid
d) has never had to score a race run on a trapezoid or
e) all of the above.
But now we’ve got a group of sailors who have set, adjusted, sailed, and
scored a trapezoid course. Congrats to all involved. By all accounts, the
food, the company, the venue, and everything else associated with the
regatta came together wonderfully to make it a great weekend. Great job
to Dane Ohe, Vic Manning, John Parker, Ed Taylor, Pat Manning, Chris
Thompson, and all of the other CBR volunteers!
Coming up later this month on October 24 and 25 is the Governor’s
Cup Regatta, led by James Wilsford. The regatta is open to all classes
of boats, and will include a separate centerboard course as well as a
separate course for Junior FJs, Lasers, and Optimists. Come out on Friday
night (23rd) for registration and game night, and stick around Saturday
after the races for musical entertainment and fabulous food (I mentioned
this is a James Wilsford event didn’t I?). On Sunday, the Sea Scouts will be
serving up burgers as a fundraiser. Don’t miss out!

It’s Time to Pick Up Your 2015 AYC Directory and Handbook
The 2015 Directory and Handbook is available now in the AYC office. Please come by and
pick yours up at your convenience. Out-of-town members may send a request to have their
directories mailed to them. Please email gm@austinyachtclub.net and include your full
mailing address.
Office hours are Wednesday through Sunday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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Notes from Your GM
by Jackie Wheeless

Just in time for your Fall gardening projects ...
There is a pile of mulch by the big dumpster (past the cabins on the way
to the lower parking lot) that is available to anyone who would like to
haul it off. If it’s not hauled off by the end of October, it’ll be relocated.
Please, come take as much of it as you can use!!
The pool will be winterized and covered on Monday, November 2.
After the recent lake rise, members seem to have lost the CREW BENCH.
Just so you know, the crew bench is now located next to the picnic table
below the office (outside the bathhouses).
Please be sure to check your “Promotions” inbox for the member wide
emails that are sent out from AYC (MailChimp). Some email services
deliver these emails into promotions or spam rather than into your inbox.
Did You Know?
Austin Yacht Club is a US Sailing MVP Partner. What does this mean to
you as a member of both Austin Yacht Club and US Sailing???? It means
that members of Austin Yacht Club save money and the club earns
valuable credit.

• Austin Yacht Club members receive a discounted US Sailing
Membership ($10 discount for individuals, $5 discount for youths,
and $15 discount for families).
• Austin Yacht Club receives a $10 credit ($5 for youths) for every
member who joins the club’s MVP Program and exactly 1/2 that
amount every time a member renews. The Club can use these credits
to expand the training, racing and safety programs available at the
Club, supplies from the US Sailing store, registration for symposiums
and more.
• A portion of your dues are returned to the Club. The Club can use
the credits for nearly everything US Sailing offers: training programs,
supplies from the store, registration for symposiums and more.
• US Sailing is committed to growing participation at the local level. By
becoming an MVP Partner, you are increasing access to programs and
services that strengthen sailing for us all.
Austin Yacht Club’s unique link is ussailingmvp.com/austinyc. New and
renewing US Sailing members can join through the unique link. If you
have questions, please contact Lauren Cotta – US Sailing Membership
Manager, 401-683-0800 ext. 624, laurencotta@ussailing.org

WELCOME OCTOBER NEW MEMBERS!

Richie Amato
Junior Member

Taylor Snyder
Junior Member

Sharva Paralkar
Junior Member

Photos by Jackie Wheeless

Adam Kerrick
Senior Probationary Member

Not Shown:
Lucy McElmurry
Junior Member
Nick Denby
Reinstated Senior Probationary
Audrey Murdock
Junior Member
Harry Sage
Junior Member
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Sarah Jayawant
Associate Probationary

Join Us For Wild Turkey Regatta
Annual Membership Meeting
The Holidays
Annual Banquet
SAVE THE
Roadrunner Holiday Party
DATE!
November 28
December 3
December 5

December 13
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Sailing Director Report
by Kate Noble

