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Photo credit Bill Records
Larry Haig  August 8, 1933 - May 19, 2018
Long time AYC member, Larry Haig, sadly lost his 4-month battle with cancer.  

Earlier in life, Larry worked as an engineer in the Detroit area. His engineering prowess and zest for life led him to racing cars as a hobby. Later he 
built and flew airplanes and met Bill Lear (Lear Jets) who was fascinated with one of Larry’s airplanes. Before coming to Texas, he raced a Hobie 33 
for a number of years off the Atlantic coast of Florida.

After joining the Club, Larry bought Blue Moon, a San Juan 24. During one of the first times out, he was on foredeck when a lifeline broke, sending 
him overboard. He managed to hold on until the crew fished him out of the water. This incident motivated him to meticulously refurbish the boat to 
absolute working perfection. After racing it to his satisfaction, he sold it to another AYC member who continues to race it.

Larry introduced me to AYC. My first sail was with the SOTs (Sailing on Tuesdays) crew, where we overloaded Doug Laws’ Ensign and with a big gust, 
swamped the boat. With Doug up to his chin in water and the rest of us soaking wet, Larry assessed the situation, “Hey, sheet in the jib, we’re going 
to sail her back in!” He got us all safely back to the dock, where we were able to pump out the boat.

Please give Larry a “Hip Hip Horray!” with us the next time you get a round at the Last Mark.   Russ Shermer

Blue Moon Blue Moon Party. Blue Moon THIS!
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Turnback Canyon Regatta

Another May, another Turnback. Depending on 
how you look at it, scheduling Turnback 2018 
three weeks earlier, was a good idea. There was 
less power boat traffic, decent winds at least on 
Saturday, and cooler temps. In fact my crew and 
I failed to bring enough blankets and froze on 
Saturday night! 

In spite of the low lake level, the anchorage was fine. Thanks to Stefan 
Froelich and the Roadrunner Water Taxis service, everyone enjoyed a 
dry lift to shore. The variety of food trucks made for a diverse selection 
of quality meals. Garbo’s lobster rolls were a huge hit. After solving 
generator problems, Asleep at the Wheel put on quite a show. On 
Sunday morning, we were greeted by “Annie and Charlie’s Taco Truck” 
with hot coffee and tasty tacos. Regatta Chair, Steve Ward, and his 
volunteers put on a first rate regatta. Race Commander, Jim Casto, and 
first time PRO, Ed Pierce, put together a great team and ran the racing 
well under difficult conditions. Everyone got back safely!

Jim Alvis

On a sadder note, Jim Alvis, former member and Ensign sailor, passed 
away last month after a 13-year battle with cancer. Jim was a good 
friend of mine and introduced me to sailing. I spent many afternoons 
sailing with Jim on his Ensign and will miss him very much.

Larry Haig

On Saturday, May 19, 2018 at 9:01 PM, AYC member, Larry Haig,  
passed away after a four-month battle with lung cancer. Larry was a 
great sailor, an exceptional member, and one of my best friends. His 
generous nature and dry wit impressed everyone he met. He could 
always be counted on for whatever job needed doing. He and Vic 
Manning were cut from the same mold. Fair Winds Larry.

Security

Recently, we have had occurrences of trespassing and vandalism at 
the Club, some of which involved young children from the surrounding 
neighborhoods. We all need to be vigilant and report these events to 
the Club manager. Young unattended children should not be playing on 
the docks, especially if not wearing PFDs. The Travis County Sheriff is 
aware of this and will step up patrols.

From The Commodore 
by Bill Records

Another great Turnback Canyon Regatta is on the 
books. Thanks to Steve Ward, regatta chair, and Ed 
Pierce, PRO, and their many volunteers and of course 
the sailors! Friday night there was a presentation by 
Harold Neel about his book, “From the Bottom Up: 
A Captain’s Message: We Can Save Mother Ocean”. 
Also, Jim Merritt was a guest speaker and talked 
about anchors and their development over the years. 
He wanted to be sure everyone had enough scope on 

their anchor lines for Saturday night mooring at Lago Vista. 

Saturday was a great day for sailing and Sunday was, well, a great day but 
no wind. There were 45 boats registered. Lago Fest was great fun with great 
music and we got to hear Asleep at the Wheel perform some of their classic 
hits. And the Roadrunner Gumbo on Sunday was delicious. Many, many 
thanks to all who volunteered and participated. 

In June we have a couple weekends off from our series races to host some 
big events. The 2018 Optimist Mid America Championship Regatta to run 
concurrently with the Roadrunner Regatta is the first weekend, June 2-3. 
This championship will serve as a qualifier for the 2018 USODA Team Trials, 
and will showcase AYC to the region and nation. Mary Carew and Jeff Brock 
are working diligently and it would be a great opportunity to volunteer and 
meet the next generation of great sailors. The second weekend, June 9-10, 
is the J/24 Circuit Stop so you will be seeing the J/24 fleet scurrying around 
to organize a terrific event. And then the Dog Days Series Races begin on 
Saturday, June 16 at 5pm. Here is a list of RC duty: June 16-C22&SC21; 
June 23-Keel C; June 30-J/24; July 14-Multihull; July 21-Ensign; and July 
28-Keel A. There will be dinner served after the mid-series race (06/30) 
and of course at the end-of-series race (07/28). 

And another new favorite starting up is the MoonBurn Series. Dates are May 
25, June 22, July 27 and August 24 with the start around 8pm.

Keep an eye on the website for more summer events. And as we move into 
our Texas summer, remember to hydrate and wear sunscreen. It looks like it 
is going to be a hot one!

Happy sailing!

From The Vice Commodore 
by Annie Lancaster

Turnback weekend guest speakers Harold Neel and Jim Merritt
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Harbor Report
by Dane Ohe

Race Commander Report
by Jim Casto

It’s been 4 weekends since I wrote my last Telltale, 
and there were races at AYC all 4 weekends, and on 
some weekdays as well. If you were in high school, 
and had access to a J22, a Sunfish (or Laser), and a 
radio control sailboat as well, you could have raced 
18 days out of the last 30 days! OK, I counted the 
Tuesday night “DragonFlite 95” one design racing 
from the Junior pavilion, and Beer Can, and Laser/
Sunfish. But still, you get the picture. If you want to 

race, there are lots of opportunities.

Turnback is a historic regatta, we all have memories of our favorite year, and 
we made some more memories this year. After a pleasant sail Saturday and 
a very cool Sunday morning, we were given very light winds for the Sunday 
race back to AYC. The PRO wisely decided to move everyone down the lake, 
well past last year’s start at marker 25, down to start at mile marker 21.  
Even with this shorter course, there was not enough wind, and so the race 
was shortened for keelboats at mile 14 and multihulls at 12. The last boat 
was finished at 4pm on Sunday, but probably wished it had been at 2pm.  
Turnback is a challenging race, for both RC and the competitors, there is 
really no way to race a whole fleet to Lago Vista and back without it being a 
challenge. Keelboats with motors graciously towed other competitors, chase 
boats handed out water & Gatorade, RC volunteers stayed out on the water 
until the last boat was in the harbor, and we even had some extra volunteers 
come out to tow boats back. At our next PRC meeting, we will review and 
make recommendations for next year’s event. On the plus side for Sunday, 
there was noticeably less motorboat traffic on the lake, since the race was 
earlier than the traditional Memorial Day weekend.

Late Spring Series included 2 weekends of “abandoned” races. First week 
had no wind, and the last weekend had too much rain. For the 2 weekends 
we did race, we had 55 boats (down from 59 in Frostbite & 76 for Spring 
series), and an on-line average of 42 boats (up from 38 for Spring series).  

