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2018 Perpetual Awards

Fred Schroth
Max White Memorial Trophy
This award honors the Club senior sailor for outstanding service to 
the Club in the past year. The recipient is an individual who has 
given freely and unselfishly of their time and talents over and above 
what might otherwise have been necessary or expected.

Lucy Brock
Jesse McIlroy Smith Bowl
This award honors the Club junior or senior sailor who has made an 
outstanding contribution or achievement in yachting or racing beyond 
the Club level or normal Club activities such as significant application 
of sailing skills in a rescue, ocean crossing, yacht construction, etc.

Anne Morley
Corinthian Woman Sailor Trophy
This award honors the woman sailor who exhibits the Corinthian 
traits of good sportsmanship, enthusiasm and participation, thereby 
making an overall contribution to the enhancement of the sport of 
competitive sailing.

Jim Pearce
Jimmy B. Card Memorial Trophy
This award honors the Club senior member new to the sport and 
recognizes the beginning sailor who enthusiastically, bravely and with 
a real zest and enjoyment for life, becomes a reasonably competitive 
sailor in their first or second year of sailing.
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It was the morning after I became the Commodore-
elect. I was driving to work down 620 by the dam. 
As I approached the bridge, I was welcomed by a 
thick blanket of fog. I was quite anxious when it 
hit. Even though I have driven that road a thousand 
times, the fog made the surroundings seem foreign, 
ominous, and a bit scary. 

That’s kind of how I feel about 2019. I have been 
to the Club a thousand times. But the anticipation 

of being your 2019 Commodore has hit home. I am honored, anxious and 
overwhelmed! I try to remember that this is the same place I have been coming 
to most of my life. There is no need to panic, right? Just stay calm and sail on. 
Well, I made it through the fog that day and all is well. I trust all will be well 
at the Club, too, because it has a great Board, wonderful staff and energetic 
members devoted to this a little piece of heaven on Lake Travis. 

So, onward through the fog… 

Let me introduce the 2019 Board Members.

Commodore – Annie Lancaster   
Immediate Past Commodore – Bill Records
Vice Commodore – Dane Ohe   
Treasurer – David Morley
Building & Grounds Commander – Diane Covert  
Race Commander – Jim Casto
Harbor Commander – John Kuc (aka JK)   
Sail Training Commander – Keith Denebeim
Secretary – Karen Bogisch

As you may notice, we have a number of Board members starting their 
second term. New Board members are JK as Harbor Commander and Keith 
Denebeim as Sail Training Commander.

Remember, the monthly Board meetings are on the 4th Thursday of the 
month at 7:30 p.m. All Club members are welcomed to attend. 

The Board has been working hard on the 2019 Racing/Training calendar. It 
looks like there are lots of opportunities to race and learn and sail. It will be 
on the website as soon as it is approved.

And speaking of the calendar, the AYC website is a great place to keep up 
with Club events. Here is the URL, https://www.austinyachtclub.net/. Lately, 
asthere has been a fun link to some historic pictures from past regattas and 
events. Take a look; you may see someone you know.

Happy sailing, and ...

P.S. Beware of the candle!

From The Commodore 
by Annie Lancaster

With a full lake and more rain in the forecast, 
2019 looks to be a banner year for racing and fun. 
Race Commander Jim Casto has been working on 
the Racing Calendar which will be finalized at the 
January Board Meeting. There will be six AYC series 
this year. The Big Three AYC regattas, Governor’s Cup, 
Turnback Canyon and the Centerboard Regatta, are 
tentatively scheduled for the weekends of April 6&7, 
May 11&12 and October 26&27 respectively. Note 

that Turnback is earlier in May and not on Memorial Day. This will allow us to 
have Turnback in conjunction with Lago Fest again. Check the AYC website for 
finalized dates toward the middle of January.

Volunteering to help with a regatta is a great way to contribute to AYC.  
James Bland has offered to be the Chairperson for the Centerboard Regatta. 
I will be looking for Regatta Chairs and Regatta Team Members for Turnback 
and Governor’s Cup. If you are interested, please let me know.

Our new Sail Training Commander, Keith Denebeim, has several training 
opportunities lined up for this year, including a focus on Adult Sail Training 
and starting with the January 6 Learn to Race, Secrets to Winning on Lake 
Travis class! Look for more classes and seminars to come.

Race Commander Jim Casto has scheduled US Sailing Race Committee 
Training on the 5th of January and AYC RC Training on the 12th. AYC training 
is a great way for new members to become familiar with the way racing is 
managed at AYC, and also a good way for those who haven’t done RC for a 
while to brush up on their skills.  