Bring on the cooler temperatures and beautiful
sailing weather! After growing up with a short New
England sailing season, I always feel so grateful for
the gorgeous sailing conditions that come with Fall
in Texas and the opportunity to keep our programs
running year-round.
Outreach Programs
AYC had the opportunity to partner
with two outstanding local non-profit
organizations this past month. It’s a
wonderful thing when we can break
down some of the barriers of our sport
and provide sailing opportunities
for children, especially those who
are underserved and at-risk in our
community.
On September 19, Explore Austin sent
Photo by Anne Morely
a group of 15 girls and their mentors to
AYC for an afternoon of team-building. Explore Austin is a local organization
that combines the benefits of mentoring and outdoor adventure in a sixyear program for 6th through 12th grade underserved youth. Focusing on
team building and leadership training, Explore Austin helps “Explorers”
(participants) increase self-confidence, build character, and develop a
sense of responsibility for themselves and those around them. Many thanks
to the AYC members who volunteered their boats, time and talents to take
the group sailing – Ed Taylor, Anne and Kristin Morely, Ryan Harden, Mark
and Kathy Voories, and Mark Zion.
The following weekend, September 26, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central
Texas sent another group of young women and their “Big Sisters,” to AYC
for a sail as part of their Sister 2 Sister Program which provides activities for
their organization’s female Big/Little matches. The Sister 2 Sister Program
is required to have only females present during activities in an effort to
create a safe and empowering space for their female Littles so this event
was for our talented female AYC sailors only! Thank you to the skippers and
crew helpers who volunteered – Rosanne Butera, Candace Miller, Renee
Ruais, Rachel Loziuk, Diane Covert, Tracey Henson, Brigitte Rochard,
Stephanie Froelich, Jennifer Loehlin and Maggie McElmurry. Also a big
thank you to Fred Ford who loaned his Ensign for our group to take out. Our
female volunteers served as wonderful role models for the Little Sisters and
everyone had a fantastic time!
Adult Sailing Programs
Our Women’s Sailing Clinic scheduled for October 17 is now FULL with 20
students. We are currently on a wait list and hoping to recruit a few more
volunteers so that we can get even more ladies out on the water. This clinic
always takes an extraordinary amount of volunteer support to organize and
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execute and I am so grateful for everyone who has signed up to skipper,
crew, loan their boat, cook or serve. We’re looking forward to an amazing
day of female bonding and fun on the water!
Our FJ Training Series has been an incredibly popular addition to our Sail
Training line-up. Many thanks to Coach Coleman Terrell who has done
a fantastic job coaching this class. He is a fantastic and knowledgeable
resource for those interested in double-handed dinghy sailing after sailing
himself for Texas A&M Galveston’s collegiate team and coaching junior FJ
sailors on the regional level in California as well as nationally. We will be
rolling out an Intermediate Series next month to build upon our Beginner
Series. This class is open to those who have completed our May, August and/
or September Beginner Series and will meet from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. on Sunday mornings in November.
As always, if you are interested in any of our training programs or would like
to volunteer, please contact me at kate@austinyachtclub.net or give me a
call at the AYC office.
Junior Sailing Program
The Fall Season of our Junior Sailing Season wraps after Governor’s Cup
Regatta. For those interested in continuing their training through midDecember, the Late Fall Season begins Halloween weekend. Saturday
practice times will move forward one hour due to Daylight Savings
Time. The full schedule for the Late Fall Season and registration are now
available on our website.
Junior Racing News
Our AYC juniors were out in full force for AYC’s Centerboard Regatta
September 12-13. 25 total juniors competed over the weekend – 11
Opti sailors, two Laser sailors, 10 FJ sailors and two beach cat sailors. The

Photo by Bill Records
Practice makes perfect. Coach Coleman provides strategy tips to Junior Centerboard Regatta racers.

Centerboard Regatta, with its unique course and varied conditions made for
an exciting first regatta for Aidan Krempetz, Aidan and Lucas Romo-Loomis,
and Lucas Alcocer, and a great learning experience for all of our juniors.
Many thanks to Dane Ohe, Vic Manning and their regatta team for running
a great event. Congrats to our junior trophy winners! In Optis: 4th Nicholas
Carew, 3rd Fiona Froelich, 2nd Lucas Tenrreiro and 1st Jamie Brock. In
FJs: 3rd Ben Froelich and crew Mae, 2nd place Lucy Brock and Julius
Heitkoetter. In beach cats: 1st place Ethan Froelich!
continued next page

Our Roadrunner junior sailors continue to impress around the state and
beyond! See articles by Roadrunner contributers in this edition of the
Telltale for news on the latest TSA regattas and more! To keep up to date
with the Roadrunner Fleet Racing Team, check out their website at: https://
aycroadrunner.wordpress.com/.
ROADRUNNER OF THE MONTH: ETHAN FROELICH
Ethan Froelich is one of AYC’s most accomplished junior sailors. Whether he’s
sailing his Optimist at practice, crosstraining at Laser practice, racing FJs at
the AYC Fund Fleet Challenge, or more
recently a Prindle 16 at AYC’s Centerboard
Regatta, you can always find Ethan at
the top of the fleet. Ethan is extremely
dedicated, focused and hardworking and
it’s evident by his race results. He is a
role model for other sailors in our Junior
Sailing Program and a real leader. During
practice, Ethan is constantly looking out for newer sailors, encouraging
them, helping them to tune their boats correctly, and offering advice and
tidbits of knowledge. For using his experience and talents to become a real
leader for our team, Ethan Froelich is our Roadrunner of the month!

Team AYC at Endless Summer Regatta

Endless Summer Regatta
September 19-20 Seabrook SC
14 traveling Roadrunners meant the team brought both trailers to
Seabrook. Welcome to the crazy fun, Radial sailor Andrew Butler! Special

Roadrunner Fleet News
by Stefan Froelich

Centerboard Regatta
September 12-13 AYC
Lucy rocked it with some top 10 finishes!

shout out to Eric who finished first in the Green fleet, Jamie who scored
second in white fleet, and Ethan who placed fourth in the blue fleet.
Pirates of the Corinthian
October 3-4 Dallas Corinthian YC
What a week! First and in preparation for this regatta, a total of 10 sailors
raced their personal boats on the Monday before for an epic practice
session. The weather was amazing with excellent wind and fabulous air
temps. On Wednesday, the Roadrunners continued to clock their time on
the water with Coach Kate and Coach Coleman.
The Centerboard Regatta was raced by approximately 25 junior sailors! There
were 11 Optimists, 12 FJ sailors, a handful of laser sailors, and juniors on two
different multi hulls! That’s nearly 50% of the registered boats. Roadrunners
earned impressive results in each of those fleet categories. Go to http://www.
austinyachtclub.net/centerboard-registration-test/2015-centerboard-regattaresults-provisional/ for a full listing of the results for the Centerboard Regatta.