Past Commodore Report
by Wade Bingaman

AYC New Mentor Program

It’s easy to see how a new member could feel lost or 
left out. We members are all busy and having a great 
time. There are parties, fleet activities, racing. (The 
list could go on for a full page.) However someone 
new might not be aware of these opportunities or 
feel comfortable joining a group of members who 
already know each other well.

Thanks to the great idea of Membership Committee member, Fred Ford, the 
Club now has a way to help new members get involved. It’s called the Mentor 
Program, and Fred heads it up. We have several long time members who 
have volunteered to participate. Fred matches the interest and type of sailing 
of each new member, their “sailing profile” if you will, with a volunteer 
mentor. The mentor can then help the new member to get involved in our 
racing activities and to meet other members.

So far the program has been a huge success. Again thanks to Fred Ford 
and to our current volunteer mentors: John Bartlett, Molly Lewis, Bruce 
McDonald, Anne Morley, Terry Schertz, Tom Groll, Chris Thompson, and 
Claude Welles. That’s an impressive list. I wouldn’t mind being “mentored” 
by anyone on this list.

But we need more help as the Club continues to add new members. If you 
are interested in being an AYC Mentor contact Fred Ford or Jackie and let 
us know you would like to participate. It’s a great opportunity to meet new 
people and give back to our Club which has given each of us so much.

The lake level is quickly approaching 665 feet above 
sea level, which is the level that would trigger a dock 
move. Look for Docks 5 and 6 to be moved to the 
ends of Docks 1 and 2, respectively, very soon and 
for the rest of the docks to be adjusted to respond to 
lowering lake levels. We have also adjusted the low 
water marks around the harbor to account for the 
lowering lake levels. Be careful of the shallow areas 
off Keller’s Point and on the north side of AYC Point.

Walking through the Dry Sail Area the other day, I noticed a lot of materials 
being improperly stored, especially on the ground behind the dry slips. All 
boat parts, including masts, kayaks and other things should be stored on the 
asphalt between the lines of your assigned dry slip. Let’s help keep the Club 
neat by cleaning up the dry sail area.

There are still several trailers that have not been properly labeled with the 
owner’s name both in the dry sail area and the trailer parking area. We will 
soon start labeling trailers that we can identify and will be charging the 
owners for that labeling.  

We have several Harbor projects in the pipeline for the rest of the year. 
We will be replacing the flotation on the Race Committee Dock in June and 

replacing the walkways to the rigging docks in July. These new walkways will 
be wider and will have hand rails for safety. We will be working on the Junior 
Dock in July and August to allow it to pivot more freely. We will be pouring 
new deadman anchors on shore to allow more options in positioning the 
docks. In October we plan to build four new board boat docks to replace the 
remaining older board boat docks.

The concrete walkways down to Docks 2 and 4 have been extended and we 
are working on building new handrails and tracks on those extensions. This 
will allow us to adjust those docks more effectively as the lake goes down. 

Previous Harbor Commanders have done a great job of coming up with low 
water configurations for the docks, and we will be following those same plans 
as the lake goes lower during the year.

continued next page
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Sail Training Report
by Carolyn Wilsford

May 19th Introduction to Sailing Clinic

Our Commodore, Bill Records, gave his 
“Introduction to Sailing” clinic with 10 non-
members who would like to join the Club, learn 
how to sail, and meet young professionals here in 
the Austin area.

The wind was 20 knots and everybody had a great 
time. Big thanks going out to Jim Pearce and 

Andre de la Reza for their contributions and safety lesson. The next clinic is 
October 13. Please keep an eye out on the calendar on the website.

Since the last race was a rainout and everyone was leaving, we didn’t have 
time for trophies, which will be handed out at Luau. 

Results are as follows: 
A Fleet : 1st Claude Welles, 2nd Ray Shull, 3rd Bob Leonard 
B Fleet : 1st John Maddolozzo
C Fleet : 1st Hector Lujan, 2nd Andre de la Reza, 3rd Fred Schroth
J22: 1st John Halter, 2nd Gordon Miller
J24: 1st Chris Renner
MHA: 1st John Kuc, 2nd Ethan Froelich
MHB: Owen Crouse
Ensign: 1st George Dahmen, 2nd Bill Hawk, 3rd Tom Groll
C22 : 1st Brian Grothues, 2nd Steve Pervier
SC21: 1st Bob Musselman

Dog Days Series starts June 16th, Saturday evening races, 5pm start.

This month there haven’t been many physical 
changes in the “look” of the grounds and facilities 
of AYC. One exception is the new floor in the ground 
level bathhouses. It looks great, and is pictured in 
this article.

There has been plenty of activity behind the scenes 
regarding improving the processes of everyday life 
at AYC. 

There has been research into various items such as creating a technology 
master plan with the help of Chuck Boecking, Owen Crouse, Jackie and 
Tom, to possibly improve area wifi, camera security, phone systems and 
gate communication. Our goal is to improve the capabilities of our current 
technology and be able to expand for the future. This proves interesting 
trying to trace the existing wires, and hearing stories of ancient Club 
infrastructure history!

As with us all, cable companies can prove frustrating. Since moving from 
Time Warner, Spectrum no longer has a “radar” channel. Therefore now we 
only receive a weather channel. During that process we discovered that our 
cable box was about 15 years old (one of the first ones made!). Now we 
have a new cable box to receive a decent picture. In addition, the internet 
speed had been increased. 

Jackie and I have been working on putting in writing the scope of cleaning 
services for the Club and cabins. We are currently getting bids on services. 
We are working on improving and documenting other contracts for services. 

John Grzinich has been researching plug-in software that allows for a web 
based reservation system. This system would allow members to reserve the 
hoist area and the cabins. There are various capabilities and costs which he 
is exploring with input from B&G and Jackie. Of course we will announce this 
if and when it goes live.

There have been some additions to the Club including the new water fountain 
in the clubhouse which allows water bottle fill ups and the old fountain has 
been relocated downstairs for convenience. 

Building & Grounds Update
by Diane Covert

Intro to Sailing participants   Photos by Bill Records

continued next page

And, of course, the new bathhouse floors should improve the look and 
cleanliness of the restrooms.

A new refrigerator is on order for the clubhouse kitchen, and the new 
loveseat, chairs and coffee table should be arriving in early June.
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The pool is OPEN! AND the pool cover is installed!

REMINDER: At the July 2016 Board Meeting, a 
motion was passed to create 2 RV spots. At that 
time the guidelines were to allow reservations 
for a minimum of 2 nights and a maximum stay 
of 1 week.

Please be sure to check your spam folder in 
case your AYC monthly statement ends up there.  

The statements do not come from gm@ausstinyachtclub.net, they come 
from replyTo@intuit.com.

Please be aware that the lake level is dropping quickly right now. You 
may not be able to sail where you’ve been used to sailing so please be 
aware of your surroundings and the water level.

A HUGE thank you to the Sea Scouts who are labeling trailers in the dry 
storage area!

Thank you to Carolyn Wilsford and Carolyn Howard for covering the 
office while I had the honor of watching my son and his best friend get 
married last Sunday!

CABIN REMINDERS: Cabin reservations may be made for up to 6 
calendar months in advance on a first-come first-served basis.   
Also…..During all regatta weekends, there will be a 2-night minimum 
for renting cabins. An exception may be made if a cabin has not been 
rented by the Thursday prior to the regatta weekend.