The Red Eye Regatta was a great success this year. Thank you to Regatta 
Chair Andrea Lesh and her team for an excellent regatta!

I am looking forward to working with the new Board of Directors. The group 
has a good balance of new perspectives and experience. It should be a great 
year with plenty of water in the lake, exciting racing and plenty of socializing 
afterwards.

See everyone out there!

From The Vice Commodore 
by Dane Ohe

Remember Jean Socrates?
Brad Davis invited her to be a guest speaker at 
AYC a couple years ago. She is 75 years old and 
has sailed single-handed non-stop around the 
world.

She’s at it again! 

If you would enjoy following her sail around the 
world, visit her blog site S/V Nereida at https://
svnereida.com/blog.

https://www.austinyachtclub.net/
https://svnereida.com/blog
https://svnereida.com/blog
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Sail Training Report
by Keith Denebeim

I am very honored to take the 
helm as this year’s AYC Sail Training 
Commander. I look forward to 
sharing my passion for sailing while 
keeping the foundation of a great 
Sail Training program that is well 
established by my predecessors. You 
will see all of our popular racing 
clinics on the AYC Calendar as well as 
few added features for 2019.

It is also a pleasure to introduce our AYC Sail Training Committee for 2019.

2019 SAIL TRAINING COMMITTEE 
Jeff Brock    Cathie Martin

  Matt Romberg    Scott Young

Each of us is looking forward to bringing our knowledge and love of our sport 
to as many members as possible. I encourage everyone to come out to as 
many clinics and programs as you can. We have some whoppers planned so 
keep an eye on the AYC website and here in the Telltale for all the details.  

The traditional Learn to Race Clinic kicked off the year on January 6, but with a 
new twist. We titled it, Learn the Race Secrets of Lake Travis. This well-attended 
event reviewed all the details of what to look for on our very own race course. 
We covered all the little tricks and nuances of racing specifically on Lake Travis. 
J/80 Fleet Champion, Ray Shull, took us through every wind lift and header we 
can pick up off the shores and which holes to avoid to keep us ahead. Our own 
Matt Romberg showed us the importance of changing gears on the lake but 
more importantly, when and how to make the shift a winning move. Your new 
Training Commander reviewed winning race preparation tactics. The clinic went 
well beyond the basics. We gave away the secrets to winning, all you had to do, 
was come to the Club. I hope to see you at upcoming clinics! 

Two new programs feature adult on-the-water symposiums and are run by 
our Sailing Director, Coleman Terrell. Participants will sail on our collegiate 
FJ’s. It will be the perfect platform to get hands-on skippering and build 
racing confidence ... so keep an eye on the calendar. Keel boaters: be sure 
to send your crew!  

I am also super excited to introduce our AYC Yachtsmen’s Dinners! Get ready 
to meet some of our sport’s greatest legends right at our own Club. Can you 
imagine a dinner with the winning skipper of the VOLVO Ocean Race? Would 
you like to chat tactics with the next US America’s Cup Skipper? Well, get 
ready because we are pulling all the stops off this one. We are planning to 
bring some incredible presenters to AYC this year and we hope you encourage 

your crew and friends to join us. 

Yes, Magic is coming to Austin and a 
lot more. Stay tuned! 

Next up with our continued 
curriculum will be our Racing 
Rules Clinic (February 23) and our 
Spinnaker Sailing Clinic (March 

16). We are also offering the extensive US Sailing Level 1 Certification which 
runs two consecutive weekends, February 9-10 and February 16-17. Put 
them on your calendar and we’ll help you climb the leaderboard. These are 
very hands-on classes and we promise, you won’t be bored.  

We’re going to have a great Sail Training year! All you have to do is show up!

Do carry on!  

2018 has come to an end and what a year! We’ve 
experienced all kinds of weather, causing many 
cancellations due to bitter cold, extreme heat and 
the flooding rains. We still fed quite a few hungry 
sailors and their crews! I had the opportunity to 
work alongside some wonderful committee members 
who brought much needed help in preparing and 
planning the series meals with me. Thank you all for 
your hard work and time!

We had a wonderful time at the Annual Banquet, held once again at the 
Oasis. The food was delicious, drinks were plentiful and we danced the night 
away to fantastic music from the band Fabulous Chevelles!

I will be stepping aside from chairing the Social Committee and Pat Manning 
will be the new social chair for 2019. I will be helping her out in the kitchen 
but I am really interested in dedicating more time to sailing clinics and 
getting out on the water! I am bound and determined to finally learn how to 
sail! I certainly have spent enough time on the water as crew, chef and drink 
master but never really handled the boat solo! Wish me luck and say a few 
prayers when you see me on the lake for yourself and me!