On Friday, a clan of 13 racers headed to Dallas Corinthian Yacht Club
on Lake Lewisville for the regatta, making AYC the largest contingent at
this circuit stop. There were two boat trailers, two RVs, lots of tents, one
kayak, three coach boats (and three bicycles) to support the effort!
Unphased by the increase in strategic start lines and very fluky wind, Eric
Jayawant’s first RWB regatta found him impressively finishing midfleet!
His younger sister, Anna, also successfully completed her first ever TSA
continued next page
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regatta in the green fleet. Meanwhile, on the laser line, Andrew Butler
scored a 2 in Race 6! This is only his second stop on the TSA Circuit.
The real highlight of the weekend, though, was camping at DCYC. We
celebrated Tag der Deutschen Einheit (“Day of German Reunification”)
hosted by the Heitkoetters who served bratwurst, sauerkraut, potato salad,
German bread, and cake while the younger pirates ran amuck.

Centerboard Regatta 2015
by Dane Ohe and Vic Manning

The saying goes that it takes four things to make a regatta successful:
Sailors, Wind, Good Food and Plenty of Beverages! The 2015 Centerboard
Regatta had all these in abundance. With 62 competitors, beautiful weather
and great wind, tasty breakfast tacos and a delicious dinner and libations
afterwards, the Centerboard Regatta was every measure a great success.
This year the race committee ran challenging trapezoidal and long
distance courses which were outlined upside down on the front of the
regatta shirt so the competitors had a handy course diagram with them
at all times. There were five fleets, including Flying Juniors, Sunfish,
Multi-hulls, Centerboard Handicap and Optis. The Multi-hulls sailed the
long distance course while the Optis sailed the same trapezoidal course
as the other fleets. Early on Saturday the wind started out light, but began
to steadily build up until race time. There was consistent wind the entire
racing day out of the north east. On Sunday there was again plenty of
wind, but this time out of the south. Competitors got to sample a variety of
wind conditions during the regatta, adding to the challenge.

Team Hats
Would you like a team hat? We are ordering more silver Gill hats,
with the AYC Roadrunner Racing Team logo on the front and for a few
extra dollars you can add a boat name or sailor name on the back.
Approximate cost $25, depending on the final quantity ordered. If
interested, please email stephanie@hasystems.com with the quantity you
want and any customized text.

TIME’S
RUNNING
OUT!

The fifth thing that is required to make a successful regatta that usually isn’t
mentioned as much as the previous four things is a great team of people to
run the regatta, which we also had in abundance. We had a race committee
lead by John Parker, assisted by Vic Manning, which consisted of 16
people total, including scoring. On race committee were Ed Taylor (scoring),
Chris Thompson (scoring), Travis Loseke, James Parson, Erik Schwarz, Fred
Ford, Willis Thorstad, Bill Hawk, Kelly Hawk, Gustavo Tenrreiro, Jeff Lin,
Mark Vories, Colleen Taylor and Stefan Froelich. There were nine people
in the kitchen for breakfasts and dinner. They served 90 meals on Saturday
night and presided over breakfast both Saturday and Sunday. Leading the
food effort was Pat Manning assisted by Molly Lewis, Stephanie Froelich,
Mary Carew, Summer Yen, Constanze Hietkoetter, Kelly Thorstad and Marla
Romo-Loomis. Thanks to McKenna Boyd, Christopher Jansson and the UT
Sailing Club for serving 85 lunches on Sunday after the racing was over.
Also thank you to the Sailing Coaches, Kate Noble and Coleman Terrell, for
their work with the Junior Sailors. And of course a thank you to the AYC staff,
Jackie and Tom. Finally want to thank Bill Records and Bruce McDonald for
their photography work.
I would like to single out several other people for special thanks,
including Molly Lewis for allowing us the opportunity to run the event
and to Barry Bowden and the Board of Directors for hosting the event.
Also a heartfelt thanks to Pat Manning for organizing the food, to Chris
Thompson for leading the Scoring and to John Parker as PRO. A special
thanks to Vic Manning for taking over the regatta chair duties during my
unplanned absence during June and July.
The 2015 Centerboard Regatta continued a tradition of fantastic events
held at AYC and I know everyone is looking forward to next year.
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Centerboard Regatta

Jake Miller
Photos by Bill Records

CBregattatraffic

Adrian Romo-Loomis

Nick Carew

continued next page
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Centerboard Regatta
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Centerboard Regatta
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Photos by Dane Ohe

13

Late Summer Series

Photos by Cheryl Pervier
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Late Summer Series

Photos by Cheryl Pervier

continued next page

16

Photos by Molly Lewis
17

Need a Boat, I Know Where They Are
by Jim Johnstone

I was down at the lake today working on my boat. The
mud daubers had built a nest the size of a baseball in my
generator causing it to idle at full throttle. It was a real
endurance test to carry 60 lbs of mud and generator up
the hill to my truck, and only a little easier to carry it back
down again after getting the mud daubers out.
Things begin to deteriorate as soon as you buy them whether you use them
or not. If you use a boat, especially if you race it, things can break and get
worn out faster, but boats just seem to rot away sitting in the water providing
a place for spiders to make their webs.
While I was down at the club today recovering from the strain of generator
toting, I walked the docks and noticed a lot of boats that could be out
sailing except no one is taking care of them. The topsides have dark age
spots on their skin like a I do, and who knows what the bottom looks like.
The registration is years out of date.
At one point in their life
these boats were the apple
of someone’s eye, a proud
possession to be cared for and
enjoyed. Now they seem to
have become liabilities, seldom
visited by their owners, dock
lines fraying, turning black
from fungus and bird poo, covered with cobwebs. They would make a good
haunted house.
If you are looking for an inexpensive boat, take a stroll around our docks
and find one of these hidden gems. I suspect the owner would be willing to
part with the boat for a small price, considering that they are not using it,
and it is costing them money every month to have it sit in a slip. With a little
elbow grease you might find an excellent cruiser or racer underneath all
that grime.
It may be a good idea to replace the running and standing rigging and check
below for leaks or mud dauber nests and walk the deck looking for soft spots.
All of these can be fixed by competent do-it-yourselfers or professionally if you
buy the boat at the right price, say not over three figures.
If you get one, ask your fellow Club members for advice on repairs and
where to get stuff cheap. They may have used sails that they would like to
get rid of, or see your local sailmaker to see what is available.
If you happen to be the owner of one of these boats, come on down to the
club and check your dock lines. Bring your cleaning gear or hire out the
Roadrunners to do it for you. After your boat is clean, take it out for a sail,
see what fun you have been missing!