Membership cards were mailed out this week to the newest members.  
These cards are to assist when traveling and visiting other yacht clubs.

From the AYC General Manager
by Jackie Wheeless

May 20th Women’s Clinic

Another great time was had by all 13 non-members who attended the 
“Women’s Clinic”. We switched up the format and after reading the 
comments, it looks like an overnight option might be another draw especially 
with traffic issues from Friday evenings.

So we started with a Beer Can that helped give these ladies another 
opportunity on a different boat. Some even mentioned that being thrown into 
sailing right off the bat was super helpful and allowed for a lot of questions 
to be asked. 

Thank you Natalie Harden for such an informative presentation about the 
“Start” line. All ladies wrote how excellent the presentation was and how they 
had no idea of how technical it is.  

Then came my two guys to the rescue, Ed Pierce and Keith Denebeim, who 
graciously brought their remote control boats out for us to play with. Their 
“Hands on Learning“ lesson was off the top and many of the ladies wrote 
“Remote control boats were soooo cool”.  (Maybe this is the activity to have 
when we can’t control mother nature.)

After lunch we finally got on the water and had some great start practices 
with all types of boats including Robin’s 31’ Trimaran “Abandoned Assets”.

On the water, we had Kurt Carson and Ray Schull setting the line going 
through the 5 minute sequence starts and doing W1s with an offset mark. 
Thank you guys for all your help and patience with the girls

Last, I want to thank my husband, James Wilsford, for cooking Portobello 
mushrooms with caramelized onions and gorganzola cheese, sweet potatoes, 
salad and pineapple upside down cake. Everyone was so complimentary 
about the food. “Thank you, that was my husband”.  Hon, you did a 
fantastic job yet again ... Love you.

Our debrief was very casual, but I did go around and ask the ladies to 
mention one thing they had learned that day. “Sensitivity at the helm, tacking 
verses jibing, spinnaker sets and dowses, and reading the wind were among 
just a few responses I got. Other comments to share: 

“Linda McDavitt & Gretchen Douglas are excellent instructors.” (We already 
knew that, but are glad others realize it too )
“Where do I sign up for the next one?”
“Loved It”.
“Thank you! Money well spent.”

Women’s Clinic participants   Photos by Bill Records

“Keep doing it”.
“Loved this experience! Thank you!
“Future Team Building?”
“Switch boats and do round robins next time?”

It was great fun. Thank you again everyone.



Sailing Director Report
by Coleman Terrell

Summer is approaching fast! There are still spots in the 
summer camps and PB&J! The registration is on the 
AYC website. There are discounts available for summer 
camps for multiple children and multiple session 
participation.

IMPORTANT: To receive member pricing on camp, please 
call/email the AYC office for the 2018 coupon code! 

Roadrunner Regatta is on June 2nd & 3rd this year, 
and we will have Optis and Lasers available for charter. Please contact me to 
charter a boat for this regatta! 

Additionally, the AYC Lasers and Sunfish are available to charter for AYC 
members during the Wednesday night Laser/Sunfish races. The charter fee is 
$100 for 4 nights of racing. Please come out to a Free Sail day to learn how 
to rig up these boats before chartering. 

Free Sail Sailing will make the switch to Saturdays again this summer, to follow 
PB&J, beginning June 9. It will still be held from 1-4 PM. Free Sail will be 
manned by the summer camp staff and will be held based on their availability. 
Please check the AYC calendar and your email for cancellation notices. 

This is going to be a very hot summer, so please make sure that you stay 
hydrated, wear a hat, sunglasses and long sleeves to protect yourselves from 
the sun!

Welcome New Members!
Effective 05/01/18

Daniel Hernandez, YA Probationary

Effective 06/01/18

Jim Bridgwater, Senior Probationary

Morgan Clarkson, Junior

Ted Dimbero, Senior Probationary

John Foster, Senior Probationary

John Gandee, Senior Probationary

Daniel Hernandez got excited about 
sailing while crewing on a boat in 
Croatia. He has completed ASA 101 
and plans to complete ASA 103 this 
month. He has crewed at AYC in the 
2018 Frostbite and Spring Series.

Jim Bridgwater began racing as 
a youth in England. He has sailed 
with several AYC members and is an 
experienced racer who wants to race 
and train others.

Morgan Clarkson wants to become 
active in the High School Program. 
She has been sailing with her father 
on Lake Travis but wants to get into 
racing.

Ted Dimbero raced in his youth. He 
is ASA 101 and 103 certified, and 
is interested in owning a Laser.

John Foster has been active at AYC 
all his life. He has raced on pretty 
much everything that floats.

John Gandee is a retired engineer. 
He has been sailing and racing all 
over the world.

continued next page
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Amy Gunkler, Associate Probationary

Gerard Kwiecinski, Senior Probationary

Catherine Martin, Associate Probationary

Doug Powell, Reinstated Senior

Amy Gunkler is employed in real 
estate sales. She has been sailing at 
the Club for a while and has decided 
to become a member.

Gerald Kwiecinski has been racing 
with AYC members and wants to 
become an active member.

Catherine Martin wants to become a 
better sailor. She hasn’t done much 
racing but is eager to learn.

Doug Powell had resigned in good 
standing several years ago due to 
his workload. He is looking forward 
to reconnecting with old friends.

2018 Resolute Cup
by Scott Young

Once again, Austin Yacht Club has made the cut 
to be included in the exclusive field for the 2018 
Resolute Cup. The Resolute Cup will be held at New 
York Yacht Club, September 11-15 in Newport, RI.  
The Resolute Cup is now widely recognized as the 
preeminent United States Amateur racing event.  
Held every two years, the Resolute Cup also serves 
as a qualifier for the Rolex-New York Yacht Club 
Invitational which will be held in 2019 at the New 

York Yacht Club in a brand-new fleet of club-owned Melges 37s.

John Morran, Doug Kern and myself will once again represent AYC. This 
year’s event will be held in Sonars which is our boat of preference having 
been one of the top qualifiers while racing Sonars in 2016. This year, there 
will be four Texas teams entered which include AYC, Rush Creek Yacht Club, 
Ft. Worth Boat Club and Houston Yacht Club. Below is the list of invited clubs:

Club Name  City  State 
American Yacht Club  Rye  NY 
Austin Yacht Club  Austin  TX 
Bayview Yacht Club  Detroit  MI 
Carolina Yacht Club  Charleston  SC 
Chicago Yacht Club  Chicago  IL 
The Cleveland Yachting Club  Rocky River  OH 
Club Nautico de San Juan  San Juan  PR 
Coral Reef Yacht Club  Miami  FL 
Corinthian Yacht Club  Marblehead  MA 
Eastern Yacht Club  Marblehead  MA 
Fishers Island Yacht Club  Fishers Island  NY 
Fort Worth Boat Club  Fort Worth  TX 
Houston Yacht Club  La Porte  TX 
Ida Lewis Yacht Club  Newport  RI 
Indian Harbor Yacht Club  Greenwich  CT 
Kollegewidgwok Yacht Club  Blue Hill  ME 
Larchmont Yacht Club  Larchmont  NY 
Nantucket Yacht Club  Nantucket  MA 
New Bedford Yacht Club  South Dartmouth  MA 
New York Yacht Club  New York  NY 
Newport Harbor Yacht Club  Newport Beach  CA 
Rush Creek Yacht Club  Heath  TX 
Sachem’s Head Yacht Club  Guilford  CT 
San Diego Yacht Club  San Diego  CA 
San Francisco Yacht Club  Belvedere  CA 
Sandusky Sailing Club  Sandusky  OH 
Seattle Yacht Club  Seattle  WA 
Shelter Island Yacht Club  Shelter Island Heights  NY 
St. Francis Yacht Club  San Francisco  CA 
Storm Trysail Club  Larchmont  NY 

Much thanks to Austin Yacht Club and the AYC Fund in helping support 
this endeavor. John, Doug and I will start ramping up our training with 
Wednesday night Laser racing, trying to sail J-22 and J-80s in the series 
races and travelling to Houston to sail Sonars at TCYC.  
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BLAST 
FROM THE PAST

Top Left: 1988 Luau with Claude Welles, Bruce Foster and ???