The year has had some highs and lows but we will carry on enjoying the 
camaraderie of our fellow sailors. I wish everyone many blessings in the year 
ahead. I also would like to mention that my right hand man, who has come 
into my life giving me much love and support, will now be my partner for 
life! I’m engaged to Guy Abbey! Blessings to all!

Social Committee Report
by Margo Bower

Your New Year’s Resolution

Always do sober 
what you said 

you’d do drunk.

Fred’s Marine
512-659-0694

call before you come

Fix your boat. Shop at Fred’s. 



Wild Turkey RegattaWild Turkey Regatta Recap
by Bruce McDonald

After a month of almost daily cancellations, 
reinstatements and re-scheduling, it was finally 
decided a little more than a week before 
the event that the regatta would be a go for 
December 1.  

A race committee, volunteers, trophies and food 
were put together in record time. By the time of 
the regatta, there were a record 56 entries.  

The weather did not disappoint. Although the wind direction from the 
west made for a challenge in setting the course, the wind speeds of 12-
18 knots with the temperatures in the 70s made for a great afternoon 
of racing. 

The J80 class fielded 10 teams. The Pearson 26 had 7 entries and the 
Ensigns also sailed one design. Very close racing showed three J80s 
vying for third place overlapped in a photo finish after sailing an 11 
mile race. Ed Pierce showed us how to sail upwind with the spinnaker 
in a Pearson 26. In PHRF A, the J22s took the first 5 places. Hmmm.  
Maybe time to look at the J22 rating … or maybe just great sailing.  

After the race, the hungry sailors inhaled 30 large Mr. Gatti’s pizzas, a 
mountain of salad and ten cases of beer. 

The first place finishes and bottles of Wild Turkey rum went to: 

J80 Claudia Bartlett

Pearson 26 Keith Denebeim 

Ensign Tom Groll 

PHRF A John Halter 

PHRF B Brian Grothues 

Multihull Jim Casto
Photos by Bruce McDonald

continued next page
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Wild Turkey Regatta



2018 Perpetual Awards

Fred Schroth has given AYC his time, his talents and his advice (not necessarily in that order) for more than 30 years. 

His contributions, given freely, abundantly, and with untiring gusto, include repair and maintenance of AYC’s committee boats, 

repair and maintenance of the junior sail training boats, and repair of the hoist in the work area. All he ever asks in return 

is that you listen to his advice about how to prevent these types of repairs in the future (okay, so maybe he going to tell you 

whether you ask or not, and “advice” may be a euphemism, but it’s okay because he’s generally right and he’s always got 

AYC’s best interest at heart). This year, in addition to his “routine” contributions, Fred donated many hours of personal time 

and legwork helping prepare AYC’s facilities for worst-case scenarios during the October 2018 flood, as well as many hours 

of personal time and legwork cleaning up AYC grounds following the flood. And of course, there’s the perennially popular 

and much-anticipated Easter Laser Regatta that he personally created sometime shortly after Mansfield Dam was created 

and now chairs every year. In addition to providing great racing, he selects the cutest trophies ever, and AYC gets to enjoy 

stuffed bunnies decorating every nook and cranny for a few weeks. Fred also serves, untiringly and with great enthusiasm, as 

AYC’s un-official oral historian. If you ever want to know why AYC has some rule or policy in place, he’s the one to go to. You’ll 

hear the real story behind it, complete with interesting tidbits about current and former members (that you may or may not 

really want to know), as well as his own personal opinion about it – complete with the fully considered rationale behind that 

opinion.  Fred Schroth is truly one of AYC’s treasures and is fully deserving of the 2018 Max White Memorial Trophy. Thank 

you, Fred, for everything you do and who you are. We are lucky to have you!

Fred Schroth
Max White Memorial Trophy

Jim Pearce
Jimmy B. Card Memorial Trophy

Lucy Brock has demonstrated a consistent and high level of performance most every weekend she is not studying. She 

has garnered such 2018 titles as a participant in US Sailing’s Sear Cup, top skipper in the Texas C420 fleet, top youth in 

the Lightening fleet, and she sailed away with victory at the Sunfish North Americans. Her full list of accomplishments from 

this year would take much too long to read. Not only is she a talented sailor, but she also displays the Corinthian Spirit as 

recognized by US Sailing and the Texas Sailing Association. She is one of the founders of the LTHS sailing team and helps lead 

the team by example through her work ethic and willingness to learn and ask questions. She has accomplished all this while 

fully enrolled in junior college and advanced math and science classes. Great job, Lucy Brock!