MUST !
READ

Use Race Committee Days
to Improve Your Own Sailing
by Clemmie Everett, WindCheck Magazine

Sailing is tough. The tasks of trimming sails, steering, shifting weight and
tweaking sail controls to maximize boat speed is a great challenge unto
itself – and once you feel at least mildly competent with boathandling, you
need to get your head out of the boat and learn tactics and strategy. To add
to the confusion, the race committee can sometimes catch you off guard
with flags and signals that seem to come out of nowhere.
But, believe it or not, a great way to learn more about sailboat racing is to
actually step out of your sailboat and join the race committee team. Beyond
providing great opportunities to learn through observation, putting some
time in on the race committee boat is also an opportunity to learn the rules
that apply to the race committee’s actions and to give back to a sport that
is self-policing and is run by volunteers on all but the highest levels. Doing
race committee can seem like giving up a day to help others, and it is. But if
you’re smart about it, a day of race committee can also be a day to improve
your own sailing skills.
A day on race committee is not a day to relax and get a tan – you will
undoubtedly be put to work. Depending on the size of the regatta and your
role on the race committee, you may be moving marks, timing for starts,
raising flags, scoring the racing, helping with safety, or all of the above.
That said, almost any role on the race committee affords an opportunity to
observe other sailors. If you’re on the starting line, look at how boats set up
for the start. Are they on the line or well below it? If you’re at a mark, watch
how the lead boats set up for the rounding. How does their approach differ
from those at the back of the pack? If you can determine why some boats
look better than others, you can apply those lessons to your own racing.
Don’t be shy about asking your fellow race committee members about
what they see. Race committee is also a great chance to meet other
sailors and learn from their experience. You can also snap a few pictures
or jot down a few notes to refer back to later, or to ask competitors about
after racing. Of course, be sure not to let your observations get in the way
of your race committee obligations and be sure not to interfere in any way
with the racing.
If you’ve looked carefully at the Racing Rules of Sailing, you probably
know that Part II addresses issues that arise when boats meet. Most postrace discussions, whether friendly or heated, are over rules in that section
of the book.
Yet Part II is only a piece of the pie. The flags depicted in the inside cover
are more than just a colorful welcome to the book and Part III isn’t just
there to keep Part II company. Flags and visual signals are one of the race
committee’s primary methods to communicate with competitors, and Part III
describes standard procedures for the race committee to run racing.
You can learn these rules by staring at the rule book or by making flash
cards, but once you’ve raised flag C and blown repetitive sounds, you won’t
continued next page
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forget what C looks like or that it means change of course. Chances are, you
will also become more aware of why and when a committee will (or will not)
change the course. While sailing your race and focusing on everything that’s
going on in your boat and the boats around you, you may not be aware of a
shift, but the race committee is constantly monitoring the wind to ensure a
square course.
Adjusting for a windshift involves some timely work for the race committee,
and after being involved with that process once or twice, you’ll have a better
sense as a competitor as to when and why a race committee might change
or shorten course. In addition to Race Signals and Part III rules, your time
on race committee might help you find Appendix A, which explains scoring,
another area that seems to completely baffle some sailors.
Finally, serving on the race committee is a way to give back to the sport.
Most races are run by volunteers, so if you have ever enjoyed a day on the
water racing, it’s a nice idea to pass that along to other competitors. Serving
on race committee can be hot, cold, lonely, or tedious at times, but running
good races can also be incredibly informative for your own sailing skills.
Chances are that next time you take your boat out to the course, you’ll have
a better understanding of what the race committee is trying to do or say and
why, which can only be helpful for your own sailing. And once you become
an experienced contributor to the race committee, you can move into
hearing protests, and enrich your understanding of the rules by doing so.
Note: Clemmie Everett is the Assistant Sailing Coach at Rye Country Day School in Rye,
NY. Find more content from WindCheck magazine at their website:
www.windcheckmagazine.com

Keel Fleet Update
by Chris Thompson

Another successful Beer Can season has ended with over 700 meals
served by a team of fabulous volunteer cooks. This does not include
the Ensign’s work for the month of June, so I would guess the total
approaches a thousand meals. Over 400 hamburgers were served with
countless pounds of accompanying goodies. I must extend a huge THANK
YOU to everyone who contributed to this great tradition, including the
AYC staff. We were able to garner participation from a wide range of long
time and new members, spreading the work among many rather than a
few, and I had a great time being the “marshall” for these great teams
of volunteers. I hope to indoctrinate some new BC coordinators for next
season to keep the process working so anyone interested please drop me
a call or note. April will be back none too soon.
The Series Registration process has been working nicely, thank you to those
who are following the rules. With the new iPad scoring system, it is helpful
to have the boats populated in the data file before scoring begins. A boat
added on the water must be added to the scoring software and data file
after the fact – one of the things that slows down the scoring process.