Bottom Left: 1986 Luau with Frank and Sharon Woodul, Lanelle 
Montgomery and Eric and Robbie Nelson. Can you identify the guy on 
the left? 

Top Right: 1988 Annual Banquet. Who dat????

And a Blast from Summer 2017...
Owen Crouse and Troy Hunter, PSC Rear Commodore, exhange burgees 
at Peninsula Sailing Club in Brownsville, Washington. Owen learned to 
race as a teen at Peninsula Sailing Club. 

Shown below is the boat shed for the club in Brownsville harbor. Great 
circle bearing from AYC is 319 °.
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Turnback Canyon Regatta

TURNBACK CANYON RECAP
by Steve Ward

Thanks to Stefan Froelich for the use of the RV for scoring and for taxi 
service to and from boats!  

Thanks to Krissy Amato for food prep all weekend and especially the RC 
lunches for both race days.  

Big thanks goes to our staff Tom Cunningham and Coleman Terrell for 
organizing the mooring stakes, RC boat gas, Uhaul rental, set ups and 
most importantly Beer! These brave guys endured a downpour. Thanks to 
Coleman Terrell for loading, unloading and driving the Uhaul. 

And of course to Jackie Wheeless for all the amazing work she does every 
day and for Turnback. 

Chris Thompson and John Grzinich were fantastic helping with the 
website, forms and registrations on www.austinyachtclub.net.  

Thanks to Vicki Wood and Sherri Jander from Lago Vista. The City of Lago 
Vista put on a great event and even managed to work their way through 
an electrical problem and get the headliner Asleep at the Wheel on 
stage. The arts, crafts and food booths are growing.  

And, thanks to Constanze Heitkoetter, Mary Carew and all the 
Roadrunner volunteers who served that great jambalaya dinner on 
Sunday evening back at the Club.  

At the conclusion of the marathon race back with almost no wind on 
Sunday, tall tales were told, and a good time was had by all! 

There is something adventurous about spending the night on your boat/
campsite with a built in party that makes this regatta different from all 
the rest. See you next year!

Special Thanks to our Sponsors:  

What a beautiful Turnback Canyon Regatta we 
had in early May this year. We even woke up to a 
crisp, cool morning on Sunday. Although the wind 
was not with us on Sunday, Saturday’s race and 
party afterward made for a great weekend of fun 
and socializing. 

On Friday two great speakers, Jim Merritt and 
Harold Neel, regaled us with stories of the boating industry and living the 
boater’s dream life.  If you didn’t get a chance, check out Harold’s book 
From the Bottom Up on Amazon.

Saturday and Sunday we had a blast with over 40 boats from all over the 
state and approximately 120 people attending.

It takes a lot of help to make Turnback a success. 

Thanks to Diane Covert for her leadership and experience and for guiding 
me as I jumped into the role of planning my first regatta.  

Big thanks to Larry Ratliff and Ed Pierce and ALL of the RC for their great 
work organizing the on the water racing.  

Thank you to Dan and Cathy Ellenbrook for designing and printing 
T-shirts again this year. 

At the Club helping with the registration was Annie Lancaster, Kim 
Snyder, John Maddalazzo, Daniel Hernandez and many others. Many 
thanks to those volunteers helping with breakfast and t-shirt distribution.  

Photo by Anne Morley
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Turnback Canyon Regatta Day 1

Photos by Anne Morley
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Photos by Anne Morley

Turnback Canyon Regatta Day 1
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Photos by Anne Morley

Turnback Canyon Regatta Day 1
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Photos by Anne Morley
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Turnback Canyon Regatta Day 1



Turnback Canyon Regatta Lago Vista

Photos by Marilyn Jackson

continued next page
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Turnback Canyon Regatta Lago Vista

Photos by Marilyn Jackson

continued next page
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Turnback Canyon Regatta Lago Vista

Photos by Marilyn Jackson

continued next page
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Turnback Canyon Regatta Day 2

Photos by Marilyn Jackson
continued next page

19



20

Turnback Canyon Regatta Day 2

Photos by Marilyn Jackson
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J/24 Update
by Stu Juengst

Late Spring Series

After 2 race days, Chris Renner’s 69 leads with 3 
points to Lyndon Looger’s 5 points. Vang Go was 
left in Dallas after our Ft. Worth circuit stop, so 
didn’t participate. David Broadway’s Superman was 
undergoing some repairs between circuit stops, so he 
didn’t make it out either.

Turnback Canyon Regatta

Two J/24s participated in Turnback this year: Chris Renner’s 69 and Amanda 
Casey’s Momentous. Amanda took 5th in B Fleet, while Chris finished 7th.

Fort Worth Circuit Stop (FWBC Annual Regatta)

The “Cowtown Stampede” brought some extreme weather (typical of Eagle 
Mtn Lake in the springtime). Saturday was cold and rainy, and then on 
Sunday it was blowing the dog off the chain ... prevailing winds were 20, 
gusting to 32. Three boats from AYC raced: Natalie Harden’s GIGGLES, Dave 
Broadway’s Superman, and myself on Vang Go. Team GIGGLES took 2nd, 
Team Vang Go earned a 6th, while Team Superman finished 11th.

Dallas Circuit Stop (DCYC Corinthian Heritage Cup Regatta)

The same 3 AYC boats attended the 3rd circuit stop of the year at DCYC. For 
the 3rd time this year, the wind was howling. Not as bad as Corpus and Ft. 
Worth, but still breezy enough for the little jib. Our genoas have not had 
much use so far this year! We got 4 races in on Saturday, with GIGGLES 
claiming 2nd place, Superman in 8th, and Vang Go a disappointing 9th.  
Race 3 was our worst performance in a long time, with a number of boat-
handling errors (including a broach and a port/starboard foul). We scored 14 
in a 13 boat fleet. D’Oh!  Oh well, we’ll get ‘em next time!

Catalina 22 Update
by Steve Pervier

Hooray for our Catalina 22 Fleet, which averaged 
five boats racing in Late Spring Series! Each race 
day we enjoyed talking about weather, strategy, 
crew, and other race topics before sailing. Thanks 
to all our participants (in order of finish): Brian and 
Margarito, Steve and Cheryl, Bob, Louise with guest 
crew/skipper Robert or John, and James and Sarah.  
Counting Griz, we had six C22s represented.

As told last month, Late Spring #1 
was lost to light air. The last series 
date was also abandoned, with 
stormy weather outlasting an on-
shore postponement. Late Spring 
#2 was a more stable light air. In 
Race 1 we finished a short W1 just 
ahead of Brian, while other fleets 
continued on W2. Then in our 
second start your fleet captain and 
maybe another C22 or SC21 got tangled with finishing Ensigns (sorry). Brian 
noticed and avoided this conflict, and with another W1 that better planning 
was everything.