Jim Pearce is a great selection for this year’s Jimmy B. Card Trophy. He has been accomplishing podium finishes in 

many series due to his scholarly engineering grasp of the sport. Jim’s fleet captain said, “While many of us are all sailing 

by feel, Jim is analyzing vectors and recalling facts from the books he has read!” Jim got his start, like so many, under the 

guidance of Bill Records. He got in and started learning really fast and passionately. Also, like many of Bill’s sailors, he 

quickly sought out his own boat and has been competitive in C-fleet since. He dove into the sport – expanding from keel 

boats into dinghies, he takes lessons, reads voraciously and is making the old salts check their trim when they see his boat 

nearby. Not only is he a staple of the race course, he has been active in numerous race committees, social committee and 

was around helping during the floods even though his boat was getting repaired from a chaotic start that was one for the 

storybooks. Congratulations, Jim!

Lucy Brock
Jesse McIlroy Smith Bowl
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2018 Perpetual Awards
Anne Morley was the fleet captain of one of the longest running fleets at AYC. Her talents and skills go beyond being a 
good racer; she can always be seen stepping up to help out on the course, around the Club and at social events. Ann is also 
a great photographer – covering many AYC events. Just one example of her generous spirit is how she freely provides her 
power boat to the juniors for use at regattas. In one event, one of the boats on the water had a mechanical failure that led to 
everyone falling in the water, and she was there to save the day. She is one of the legends of the Ensign fleet and epitomizes 
good sportsmanship. Sailing runs deep in her family – she sailed with her dad, her husband and many others – but she is 
always the Skipper! Her attitude and contributions to her fleet and the Club make her this year’s Corinthian Women Sailor 
Recipient. Congratulations, Anne!

Paige Fowler was one of the leaders who helped launch the high school sailing program at Lake Travis High School and 
currently serves as the team’s president. Through her recruiting efforts, and those of her teammates, information about Lake 
Travis High School Sailing has reached dozens of interested students. She has started to compete in regattas and has steadily 
improved her skills this year. Be ready to see great things from this new and passionate young sailor. Congratulations, Page!

Anne Morley
Corinthian Woman Sailor Trophy

Paige Fowler
Liz Baumann Memorial Trophy

James Brock has represented AYC for several years and this year his efforts and dedication have resulted in the second 
highest ranking sailor in Texas, and top in his age division. At practices, he consistently displays outstanding teamwork and a 
desire to help others learn and get better. He is quick to share his knowledge and encourage his fellow sailors, both young and 
old. Good job with the excellent starts, James Brock!

Stefan and Stephanie Froelich have been instrumental in the growth and recognition of the AYC Roadrunner 
Fleet as one of the premier junior sailing programs in the country. Everyone you talk to says they assumed this couple had 
received the award at least once or possibly multiple times – because they have been incredible leaders and contributors 
to the Roadrunner Fleet. They have both served multiple years on the Roadrunner Board and have chaired or co-chaired the 
Roadrunner Regatta many times, always earning for AYC the gratitude and praise of all participants. They have facilitated travel 
to out-of-town regattas, lending their own boats to other families, sharing their trailer, helping with transportation, organizing 
calendars, finding families to provide accommodations for the sailors, and sharing information. In the years that Stefan was 
the Roadrunner captain, they set up excellent communications, providing the foundation for the communication and operation 
of the fleet to this day. They truly work as a team on behalf of the Roadrunners and AYC. One person described Stefan as the 
forward-facing ambassador and Stephanie as the one keeping him and everything else on track. Stefan is “officially” the 
unofficial Roadrunner Mechanic and seems quite pleased with this role to the dismay of Stephanie, who reportedly has watched 
Roadrunner boat maintenance take complete precedence and has even tolerated a RIB engine being disassembled in her 
livingroom. The Froelichs are always ready with a warm welcome to newcomers, a helping hand to whoever needs it, safety tips 
for young travelers, and a calming and organized presence at the start of races. In addition to these contributions, the Froelich’s 
have passed along their love for sailboat racing and their enthusiastic and giving spirits to their kids – the whole family is the 
embodiment of the next generation of talented sailors who consistently demonstrate that excellence and good sportsmanship 
can go hand-in-hand. Congratulations, Stefan and Stephanie!