registered, different/wrong/multiple sail numbers, withdrawals without
notifying RC, sail numbers without scores, etc. A typical race takes 10-20
minutes per fleet/start to process, depending on the number of boats and
the above caveats. Given this, a normal weekly series race requires about
an hour to process. Regattas and End of Series can take a little more
time as there can be more fleet splits/starts and the results need to be
cross checked. SO… rather than bug the scorers (“Are you done yet?”)
just have another beverage and tell another story – it takes as long as
it takes. We will be putting together documentation and training for the
iPad and desktop systems as part of RC training in the future.
After Governor’s Cup, the Wild Turkey Regatta and Keel Fleet Annual
Meeting are just around the corner (end of November). Awards for the
Fleet Championship and Frequent Sailor Program will be doled out. Most
important, new officers and committee members will be selected. I call
on you Keel Fleeters out there who have been on the sidelines, enjoying
the efforts of the great volunteer organization we have, to step up to your
turn at the plate. You will find it quite rewarding. When you hear a visiting
sailor remark at how much they enjoy coming to AYC because of our
welcoming and can-do attitude, it makes you feel quite good. There is no
place quite like AYC! I will see you there.

B Fleet Update
by Jim Johnstone

As I write this, late summer is boiling down to two races. In the first race of the
series, B fleet had committee duty, after postponing on the shore, we still got
out to the lake and managed to start the first race on time. There was a little
hiccup on the starting sequence and we had to use the AP flag to recover but
we got all the races off and everyone got back to the dock in time for supper.
The second race was abandoned due to lack of consistent wind and
wind direction and the third was postponed for about an hour while
the committee waited for the wind to make up its mind. Perhaps out of
boredom, the committee set an unusually short starting line for this event
which resulted in several over-earlies at the B/C fleet start. I might have had
something to do with this being the leeward boat at the pin end of the line.
The wind kept shifting and the downwind portion of the race turned
out to have a little of everything from dead downwind to close hauled.
Trying to carry a spinnaker was a challenge although Ornery got hers
up and made up a lot of ground once the wind got behind her. Zydeco
made the most of her big foresail during the upwind legs and everyone
finished within a few minutes of each other making us wonder who
would correct out over whom.
Our next race will be Oct 11 followed by the Governor’s cup. Then on
into Fall series and finishing the year with the Wild Turkey regatta. With
Zydeco now on a Hydro Hoist, and Far Away getting a new bottom I am
looking forward to more exciting races to come as the wind picks up.

The mash up of the iPad on the water times and placing, and the desktop
software for event score processing works very well when all the data
“lines up”. The hiccups occur in dealing with the exceptions – boats not
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Catalina 22 Fleet Update
by Steve Pervier

Late Summer Series began with little wind. In the first race on 9/20, Ted
Owens led Steve Pervier by a boat length at the first W mark. Downwind,
Steve and Cheryl got the whisker pole working, though it always seems too
short. Ted and his crew Carmine Iacono (he, an experienced Ensign racer,
says his name like “Carmen”) took the inside position at L and went on to
win a close race, with the lead C22 beating all Ensigns head to head.

On 10/4, as Paul Jensen crewed for John Grzinich, it was another light air
forecast. John writes: “After an hour delay due to very light fluky wind from
many directions, and no other C22s, we went in. Then some NE light breeze
filled in and they ran some races.” But no C22s raced, leaving the standings
wide open with only two races completed.
At last, when least expected (forecast “Calm becoming SSW 5”), we had a
fine race day on 10/11, with winds 5 to 15 shifting between S and SW. In
the first race Brett Wilson and his two young crew established an early lead
on a huge right shoreline lift. John Grzinich, with his friend Bill and new AYC
member Diane Covert as crew, came from behind and held on to win. In
the second race, Steve and Cheryl started towards the pin, then tacked and
covered, leading at W. Cheryl’s quick whisker pole set made for an extended
lead and a convincing win, 2-2-2-1 for the series.

Photos by Cheryl Pervier

In the second race, Steve and Cheryl hit the pin end at zero time, far ahead on
the lifted tack, but held to starboard a couple minutes too long. Suddenly the
left side became the wrong side with a hard right shift. Off the wind, they met
with the same J/22 on a couple of jibes, until the faster spinnaker boat took
their transom, then later crossed in front, only to be nearby again at L. Silly
light air! Ted and Carmine stayed focused to win again.
On 9/27 the situation looked better. Urged by their out-of-town fleet
captain, skippers Brian Grothues, John Grzinich, and Brett Wilson all
showed up. John writes: “We all went out plus lots of other boats because
the forecast said light wind NE at 1pm building to 10 by 4 pm. Forecast was
wrong. Wind was zero, with occasional puffs from many different directions.
No races. They may have tried to run a race for the multihulls. Breeze finally
filled in between 3 and 4 pm.”
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Photo by Molly Lewis
Cheryl & Steve with their first ever series flag!

Also winning series trophy flags were John Grzinich 2nd with DNC-DNC-1-2,
and Ted Owens 3rd with 1-1-DNC-DNC. Ted’s last race date DNC’s scored
higher points because we had four boats, including George Robison with
crew Paul Jensen, plus Brett Wilson and his crew.
If Brian and Ted had been available we would have seen a six boat
fleet. We’re encouraged by the increased turnout of boats and new
crew members, and looking forward to Governor’s Cup and Fall Series
(Nov 1, 8, 15, 22). Want to help with a Crew List, or training, or
sharing C22 resources? Great! Contact me for those, or for all things
C22 and sailing – like Linda’s epic journey. Let’s make plans for the
AYC banquet on 12/5, and the combined Catalina fleets holiday party
on 12/12. See you on the water!