It was better wind for LS #3, when sail trim and shape made for better boat 
speed. We fell behind Brian and Margarito on the first beats, then tried 
different lanes downwind and upwind but couldn’t catch up. Other C22s also 
found shifty winds and light spots, which were better negotiated by those 
experienced at reading the signs, so this stretched out our fleet. It helped 
to watch the closest boats to see what they were doing differently, and the 
distant boats to see what wind might be coming. I think we all improved 
during this series, so let’s keep up the good work!

Congratulations to the two C22s who sailed Turnback, as both won trophies 
in D Fleet! It was 3rd place for James and Sarah, who enjoyed themselves 
despite slow conditions. They took a side trip on Sunday to see the waterfall 

in “Turnback Canyon” (Cow Creek). And 
it was a fine 1st place for Brian and 
Margarito, with Shane as their crew. They 
had a great start and some fine sailing, 
which I heard described weeks later as 
“that Catalina 22 got past the RC, so they 
couldn’t shorten the race sooner”!

Dog Days Series starts on Saturday, June 
16 with our third series Race Committee of 
2018. Thanks to the J/24 fleet for trading 
dates! We’ll also be trading some crew 

places and hoping to improve everyone’s 
performance, especially for our newer 

racers. Bring your C22 (we know of two non-AYC boats for sale) and join us!

Vang Go (2822), GIGGLES (126), and Superman (2380) at DCYC.  Photo by Sarah Francis

Griz sailing with Louise in Late Spring Series

Brian and Margarito, with crew Shane in 
Turnback Canyon Regatta
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Finding Zebra Mussels by Steve Pervier

In April 2018 I had our Catalina 30 lifted and power washed before 
Turnback. Something other than the usual green growth was there this 
year – about a dozen Zebra 
Mussels! Before pressure 
washing they were very 
difficult to see. Ours were 
mostly 1/4 to 1/2 inch 
across, dark colored and 
often had prominent zebra 
stripes. These apparently attached and grew during winter with about 
monthly boat use.

If you want to see Zebras for yourself, look on the rocks next to the 
catwalk to the rigging dock. Besides rocks and boat bottoms they also 
like small spaces as on unenclosed foam or underwater lines or cables.  
I have heard that ducks may attack the mussels on broken-off pieces 
of foam. But it seems there are not predators enough to keep these 
prolific breeders from multiplying. We can expect them to be a long-
term problem in fresh water.

The first infested AYC boat we heard about had about 40 mussels 
removed (not the higher figure we first heard), though one had 
blocked a sink drain. An engine intake could have been more serious!  
Our boat, kept just three slips away, has a bottom of comparable age 
(8 to 12 years) with still sound paint that no longer is anti-fouling.  
Two intervening boats with newer bottoms seemed to have neither 
mussels nor green growth, but small mussels are very hard to see.

We found Zebra Mussels in many places on the bottom, even above the 
prop. Most were on the port 
side, perhaps since that’s 
away from lake wave action? 
I was told light pressure on 
a putty knife would remove 
them. The longer they have 
been attached, the more 
chance there is that some of 
the paint will also come off. 
So the best prevention, aside 
from dry sailing or possibly 
the right bottom paint, is to 
regularly wipe the bottom 
clean. We don’t know how 
often this is needed. Take 

care, as the shells can be sharp enough to cut skin. Frequent boat use 
may also help!

If you take your boat to other lakes, please follow guidelines such as 
on texasinvasives.org/zebramussels to avoid transporting this invasive 
species to a new home.

A Fleet Update
by Bruce McDonald

The first race for A fleet in the Late Summer Series 
was no surprise with closely contested racing 
between Welles, Shull and Bartlett with John pulling 
out a first. The second race saw Bob Leonard in 
Lickety Split pull off a perfect start at the favored 
pin end. They maintained the lead throughout the 
race including an aggressive tacking duel with Jack 
Rabbit on the last leg to finish first. This team, a 
couple’s boat, has really stepped up their game as 

the girls seem to improve their game every week. The final standings for the 
series after a cancelation of the last race due to thunderstorms was Claude 
Welles in Jack Rabbit first, Ray Shull in Flyer second and Bob Leonard in 
Lickety Split third.

The Turnback Canyon Regatta had seven A Fleet boats registered. This 
included two J 80s (Air Supply and Flyer), the J 29 – Jus Knot Rite, two 
Viper 640s, a Melges 24, a Beneteau 351 – Miss Conduct, and the newest 
addition to A Fleet, a Seascape 27 – Heart of Gold. With the forecast very 
light winds on Sunday, it appeared that the two Vipers and the Melges 24 
decided just before the racing began to forego a day of probable motoring 
all the way back from Lago Vista and didn’t sail the event.

For the boats that did start on Saturday morning, the winds were in the 
5-10 mph range but varied from westerly to northeast. By the time A Fleet 
sailed past Channel Mark 9, they had passed nearly all of the other fleets 
and set their spinnakers for the leg to Arkansas Bend. Flyer was leading 
the fleet with Jus Knot Rite and Air Supply close behind. Air Supply moved 
ahead of the J 29 near Arkansas Bend and all of the boats jibed there and 
kept their spinnakers flying almost to Anderson Bend. Nothing like a nine 
mile spinnaker leg.  Air Supply nearly caught Flyer as they rounded Thurman 
Bend, but Flyer held them off in the light swirly winds. The boats stayed in 
that order to the finish, with Flyer maintaining a loose cover on the other      
J 80 with the J 29 just behind. The two J 80s and the J 29 had the three 
fastest corrected times of all the boats on Saturday, with Flyer winning the 
Levens Trophy for the fastest spinnaker keel boat to Lago Vista.

On Sunday, the boats motored back towards AYC in the non-existent morning 
winds, participated in a drifting race from near Thurman Bend to near 
Graveyard Point, and then motored the rest of the way back to AYC. The finish 
order was once again Flyer, then Air Supply, then Jus Knot Rite. This was also 
the combined ranking for the overall A Fleet trophies. Once again Turnback 
Canyon Regatta was a great party, some great racing, and some light air 
drifting in between.  

http://www.texasinvasives.org/zebramussels
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Hand-picked doohickeys

Fred’s Marine
512-659-0694

call before you come

C Fleet Update
by André de la Reza

Well it has happened, Texas has started to inflict us 
with it’s notorious summers. The mercury has climbed 
and people are trying to remember how to rig 
biminis. The good news is, while the lake continues 
to inch downward, the water has warmed enough 
that jumping in to scrub the bottom is no longer a 
wetsuit affair.

We have had a couple of great events since last 
Telltale. Turnback was a good time with much fun had (and well deserved 
from the trials they had on the return). See Commodore Record’s report about 
it. We also had the commencement of Beer Cans (we are now on the late 
starts, so update your calendar) and C-fleet represented the Club at the latest 
Learn-to-Sail clinic. Bill Records, Jim Pearce and André de la Reza taught 
and took out 10 new sailors on a blustery Saturday. The rail was buried and 
the hook set, many new sailors seem to have the racing bug! We also have a 
new member of C-fleet, please help welcome Robert Meyers, he is the new 
owner of a Bob Gallant’s Dare to Dream (Pearson 26OD #237). We will see 
what/if he re-names her. 