Stefan and Stephanie Froelich
Bill Records Roadrunner Fleet Trophy

James Brock 
Ron W. Harden Memorial Trophy
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2018 Perpetual Awards

Bob Goldsmith has been a member of AYC for 30 years, and his love for AYC runs deep. He served as 
Commodore in 2008 and one of his lasting contributions is the critical support he provided in resolving 
the lawsuit over the bottom of the lake, helping make certain AYC could continue to be able to use the 
point for its docks. He has been captain of the Keel Fleet a number of times, most recently in 2016 and 
2017, when he led the Keel Fleet in starting the Moonburn Series and bringing back the Single-handed 
Regatta. His competitive zeal led him to race a Hunter 28.5 cruiser to many trophies in B Fleet over 
the last 20 plus years. In 2017, he and Karen Bogisch purchased a J80 together, and he enjoyed the 
challenge of learning to race a new boat. He also joined the DF95 craze and bought a RC boat he named 
“Puff”, taking her out to race with the fleet a couple of times. Off the water, Bob has always enjoyed 
applying his excellent oratory skills to the role of emcee for AYC events – from the Blue Duck Awards to 
opening remarks at sailing events to recognizing contributions of other AYC members and thanking the 
founders of the Club. Anyone who knows Bob can probably recount a time that he has held them captive 
recounting something about AYC and its members that he loves and that makes him feel so honored to be 
a part of this Club. In return, it is AYC’s honor to name Bob Goldsmith as the 2018 “Ol’ Salt” for all of his 
contributions to AYC and for his true enjoyment of the sport of sailboat racing.

Bob Goldsmith
Ol’ Salt of the Austin Yacht Club

First Annual Vic Manning Memorial Trophy
To the Club member who has made a deep and lasting impact on the sport of sailboat racing at AYC 
through excellence in Race Management. This trophy is awarded to the Club member who consistently 
and over a long period has given their time and expertise in support of race management at AYC. 

Ray Shull truly exemplifies the characteristics that Vic Manning possessed. This sailor has been a 
fixture in the Club as long as most of us can remember ! When racers see that he is PRO, we can all 
take a breath and relax because we know it will be run perfectly. Race management goes beyond 
speaking clearly on the radio, and this sailor understands this. He organizes well before the day of; has 
his volunteers trained, well set and working together like a recently greased winch; and chooses great 
course to race with picture perfect start lines. He is always diplomatic, but he knows the race rules 
backwards and forwards and you always know you are getting a fair ruling when you fly a red flag. Ray 
has stood shoulder to shoulder with Vic as one of the go-to information sources for many new PROs. On 
one other note, most of us love to see him running race committee, not only because he does it so well 
– but because we are also thankful not to have race behind them when he is on his J80!

Ray Shull
Vic Manning Memorial Trophy
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2018 Perpetual Awards

John and Claudia Bartlett
Lifetime Membership Award

John and Claudia Bartlett have brought recognition and honor to AYC locally, nationally and 
internationally. They have been sailing – and winning – since the 70s. And for many years, John has been 
making those big beautiful sails that make our boats super-fast. But besides being superb sailors in their 
own right, both individually and as a couple, Claudia and John have given back to the Club more than they 
have benefitted – many times over.

Among their many accomplishments on behalf of sailing and sailors:

• They are always there – for work parties (in particular in preparation for many floods, going back to 1991 
to our most recent, and restoration after the floods), for parties, for racing.

• They have been huge proponents and supporters of the junior sailors and, in fact, were major contributors 
to the Rylander Pavillion.

• John leads a Spinnaker Training Clinic every year. Claudia consistently supports the Women’s Sailing Clinic. 
And that’s only a mere mention of the multitude of classes, informal and formal, they have taught, offered, 
or sponsored. And if you ask, either or both of them will take you out on the water to convince you sailing 
is the greatest sport on earth.

• They donated the tarp for the pool cover.

• In 2017, they had the idea and were the energy behind turning the Fleet Challenge into an all day, 
all-AYC party for the whole family (and new members). They did the legwork to make this happen and it 
has been a huge success – both for the AYC Fund and in terms of building camaraderie, and it served as a 
great model for 2018, in which they also were very much involved.

• This year, they started the DF95s racing and generated a great enthusiasm and participation in less than 
on year – DF95 racing has been hugely popular and brough many different sailors together.

• They headed up the DF95s as the sailing portion of the Fleet Challenge this year – allowing and 
encouraging even more fleets to participate.

• John provides support for the RC Boat maintenance and was responsible for all new sails for the 420s 
when AYC hosted the College Nationals.

• They provide new sails for the Optis and donated regatta gifts.