J/24 Fleet Update
by David Broadway

Natalie Penner/Bob Harden’s Giggles team raced the J/24 North
American Championships held September 10-13 in Portland, ME. In a
very competitive fleet of 50 entries, the team finished 20th despite three
scoring penalties. Upon returning for the HYC HOOD the following weekend,
the team finished 1st, thereby winning the Beasley Cup, the oldest J/24
trophy in North America. John & Meiling Parker’s Chupacabra team sailed
consistently to earn 4th at the HOOD. With two Circuit Regattas remaining
on the schedule, the seven AYC Road Warriors are jockeying for the overall
standings going down the stretch run.

Race one turned out to be a drifter, with Doichin’s “Lemon Jello” getting a
huge lead early and holding it for first place. Keith Denebeim sailed “Slip
Kid” in its first race to a solid second. After an atrocious late start, “Broken
Arrow” avoided the holes and luckily took third. John Durfor’s “Blue Note”
found all of the holes and took fourth. The two Columbias ended up in a
match race with Jeff besting Hector.

Broken Arrow Crew

Jorge Martín-de-Nicolás and Adolpho Bernal visited Vincente Saborio and Pearl Owens in
Santa Barbara. On their return trip to Austin, they had Jorge’s newest ride in tow, 3 Stray Dogs.

The seven AYC-based Road Warriors left their J/24s at the HYC to pick up
where they left off with the upcoming Lakewood YC JFest October 10-11.
The remaining 2015 regattas include the AYC Gov Cup October 24-25,
LCYC Wurstfest November 14-15, and the season finale Lake Canyon YC
Circus November 21-22.

C Fleet .Update
by Bill Records

Late Summer Series
The Late Summer Series started out in the doldrums with winds at two
knots gusting to four knots, not the preferred conditions for C Fleet’s
heavier displacement boats. In spite of this, eight intrepid skippers
showed up, braving the light winds and unseasonable heat, and hoping
for cooler north breezes. Their hopes were denied and the series lived
up to its name. Five new fleet members raced this series and a longtime member returned. The new members racing are as follows: Keith
Denebeim - Pearson 26OD,#252 “Slip Kid”, Cindy Naylor - Ranger 23,
#6425 “Gambit”, Dave and Dana Pendleton - Pearson 26OD #206
“Broken Arrow”, Jeff Avant - Columbia 26II #1022, and Robert Bennet
(Laser sailor) - Pearson 27, #98. Mark Bradford is back racing his S2
7.3, #206, “Little Wind”; and when he gets a course card he will be
dangerous! Welcome back, Mark!

Race two was mercifully abandoned and some felt race three should
have never started. So race three started in less than four knots wind and
“Lemon Jello” again left everyone else in her wake, taking another first.
”Broken Arrow took second, “Blue Note” third, and “gambit” withdrew due
to “Ensign Harassment”. By race four, the wind arrived at 10-15 knots.
Hoorah!!! Those of us thinking that all we needed to beat “Lemon Jello”
was more wind were sadly mistaken. What we really needed was to sail
better! Doichin put on another clinic, running away with race four and the
series. Very impressive sailing Doichin! Mack Warner took second in race
four, “Blue Note” took third, and “Broken Arrow” fourth. I sailed on “Broken
Arrow” and never worked so hard for a fourth! This turned out to be one of
the most competitive series this year.
The next series, Fall, should be a good one. The weather is finally cooling
off, ACL is over, and Texas beat OU, so no more excuses for not racing. The
Roadrunners clean bottoms on Wednesdays, James Parsons has a long list of
able bodied crew, and I guarantee cool breezes!
Boat Restoration Party
On September 8, Larry Haig had a get
together to unveil his restoration of his
San Juan 24, “Blue Moon” and boy
did he do a terrific job. It is a complete
restoration, top to bottom and interior.
If you see Larry at the dock, ask for a
tour. Be prepared to remove your dirty
shoes as the cabin is immaculate!
continued next page

Fred Ford
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Larry and wife Candy hosted a nice party and the drink of choice was, of
course Blue Moon beer! Don’t forget to check out the boat’s official burgee.

Blue Moon This!

J70 Southwestern Circuit Regatta
by Bruce McDonald

The J70 Southwestern Regatta is in its third year and we have had 13 of
the 20 or so boats in Texas participate in the first five out of seven stops.
We have had every imaginable weather condition from the raging winds of
Corpus Christi Bay to barely sailable drifters on Galveston Bay.
The Austin Yacht Club regatta stop was a major hit with the circuit where
superior race management by Barry Bowden and great shore support by
Molly Lewis more than made up for the low water levels.
Our local fleet started out strong with a second and third place showing on
our home turf in the first stop. Even Travis Loseke turned in a respectable
fifth place in his first regatta ever in the new boat. Family and job pressure
conspired to thin the participation, however, leaving Team Rogue Warrior
to pick up the torch. We had one of the most challenging circuits yet with
frequent last minute crew substitutions and a collision which left a gaping
hole in the bow and lead to our need to retire from one regatta.
By the time this article goes to press, we will have the ever popular JFest
behind us (10 boats registered so far) and one more regatta (Wurst Fest)
left to determine the Southwestern Championship.
Many thanks to our core crew of Bob Leonard, Jeff Brock and Seth
Cunningham and the folks who stepped up to the plate to fill in along the
way, Dave Broadway, Claude Welles and Nicolas Derville.
Current Standings are shown next page, top.