The Late Spring Series, originally set to be a 4 race series, ended up being 
a nail biter of 2 race event. The EOS race was sacrificed to one of Texas pop 
up storm cells. It thundered and gusted over 30 with enough ferocity for an 
on shore postponement, to quickly disappear after AP was hoisted. As racers 
started to dare to be optimistic, the winds died and radar started to show 
another cell due to arrive at the new postponed start time. RC sided with 
safety and called off all races. The pair of races left Hector Lujan’s Banshee 
earning first with 5 points. Following was my Los Monos (2nd), Fred Schroth’s 
Cafe Mista (3rd) and John Durfor’s Blue Note all tied with 8 points, with the 
best finishes on last race making the difference. An anti-climatic finish to 
the series, but a better one than being caught by a heavy storm band with 
lighting while trying to finish a race. As we say on my boat, Safety First/ 
Speed Second.

MoonBurn started May 25th and is always a good time, and I have some 
great swag for Independence Cup so keep an eye out for the posters!

Till next month, Fair Winds and Following Seas and Cool Breezes!

For those pesky repairs

Pearsons under the sun during a Beer Can race. Not a better way to start the weekend.



Photos by Bruce McDonald

Late Spring Series
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Race One

Light and northerly winds greeted the start of 
race one. Cafe au Lait nailed the start but it 
didn’t help much as very fluky, up-and-down 
winds took over. Entheos (Jim Pearce) was first 
boat around marker 9, followed by Cafe Misto 
(Fred Schroth), and Cafe au Lait, Slip Kid (Keith 
Denebeim), Picante (Brett Wilson), and Blue 

Note (John Durfor). Trying to concentrate on helping, I didn’t get the 
order of the rest of the fleet. 

By Arkansas Bend, it was Entheos, Cafe Misto, Cafe au Lait, Slip Kid, 
Blue Note. As we passed Lakeway, Cafe au Lait took the lead with Slip 
Kid below us (10 feet away!) and all of the spinnaker boats bunched 
up. Fantastic racing!!!  Blue Note doused her chute early (hear that 
John Bartlett?) and rounded Anderson Bend first, followed by Cafe au 
Lait and Slip Kid. Half way to Thurman Bend, Slip Kid tacked away from 
us and we didn’t cover. 

Guess what happened? We finished the afternoon looking at her 
transom! Consequently, we went from racing for first to racing for 
second! We covered Entheos and Blue Note and finished second, 
Entheos third, Blue Note fourth.

Race 2

With no wind on Saturday morning, the RC led us motoring down 
stream until there was a hint of wind past Thurman Bend. We set and 
retrieved our kite about eight times and the lead changed about every 
five minutes, sailing from meager puffs to less than meager puffs. 

Just before marker 15, Picante took the lead, having not flown a 
spinnaker at all! We all ghosted to a shortened course at marker 14, 
Slip Kid taking first, Entheos second, Cafe Misto third, and Cafe au Lait 
fourth. A majority of boats withdrew, and we have a year to savor race 
1 and forget race 2!

C Fleet Update / Turnback Canyon
by Bill Records

Rendezvous Crew

ThreeHourCrew

Soulstice Crew

Roadrunner Regatta June 2-3
USODA Optimist MidAmerica Championship

Texas State Junior Laser Championship
USSailing Area F Singlehanded Championship

Qualifier for the Smythe National Championship
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Ensign Fleet Update
by Bill and Kelly Hawk

May was a very busy month for most of the 
Ensign fleet – aside from the Beer Can racing, 
we had good representation on the water as 
well as several enjoyable and exciting events.  
Most important was the . . .

Late Spring Series

As many as seven Ensigns were on the starting 
line during the Late Spring Series, which 

seemed a tad short because of the fleet’s Race Committee on the first weekend 
and the scheduled Chaparral De Mar on the last day of the series. Our first 
weekend of actual racing was met with spotty air, and often no wind at all. At 
one point, boats were traveling away from the finish line that was less than 
10 feet away. The next Ensign series race saw the trifecta of finishers change 
positions a few times, but the Dahmen boat prevailed (someone needs to stash 
a few anchors in their cabin). Below is a list of the finishers:

1st George and Franz Dahmen on Styf Kop
2nd Bill and Kelly Hawk on Prickly Pair
3rd Tom Groll on Brews’er
4th Lewis Price on Dos Locos
5th Dave Gamble on One with the Wind
6th Charlie and Annie Lancaster on Eagle
7th James Bland on Spirit

We were honored to welcome back two wayward sailors during the series; one 
was Harold Neel, a long-time AYC member and Ensign sailor who co-owned 
and sailed with Tom Groll on 578 Brews’er several decades ago. Harold, who 
cut his sailing teeth on Ensigns, has been traveling and working for 20 years 
in the Caribbean and South Pacific on Cassiopeia, a large wooden schooner. 
He’s written a book about the incredible experience in an effort to bring this 
beautiful boat, which has fallen into disrepair, back to life. Jim Chapman, who 
crewed on Ensigns, J/22s, and J/24s many years ago had jumped aboard 
1414 Prickly Pair for the series and a few Friday night Beer Cans. He’s excited 
about getting back into sailing, and we’re happy to have him out again.

Another important event for the Fleet was the . . .

Sail 4 Kids

The Round Rock Kiwanis Club and AYC hosted Sail 4 Kids on the third Saturday 
in May. AYC provided the sailing and grounds and Kiwanis coordinated with 
the Baptist Children’s Home to welcome the children aboard. This year we had 
26 children ready for a sailing experience. With the breeze up we used only 
large sailboats skippered by Ray Shull, Bo Kersey, Doug Christensen, and Kurt 
Carson. We had 16 skippers volunteer (Ensigns and J/22s) but it was a larger 
boat kind of day. Doug Laws chaired the event, Fred Ford coordinated the 
sailing and John Grzinich did liaison with the Children’s Home and shore duty.  
Shore volunteers Marni Smith, Annie Lancaster, and Hazel Sanchez assisted 
John Grzinich in fitting children with PFDs and boarding boats. On the water 
John Saunders, Linda McDavitt, Russ Shermer, Pamela Christensen, Elizabeth 
Quintanilla, and Susy Ortega served as crew. Anne Morley took some beautiful 
photographs, and David Morley operated the safety/photo boat. The event 

involved a lot of AYC volunteers and their efforts were well spent. The Kiwanis 
hosted the post sailing picnic and swimming party.  It was a perfect kind of day. 
The pictures say it all.

Sail 4 Kids on Bo Kersey’s Abandoned Assets

Doug Christensen out with some young sailors during Sail 4 Kids

Youngsters enjoying a ride on Flyer during Sail 4 Kids

continued next page
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Ray Shull hanging out with a younger crowd during the Sail 4 Kids

A beautiful Saturday afternoon on Jus Knot Rite during the Sail 4 Kids

Jus Knot Rite during the Sail 4 Kids sail

Sharing the Love of Sailing

Our Ensign skippers and crew continue to pass on their expertise 
to upcoming and novice sailors through volunteer and sailing 
opportunities. A few of our Ensign women participated in the AYC 
Women’s Sailing Clinic. Anne Kitzmiller and Anne Riggs crewed 972 
September at the AYC Women’s Sailing Clinic as they introduced some 
beginning sailors to the fun of sailing. Various skippers have taken new 
members or curious lubbers on their boats for a Beer Can race or two.  

And occasionally we have even seen a large-boat sailor join our ragtag 
bunch for a series race weekend, a Beer Can race, or just an enjoyable 
afternoon surrounded by water and a few empties. It is always a good 
day when we can introduce someone to our sport.