• They freely donate their boats for RC activities and rescue missions.

• They have been regatta chairs and AYC fund organizers on multiple occasions.

• Speaking of the AYC Fund, Claudia and John have been consistent major donors; their generosity has 
allowed the fund to thrive and to support sailors’ travel to national and international competitive 
sailing events.

• And most importantly, they have provided a Bloody Mary bar for every Opening Day Brunch for at least 10 
years – and probably more like 15 or 20! And the same for the Red Eye Regatta!

Claudia and John Bartlett give of themselves kindly, generously, enthusiastically, unceasingly, and with grace 
and humor. They are part of AYC’s structure and embody the Club’s spirit. 
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Jim Pearce accepts Jimmy B. Card Trophy

2018 Annual Banquet

Lucy Brock accepts Jessie McIlroy Smith Bowl

Fred Schroth accepts Max White Trophy

Anne Morley accepts Corinthian Woman Trophy

2018 Annual Banquet photos by Chrisann Tortora except where noted
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2018 Annual Banquet

Bob Goldsmith, winner of Ol’Salt of the Austin Yacht Club, photo by Bill Records

James Brock accepts Ron Harden Trophy

Paige Fowler accepts Liz Baumann Trophy

Stefan and Stefanie Froelich accept Bill Records Roadrunner Award
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2018 Annual Banquet

Ray Shull, winner of the first annual Vic Manning Memorial Trophy, photo by Chrisann Tortora

John and Claudia Bartlett, Lifetime Members, John accepting  photo by Bill Records

Frederick Winguth accepts UT Sailing Team Scott Young Award

Bruce McDonald accepts Blue Duck Award to deafening applause

The Bernstein-Brinkmann Award for the 
2018 Fleet Challenge was presented at the 
event on September 2. Steve Keckler (Laser 
Fleet) and Scott Young (DF95 Fleet) tied for 
first place.

continued next page
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2018 Annual Banquet
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2018 Annual Banquet
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2018 Annual Banquet
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2018 Annual Banquet
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2018 Annual Banquet
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Roadrunner Holiday Party photos by Bill Records except where noted

Roadrunner Holiday Party
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Roadrunner Holiday Party
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Roadrunner Holiday Party
Roadrunner Holiday Party photos by Marilyn Jackson

Commodore Bill Records sets up a shot

Dads help with gingerbread houses

Santa’s helpers  L-R  Richie Amato, Coleman Terrell, Lucy Brock, Taylor Snyder

Kitchen crew L-R  Krissy Amato, Nan Taylor, Constanze Heitkoetter

Top quality 
home inspections 

for buyers and sellers

Bruce R. Uphaus, principal
www.crosscheck.51.com

bruce@crosscheck51.com

512-458-1942 office
512-461-8448 mobile

State License #23285
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New Year’s Eve Party
Over 100 people rocked in 2019 at the AYC New 
Year’s Eve Party and a great time was had by all!  

This year the free festivities featured two different 
bands, the R&B stylings of the Shoal Brothers and 
classic rock from Slow, Children at Play. There was 
an incredible spread of hors d’oeuvres, put together 
by resident foodie and perpetual volunteer Krissy 
Amato, with help from Bob Gross and his magical 
oven which texted when the meat was ready and 

kept it warm. Owen helped with prep behind the counter. Krissy also made 
custom table and bar runners for the party. Jeff and Marilyn Jackson added 
to the ambiance by decorating the clubhouse. Marilyn also was the house 
photographer and captured many memories. Members brought pot luck, 
providing enough food to feed the entire Club and all the guests. The Club 
kicked in for a couple of kegs, and the party was on! Members and guests got 
to visit, catch up and reminisce about the year gone by before the music began.

The music started around nine, and after a few warm up songs the dance 
floor started to fill, with Jeff and Marilyn leading the way. Between the two 
sets from the Shoal Brothers, Slow, Children at Play took over the stage and 
wowed the crowd with classics and a few originals, much to the delight of the 
many fans that they brought with them. 

As midnight approached, the dance floor got more and more crowded, and the 
excitement grew. Wade Bingaman and the band took the crowd up to the final 
moments with the song “In the Midnight Hour” and then led the countdown to 
2019. After an extended edition of “Auld Lang Syne” ringing in the New Year, 
the band belted out some more rock and roll as the party raved on. After a few 
more songs, it was time to wind down to make sure everybody got home safely 
and back the next morning for the Red Eye Regatta.