Blue Moon Partiers

SAVE THE DATE!
Wild Turkey Regatta
November 28

Annual Membership Meeting
December 3

Annual Banquet
December 5

Roadrunner Holiday Party
December 13

Weather mark rounding at the HOOD Regatta, HYC

continued next page
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CURRENT STANDINGS, J24 CIRCUIT
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Linda McDavitt’s Race Around the World
Linda McDavitt is sailing around the world as part of the 2015-16 Clipper Race. On August 30, Linda and her ClipperTelemed+ teammates depart on a
40,000 mile journey across six continents. Here’s an update from her (slightly edited) blog.

Leg 1, London to Rio
OCTOBER 6, 2015
Leg 1 started at the Southend Pier in the Thames
Estuary. It is quite a historic place (I looked it up in
Wikipedia) if you need some educational moments.
The mooring we were supposed to hook onto when we
arrived at 10pmish had not been there, so all the boats
were rafted up side by side in a few rows at a dock. Sir
Robin Knox-Johnston and Race Directory Justin wished each Skipper and boat
well as we left the docks.

As you can see, it was a bit crowded in the raft up. The cool thing is that all
teams wished and cheered the others on as they left the docks! Our start
was really pretty good. We were about 4th off the line and held our ground
until everyone started putting up their kites (spinnakers) and going by. Diane
wanted to play it safe as it was a tight reach, we had lots of miles to cover
and LMAX had already had their kite explode on them. We then watched
DaNang’s kite go shrimping (end up in the water) and cause a bit of an issue
for them. As it turned out, we could have put up our kite because when we
did, it blew up on us. It was brought back in with two nice long rips. Our sail
people (yep, none experienced other than a class in Gosport for a day) then
spent 3 days with the help of Deb working on it nonstop in shifts. Yes, I would
have volunteered but was having my own issues with the green monster and
did not want to give it a good reason to visit.

end of it. Very fun adventure trying to find out how to unravel the kite as
it came down through the boom and mainsail into the companionway and
onto the floor. However, by end of Leg 1 we had it figured out!!!!
And then came the task of “wooling it” (tying a piece of yarn around it to
prevent it from opening during the hoist). We have three kites on board,
different sizes for different wind conditions. All went well with them until a
small tear the last week which our now experienced Sailmakers fixed quickly.
OCTOBER 7, 2015
Sounds like all enjoyed hearing about the kite. One more photo and we will
leave it alone. Just a view to show you perspective of person to kite:

I told you, it is really BIG! And we get to trim it. Actually we hold on for
dear life, watch the edge to make sure it is curling slightly and then we
have one or two people grinding the winch if it starts to collapse. Yep, I

(Bartlett, where are you
when we need you??)
Three days later when it
was finally repaired, it
was stretched out from
the furthest forward in the
bow we could get all the
way down that hallway
(head to tack) with the
clew making a turn at the
galley and going down
the other hallway to the
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had to trim also. We would do anywhere from 30 minutes to an hour at a
time. I usually used my knee to help hold it. (How about that, Carolyn?)
Less than 2 hours to get to boat for race 2 start. It promises to be an
awesome sleigh ride with giant waves, etc. I wanted to leave you with
something of Leg 1 and will have more for you in Capetown.
Here are some highlights to enjoy.
continued next page

(Left) The result of crossing
the Equator – Pollywog to
Shellback ceremony with
Davy Jones, King Neptune
and his companions.

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
Drummers on the spreaders!

(Below) Ritual of kissing
Baby Han’s belly covered in
Marmite (YUK).

Crew party in London

Because I looked wild and wooly everyday, I was given a new hairstyle.

A well-fed skipper is a happy skipper!
I actually feel honored that I had the haircut as it has provided me a chance
to honor and remember family and friends who have lost their hair due to
chemo treatments. You are in my thoughts, mind and heart!
My most memorable moment: At the helm with the sun setting on the west
and the moon rising on the east with a good breeze! To top it off, we were
on watch for the entire lunar eclipse that night! That was truly amazing
watching the moon disappear, turn orange, stars come out and fill the sky
and then the beginning of the return of the bright yellow moon.

And would you believe, there
is an Aggie Round the Worlder
sailing on UNICEF. Meet Drake!

25

AYC 2015 RACE CALENDAR

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Commodore
Past Commodore
Vice Commodore
Secretary
Treasurer
Race Commander
Buildings & Grounds Cdr.
Harbor Commander
Sail Training Commander

Barry Bowden
John Morran
Molly Lewis
Chris Ehlers
John Howard
Ed Taylor
Doug Casey
Wade Bingaman
Eric Rochard

Oct 24 - 25
Oct 31 - Nov 1

Governor’s Cup Regatta
UTST Kathryn Hammond Memorial Regatta

Nov 1
Nov 8
Nov 15
Nov 22
Nov 28

Fall Series #1 First Signal 1:30 RC: J/22
Fall Series #2 First Signal 1:30 RC: Ensign
Fall Series #3 First Signal 1:30 RC: PHRF C
Fall Series End of Series First Signal 1:30 RC: Multihull
Wild Turkey Regatta

AYC STAFF
General Manager
Head Caretaker
Sailing Director

Jackie Wheeless
Tom Cunningham
Kate Noble

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS NOVEMBER 1
AYC 2015 NON-RACING EVENTS

AUSTIN YACHT CLUB
5906 Beacon Drive
Austin, Texas 78734-1428
Office: 512-266-1336
Office FAX: 512-266-9804
Clubhouse: 512-266-1897