Chaparral That Was Knot

Unfortunately, one of the most anticipated races of the year was 
cancelled due to inclement and unpredictable weather. The Chaparral 
De Mar pits mature and experienced skippers from all fleets and 
skill levels against each using borrowed Ensigns with the owners 
and regular crew assisting with the sails and tactics. This year saw 
an exciting practice race before the scheduled main event, in the 
Friday evening Beer Can when Tom Romberg on Charlie and Annie 
Lancaster’s 773 Eagle managed to sneak past Brad Davis (on Tom 
Groll’s 578 Brews’er). The Chaparral De Mar has been rescheduled for 
October 7, 2018, which gives our thirteen 70+ skippers even more 
time to practice, dream, and talk smack. 

We want to recognize all of our Chaparral sailors, thank them for their 
enthusiasm and participation, and look forward to seeing them practice 
on the race course this summer: Tom Romberg, John Saunders, Keith 
Renard, Bill Records, Fred Ford, Dave Gamble, Brad Davis, Doug 
Laws, Linda McDavitt, Jim Lanshe, Bob & Sue Warter, Elliott Bray, and 
John Grzinich. 

Laser Fleet Update
by Steve Keckler

We kicked off the Wednesday night Laser series 
with a bang – or more specifically steady winds 
of 20 with puffs to 30. Seven boats braved these 
conditions, with Matt Romberg winning two of 
the races and Ethan Froehlich taking the third.  
There was a fair bit of swimming that evening, 
and even some of the more experienced sailors 
were witnessed performing chicken jibes at the 
jibe mark. The second Wednesday brought more 

moderate conditions and 9 boats to the line, but still plenty of hiking upwind 
and planing off the breeze. Race winners that evening included Andrew 
Butler, Fred Schroth, and Dave Grogono (two races). Unfortunately, the third 
Wednesday was plagued by the fire engine accident on 620, which kept 
many sailors from even making to the Club. Furthermore the winds were so 
light that racing was abandoned. We will be racing every Wednesday evening 
(first whistle at 6pm) through the end of September.

I am continuing to reach out with the intent of growing fleet participation 
both with new fleet members and AYC Laser sailors who have not competed 
recently. Come on out and join us for racing and post-race fleet dinners! For 
more information, visit the fleet web page (https://www.austinyachtclub.net/
ayc-laser-fleet/) or contact me directly at ayc.laser.fleet.captain@gmail.com. 
I would be happy to add those interested in AYC Laser racing to the fleet 
email list.

https://www.austinyachtclub.net/ayc-laser-fleet/
https://www.austinyachtclub.net/ayc-laser-fleet/
mailto:ayc.laser.fleet.captain%40gmail.com?subject=I%20want%20to%20sail%21%21
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Roadrunner Fleet Update
by Mary Carew

Some of our juniors had an opportunity to sail in 
the Turnback Canyon Regatta in May. Thanks to 
Steve Ward for running a great regatta and for the 
opportunity to host a fundraiser meal after racing. On 
that note, thanks to those who tipped the rowers at 
Lago Vista and bought Sunday meals. Wendi Froelich 
was RC. Ethan Froelich and Richie Amato earned line 
honors by 10 minutes on Saturday on the F18 Tiger 
Cat. Katie and Fiona Froelich earned line honors on 

Saturday on a J22. On a J24 there was Stella Renner and her friend. 

Fiona and Katie Froelich sailing on Caledonia. Turnback 2018   Photo by Stephanie Froelich 

Taxi service in Lago Vista. Turnback Canyon Regatta 2018.   Photo by Stephanie Froelich 

Ethan and Richie. Turnback Canyon Regatta, 2018.   Photo by Stephanie Froelich

Lucy Brock and Julius Heitkoetter, 1st in the C420. Ragnot TSA Regatta, Houston Yacht Club.   
Photo by Constanze Heitkoetter 

Richie sailed on Bonfire and Ethan sailed on Liten Up in the J22 circuit stop 
at Austin Yacht Club the following weekend. 

On May 19-20, AYC sailors travelled to Houston Yacht Club for the Ragnot 
Classic TSA Regatta. Both days were very windy with 18 knots on Saturday 
and 20 knots on Sunday along with large swells. It was great experience for 
all our sailors. In C420 Lucy Brock and Julius Heitkoetter took first place and 
Taylor Snyder came in 4th, sailing with Hannah Progelhof from Rush Creek 

Yacht Club. Andrew Butler sailed in Laser Radial, finishing in 12th. 34 boats 
sailed in optimist RWB and Lucas Tenrreiro took 2nd overall and 2nd in red 
fleet, while Tony Slowik was 3rd overall (and 3rd in red fleet). James Brock 
was 6th overall and 2nd in blue fleet. Nicholas Carew sailed his first red 
fleet regatta and finished in 21st place (11th in red). Kynes Cabrera finished 
in 23rd  and Keen Cabrera finished in 29th. 

The next TSA is right here at AYC! The Roadrunner Regatta and Optimist Mid 
America championship is the weekend of June 2-3. The regatta this year 
is a US team trials qualifier and a large number of entrants is expected. 
We will need volunteers in many areas; on the water and on land!. If you 
can volunteer one or both days, please reach out to Jeff Brock (jeffbrock@
me.com) or myself (marycarew8@gmail.com) if you would like to help out. 
We can’t pull this off without you!

mailto:jeffbrock%40me.com?subject=RR%20Regatta
mailto:jeffbrock%40me.com?subject=RR%20Regatta
mailto:marycarew8%40gmail.com?subject=
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Keen, Kynes, Nicholas and James ready to launch. Ragnot TSA Regatta, Houston Yacht Club.   
Photo by Robert Carrera

Nicholas taking a break between races. Ragnot Classic TSA Regatta, Houston Yacht Club.  
Photo by Paul Carew

Opti RWB start line. Ragnot Classic TSA Regatta, Houston Yacht Club.   Photo by Paul Carew

Opti RWB start line. Ragnot Classic TSA Regatta, Houston Yacht Club.  Photo by Paul Carew

Volunteers Needed for Roadrunner Regatta June 2-3
All hands on deck!

The AYC Roadrunner Regatta is one of the most popular Junior 
regattas in the state. This is due entirely to the awesome 
volunteers who make it happen. We hope you can come out 
and help us again!

We need volunteers on the water and on shore. Please let us 
know if you can help, and if you have any preferred duties. Any 
questions, please email Jeff Brock at jeffbrock@me.com.

Volunteering will count towards your probationary requirements 
as service to the Club. Thank you!!

mailto:jeffbrock%40me.com?subject=RR%20Regatta


30

J22 Circuit Stop

Photos by Bruce McDonald
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J22 Circuit Stop

Photos by Bruce McDonald
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Antigua Race Week / Volunteering in the BVI
by James Parsons

Hello from the Caribbean!

I’ve been away for a month, as of May 17th. I had 
quite the adventure on the first day of racing when I 
was in Antigua for Race Week. 

I arrived a few days early to find a spot on a boat. As 
with most of life, 80% of it is showing up. Needless 
to say, I found a ride. 

Before racing I ran into Alexis Andrews who created the film a bunch of us 
watched at the Bullock (Vanishing Sail). I also spoke with Carl, one of Alwyn’s 

sons. The yellow boat in the pic of Alexis is the one the sons made after 
Alwyn retired (but still did the caulk). 

Volare was the boat I raced with, and it was a Grand Soleil 38 (bow #36). 

There were 7 boats in our class….and one of them, let’s see. How to say 
this…Was on port (no rights) and we were on starboard (lots of rights)…
and BOOM! Crash! Holy Starboard Boat Batman!

“We’ve tacked, help with the sheets!!” I bellowed to the (understandably) 
stunned crewmates. When the dust settled, the other boat withdrew because 
we were going to protest them. “Want me to check if we are taking on 
water?” I asked the captain. 