AYC New Year’s Eve Party 
by Dane Ohe

John Kuc L-R  Kristina Boswell, William Shull, Amy Gunkler, Heath Phillips

L-R  Krissy Amato, Bob Gross, Ray Shull

Anthony Yen family

L-R  Meiling Parker, John Parker, friend, Jim Casto, Renee Ruais, Amy Gunkler   
Photos by Marilyn Jackson
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L-R  Jeff Jackson, Andre de la Reza, Chris Thompson, Darnelle Henderson, Keith Denebeim

Krissy Amato and Jeff Wigzell

Margo Bower and Guy Abbey

L-R  Elizabeth Quintanilla, Kurt Carson, Kristin Spindler, Mark O’Brien

L-R  Ray Shull, Pat Manning, Renee Ruais, Kurt Carson, Chrisann Tortora, Pat Caughey, 
Elizabeth Quintanilla

L-R  Carol Frick, Mary Volpe, Kristin Spindler, SunHi Casey, Doug Casey

continued next page

New Year’s Eve Party
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New Year’s Eve Party

L-R  Marilyn Jackson, Jeff Jackson, Chris Thompson

The Shoal Brothers Band

Barry and Rona Thornton

Charlie and Commodore Annie Lancaster

James and Carolyn Wilsford

L-R  Victor Gotay, Christy Vickory, Dave Stegall, Laura Gotay
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Red Eye Regatta

The 43nd annual Red Eye Regatta was hosted by the 
new A-Fleet (formerly B-Fleet) on January 1st. It 
was refreshing and invigorating to say the least, with 
windy temps in the low 40’s, and wind at 10-12 
knots with gusts of 15 knots. I’m happy to report that 
there were no man-overboards or frost-bite cases, 
but I heard there were some close calls. 

We had a great turnout with 35 boats racing. The 
regatta began with amazing Bloody Marys thanks 

to Bob Gross (AKA The Bloody Mary Czar) and sponsorship from Bloody 
Revolution. Bob has set the bar high! Thanks to Cass Mayer for helping to 
keep up with the demand with Bob pre-race! We also enjoyed mimosas, 
coffee, breakfast tacos, and pastries to get the racers fueled up and back in 
the cockpit for 2019 racing!

2019 Keel Fleet Red Eye Red Eye Regatta
by Andrea Lesh

Bob Gross really knows how to make a Bloody Mary New Year’s!  Photo submitted by Brad Davis

The boats were divided into five classes. Congrats to all the winners!

• The Hap McCollum Cup for the fastest keelboat on corrected time was 
awarded to George Dahmen who also placed first in the PHRF B class 
aboard Styf Kop (Ensign!). 

• The Red “I” trophy went to Aaron McCulley as the fastest in the multihull 
class sailing Rum Line (F-28R)

• PHRF A class honors went to Scott Young aboard his J80, JazzTracks

• PHRF B class first place went to John Halter in Project Mayhem (J22)

• Keith Denebeim won first in PHRF C class with his Pearson 26, Slip Kid. 
He won it last year too. There must be something to the matching outfits, 
glasses and shoes!

• PHRF D class first place went to George Dahmen in his Ensign. Man were 
they cooking!

The race went smoothly thanks to help from PRO Kurt Carson, with assistance 
from Rachel Bailey, Stefanie Trahan, Bobby Crouch, Elizabeth Quintanilla, 
Barry Thornton, Chuck Boeking, and John Maddalozzo on the RC and chase 
boats. A big shout out to Ed Pierce and Larry Ratliff for working their scoring 
magic, especially given my registration data gathering snafu. The team did 
an amazing job running the event on the water with such a large number of 
boats. After the race, sailors were treated to hot buttered rum and a beautiful 
spread of snacks, thanks to the help from Pat Manning, Amy Gunkler, and 
everyone else that pitched in to clean, re-stock, etc. We had a huge turn-out 
post-race, and had lots of fun. I hope the scouts overlooked the recycling 
when they took over the clubhouse. I’ve never seen rum disappear faster. We 
may need to up the budget next year.

A big thank you to Cheryl Pervier and Marilyn Jackson for all the great 
pictures! Additional thanks to Coleman Terrell, Jim Casto, Ray Shull, and 
Jackie Wheeless for all their help and support as well. It really takes a 
village to make sure these events are fun and go well, so I greatly appreciate 
everyone who made this long-standing tradition a great success!