E-MAIL AND WEBSITE
www.austinyachtclub.net
office@austinyachtclub.net

NEWSLETTER
Susie McDonald, Editor
telltale@austinyachtclub.net

AYC BUSINESS HOURS
Wednesday - Sunday
CLOSED MONDAY AND TUESDAY

9:00A - 5:00P

Closed Club Holidays:
New Year's Day
January 1
Easter Sunday
April 5
Independence Day
July 4
Thanksgiving Day
November 26
Shopping Day
November 27
Christmas Day
December 25

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
E-MAIL ADDRESSES
buildings_grounds@austinyachtclub.net
race_commander@austinyachtclub.net
vice_commodore@austinyachtclub.net
membership@austinyachtclub.net
sail_training@austinyachtclub.net
commodore@austinyachtclub.net
secretary@austinyachtclub.net
treasurer@austinyachtclub.net
harbor_commander@austinyachtclub.net

Oct 16, 23
Oct 17
Oct 17
Oct 17
Oct 17 - 18
Oct 18
Oct 21, 28
Oct 22

Opti I Practice
Women’s Sailing Clinic
Opti II and III Practice
FJ and Laser Practice
ASA 101 Basic Keelboat Course
Free Sail Sunday
Opti II and III Practice
AYC Board Meeting

4:00p - 6:30p
9:00a - 7:00p
1:00p - 3:30p
4:00p - 6:30p
8:30a - 5:30p
1:00p - 4:00p
4:00p - 6:30p
7:30p - 10:00p

Nov 1, 8, 15, 22
Nov 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Nov 19
Nov 21 - 22

Intermediate FJ Training
Free Sail Sunday
AYC Board Meeting
ASA 101 Basic Keelboat Course

10:30a - 12:30p
1:00p - 4:00p
7:30p - 10:00p
8:30a - 5:30p

			

AYC VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Series Post Race Meals		

Contact Jackie Wheeless at gm@austinyachtclub.com

Junior Program Practices		

Contact Kate Noble at kate@austinyachtclub.net

Organization, preparation, serving and clean up

“Practice Parents” needed for Wednesdays, Opti I, II, 4:00PM; Fridays, Opti I, 4:00PM; Saturdays, Opti I, II, 1:00PM; Saturdays, Laser &
FJ, 4:00PM. “Practice parents” do not have to be parent of a child in the practice session.

Governor’s Cup, Oct 24-25

Contact James Wilsford at jwilsford@udg.com

Race Committee, Registration, Meals, Photography

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN FOR THE 2015 AYC PERPETUAL AWARDS

Recognize your outstanding sailors and follow AYC members! Who do you want to nominate
for the 2015 Perpetual Awards? Nominations are now open through October 15. Complete
and tear off the next page (or use your own paper) and drop it into any of the ballot boxes
in the AYC Clubhouse. You can also mail your nominations to the Club Office or scan and
email to the awards committee at nominations@austinyachtclub.net.

2015 Perpetual Award Nominations
Recognize those who have made a difference this year at AYC!
Drop your nominations into any of the ballot boxes in the AYC Clubhouse or office, or by mail, or by emailing the awards
committee at nominations@austinyachtclub.net. Deadline is October 15.
Jimmy B. Card Memorial Trophy: To the club sailor, new to the sport. This trophy is to recognize the beginning sailor who enthusiastically, bravely and
with a real zest and enjoyment for life becomes a reasonably competitive sailor in their first or second year of sailing.
Nominee:
Max White Memorial Trophy: To the club senior member for outstanding service to the club in the past year. This trophy should be awarded to the individual
who has given freely and unselfishly of their time and/or talents over and above what might otherwise have been necessary or expected of them.
Nominee:
Jessie McIlroy Smith Bowl: To the club junior or senior sailor who has made an outstanding contribution of achievement in yachting beyond the club
level or normal club activities. This award is intended to recognize a club member for outstanding service to yachting or racing achievement beyond
the club level or to recognize an individual’s accomplishments that are not within the normal scheduled activities of the Austin Yacht Club such as
significant application of sailing skills in a rescue, ocean crossing, yacht construction, etc.
Nominee:
Corinthian Woman Sailor Trophy: To a woman sailor exhibiting traditional Corinthian traits. This trophy is to be given annually to a woman who has exhibited
good sportsmanship, enthusiasm and participation, thereby making an overall contribution to the enhancement of the sport of competitive sailing.
Nominee:
Liz Bauman Memorial Trophy: To the most improved female junior sailor. This trophy is to be given annually to a young woman who, though not
necessarily the most accomplished, demonstrates those traits of cooperation, discipline, willingness to learn, and good sportsmanship that are the
goals of the junior sailing program.
Nominee:
Ron W. Harden Memorial Trophy: To the most improved male junior sailor. This trophy is to be given annually to a young man who, though not
necessarily the most accomplished, demonstrates those traits of cooperation, discipline, willingness to learn, and good sportsmanship that are the
goals of the junior sailing program.
Nominee:
Ol’ Salt of the Austin Yacht Club: To the club senior who has exhibited enthusiasm, sportsmanship, and a competitive zeal over a period of time, and
has a quality of life that can be admired by all.
Nominee:
Bill Records Roadrunner Fleet Trophy: To the club member who has gone beyond expectations to serve and volunteer on behalf of the Roadrunner
Fleet. This trophy is to be given to the club member who consistently, and over a long period of time, acts as a pivotal leader and contributor,
furthering the advancement of the program development.
Nominee:
YOUR NAME:
CONTACT EMAIL OR PHONE:

Austin Yacht Club

5906 Beacon Road
Austin, TX 78734-1428