Long story short, some sweat ended up in the bilge. We worked hard. We 
got the water out faster than it was coming in. And we got back to Falmouth 
Harbour as fast as we could. Just happens to be, getting in as fast as we 
could, involved sailing and not withdrawing.

We crossed the finish line, and signaled to the RC (with a bucket in hand) 
that we had an issue, and to please answer the VHF calls we were making. 

Up next, We hoisted the boat in 
a crane, and saw the damage.

Then, a race off to file the 
protest (did it myself so skipper 
could get the repairs started). 
Turns out, they were protesting 
us as well!

I got called into the protest 
room as a witness. Answered 
questions, and crossed my 
fingers I’d win a protest I filed. 
(lost one I submitted before).

Well, we won the protest. And 
it was against the Commodore 

of a certain Jolly yacht club that I shall not name. 

We also got given 4 minutes of redress thanks to the issue….which got us 
the win by ~11 seconds!!

Fair winds from the Caribbean, mon. 
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Volunteering in the British Virgin Islands

After racing in Antigua, I came to Tortola to help volunteer after the 
hurricanes. 

When I was in Antigua, I had the sobering thought that if I come back in 20 
years, a lot of what is there could be wiped out. It was on Barbuda, only a 
few miles away.

As I’m writing this, I’m with some AYC folks at Leverick Bay of Virgin Gorda. 

The devastation around Bitter End Yacht Club was sad to see. This area got it 
way worse (or had worse construction), than on Tortola. Or maybe the rebuild 
is slower. 

We are staying overnight, and heading to Aneganda tomorrow then Cane 
Garden Bay on Tuesday where the organization I volunteer with (All Hands 
and Hearts) has it’s base. 

In Road Town in Tortola, it seems as though 80% of the top floors had 
damage that left them uninhabitable and 80% of bottom floors are fine (it’s 
been a few months, so there was likely some repairs). 

We tend to volunteer at schools, day cares, special needs centers, and 
homes that housed large families who are not on the island and not going to 
school because they don’t have anywhere to live. 

It’s been amazing to see the resiliency of the locals. Life goes on. While 
recovery might be slower than one would hope for, they still try to maintain 
some normalcy. And even have a sense of humour about it (Irma Shack is a 
popular local bar in Cane Garden Bay). 

Removing and rebuilding roofs is a common project. The roof is the Achilles 
heel during a hurricane. Everything else might be holding, but when the roof is 
comprised, chaos ensues. I heard of one person being thrown around in a circle 
in a room in his house, breaking a few bones, but surviving to tell the tale. 

At one residence we demolished the upstairs as it had significant damage, 
and wasn’t up to the building code. I got to use a sledge hammer and jack 
hammer in the process. Making concrete with shovels was something I must 
have inherited from an ancestor, as I was chomping at the bit to do it. 

It’s been a fun time meeting the other people with All Hands, and I’ve gone 
off island each of my three weekends so far. I also swim nearly every day, 
and had an amazing experience in the middle of a bait ball. Unfortunately 
I didn’t have my camera with me, but I saw Mahi Mahi, sting ray, tarpon, 
pelican and seagull all have a go at the fish. 

By the time of the next Telltale, I will likely still be in North America. My 
dreams of a third transatlantic are possibly getting usurped by something 
more awesome, that I didn’t envisage when I came here... hint: I could be 
going to a part of the world I’ve never been to.

Stay tuned...
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Commodore Bill Records
Past Commodore Wade Bingaman
Vice Commodore Annie Lancaster
Secretary Karen Bogisch
Treasurer David Morley
Race Commander Jim Casto
Buildings & Grounds Cdr. Diane Covert
Harbor Commander Dane Ohe
Sail Training Commander Carolyn Wilsford

AYC STAFF
General Manager Jackie Wheeless
Head Caretaker Tom Cunningham 
Sailing Director Coleman Terrell

AUSTIN YACHT CLUB
5906 Beacon Drive

Austin, Texas 78734-1428

Office: 512-266-1336
Office FAX: 512-266-9804
Clubhouse: 512-266-1897

E-MAIL AND WEBSITE
www.austinyachtclub.net

office@austinyachtclub.net

NEWSLETTER
Susie McDonald, Editor
ghowiellc@gmail.com

AYC BUSINESS HOURS
Wednesday - Sunday 9:00A - 5:00P
CLOSED MONDAY AND TUESDAY

Closed Club Holidays:
New Year's Day January 1
Easter Sunday April 5
Independence Day July 4
Thanksgiving Day November 26
Shopping Day November 27
Christmas Day December 25

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
E-MAIL ADDRESSES

buildings_grounds@austinyachtclub.net

race_commander@austinyachtclub.net

vice_commodore@austinyachtclub.net

membership@austinyachtclub.net

sail_training@austinyachtclub.net

commodore@austinyachtclub.net

secretary@austinyachtclub.net

treasurer@austinyachtclub.net

harbor_commander@austinyachtclub.net

AYC 2018 RACE CALENDAR

AYC 2018 NON-RACING EVENTS

May 30 Laser/Sunfish Racing  6:00p start
Jun 1, 8, 15, 29 Beer Can Races  7:00p start
Jun 2-3 Roadrunner Regatta / Optimist MidAmerica Championship
Jun 8-10 J/24 Circuit Stop
Jun 16 Dog Days Series Race #1  5:00p start   RC: C22/SC21
Jun 22 MoonBurn Series Race  8:00-11:00p
Jun 23 Dog Days Series Race #2  5:00p start  RC: Keel C
Jun 30 Dog Days Series Race #3  5:00p start  RC: J/24
Jul 4, 11, 18, 25 Laser/Sunfish Racing  6:00p start
Jul 6, 13, 20 Beer Can Races  7:00p start
Jul 7 Independence Cup Regatta
Jul 14 Dog Days Series Race #4  5:00p start  RC: MH
Jul 21 Dog Days Series Race #5  5:00p start  RC: Ensign
Jul 27 MoonBurn Series Race  8:00-11:00p
Jul 28 Dog Days Series Race #6 EOS  5:00p start  RC: Keel A

May 26 Luau
May 26 Junior Clinic 10-2
May 27 UTSC Reunion  12:00-6:00p
May 27 Free Sail Sunday  1:00-4:00p
Jun 9 ASA 101  9:00a-5:00p 
Jun 9, 16, 23, 30 PB&J Sailing Sessions 1-2, 9:00a-1:00p
Jun 9, 16, 23, 30 Free Sail Saturday  1:00-4:00p
Jun 11-15 Summer Camp Week 1  8:00a-6:00p
Jun 18-22 Summer Camp Week 2  8:00a-6:00p
Jun 25-29 Summer Camp Week 3  8:00a-6:00p
Jun 28 Board of Directors Meeting  7:30p
Jul 9-13 Summer Camp Week 4  8:00a-6:00p
Jul 14, 21, 28 PB&J Sailing Sessions 3-4  9:00a-1:00p
Jul 14, 21, 28 Free Sail Saturday  1:00-4:00p
Jul 16-20 Summer Camp Week 5  8:00a-6:00p
Jul 23-27 Summer Camp Week 6  8:00a-6:00p
Jul 26 Board of Directors Meeting  7:30p
Jul 28 EOS Dinner
Jul 30-Aug 3 Summer Camp Week 7  8:00a-6:00p 

Hail to the Chefs!  
Marilyn Jackson and Constanze 
Heitkoetter fed the masses at 
the J22 Circuit Stop breakfast.
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J22 Circuit Stop   

Photo by Bruce McDonald
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