Regatta chairs Andrea Lesh and Rachel Bailey, Karen Bogisch and Larry Ratliff on the right

Norman Meyer at the New Year’s bar

continued next page



Red Eye Regatta

Chris Thompson is ready to start the Revolution! L-R   Keith Denebeim, Andre de la Reza and Bill Records during warm-up drill

L-R   Claude Welles, Brad Davis and Fred Ford

Iraj and Jesse sailed on a Pearson 26

Dave Wahlberg and Carolyn Wilsford
Race committee  L-R  Andrea Lesh, Bobby Crouch and Kurt Carson

continued next page
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Pat Caughey and crew on Catalina 27 Prime Plus

Chris Thompson and crew on Erikson 27 Three Hour Crewz

Amanda Casey and crew on J24 Momentous

Linda McDavitt and crew on J22 Bonfire

Keith Denebeim and crew on Pearson 26 Slip Kid

Rosanne Butera and crew on J22 Crash Course
continued next page

Dahmen brothers and crew on Ensign Styf Kop

Red Eye Regatta
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Red Eye Regatta

John Halter (right) PHRF B 1st place J22Scott Young (not shown) PHRF A 1st place J80 

Aaron McCulley (right) Red “I” Winner and Multihull 1st place F28-RGeorge Dahmen (second from right) McCollum Cup Winner and PHRF D 1st place Ensign

32

Keith Denebeim (center) PHRF C 1st place Pearson 26

Red Eye Regatta team L-R  Amy Gunkler, Andrea Lesh, Rachel Bailey

Chris Hammel PHRF B 2nd place J24John Bartlett PHRF A 2nd place J80

Jim Casto Multihull 2nd place Nacra 5.5 sloop

Bill Records PHRF C 2nd place Pearson 26



J24 Update
by John Parker

As of December 14, 2018, Stuart Juengst has 
stepped down from the J24 Fleet Captain duties 
after doing a great job leading the fleet for the 
past couple of years. Stu handed the baton back 
to me during the most recent J24 holiday party. I 
look forward to serving again as your fleet captain 
for the foreseeable future. Whenever you see Stu, 
make sure to thank him for doing such a great job 

and leaving the fleet in great condition for me to jump back in.

Wild Turkey Regatta

Three J24s competed in the Wild Turkey this year: Stephen Burke’s Out of 
Control, Chris Renner’s 69, and Amanda Casey’s Momentous. Stephen was 
the top finishing J/24 (9th), followed by Chris (10th), and Amanda (11th).

Holiday Party

As has been the tradition in recent years, the J24, J22, and Multihull fleets 
held a combined Holiday Party on December 14th. Steve Frick supplied his 
tasty BBQ brisket and a potluck spread was put together by everyone else. 
Dinner was followed by presentation of Fleet Awards and the election of new 
Fleet Captains. Next up was the hilarious “White Elephant” gift exchange, 
MC’d by Pat Caughey.

Fleet Awards

2018 Fleet Champion - Natalie Harden
This award was presented on the basis of participation (locally, regionally, 
and nationally). Natalie took the prize for having competed in 55 races in 
2018. Congratulations Natalie!

2018 Crew of the Year - Pat Caughey
Stu Juengst nominated Pat for his years of dedication to the sport, serving 
as foredeck on both Superman and Vang Go. Stu said he couldn’t have run 
a successful program without Pat backing him up, not only as foredeck, 
but also as traveling companion and lodging coordinator! Thanks Pat, and 
Congratulations!

Red Eye Regatta

On the cool, humid, mildly breezy New Year’s Day, the J24 fleet entered 
three boats for the Red Eye event. Participating as part of the PHRF B 

Fleet, Chris Hammel’s Sforzando 
finished in 2nd place for the B 
fleet, followed up by the Parkers’ 
Chupacabra, and then Amanda 
Casey’s Momentous. In the post-
race warm-up at the clubhouse 
fireplace, everyone was in good 
spirits and telling the tales of the 
successes and failures of the day. 
Given the excitement of Red Eye, 
we anticipate additional J24s out 
for the upcoming Frostbite Series.

2019 Social Events

The J24 fleet is in process of planning 
several social events during 2019. We are looking forward to a first social in 
March. Stay tuned for more information.

2019 Texas Circuit

We now have tentative dates for the J24 Circuit stops:

March 23-24, 2019 - Texas State Championship - Austin Yacht Club

April 27-28, 2019 - Annual Regatta - Fort Worth Boat Club

May 18-19, 2019 - Heritage Cup - Dallas Corinthian Yacht Club

June 15-16, 2019 - Surfin’ Safari - Corpus Christi Yacht Club

Sept. 21-22, 2019 - HOOD - Houston Yacht Club

Oct. 26-27, 2019 - J/FEST Southwest - Lakewood Yacht Club

Nov 9-10, 2019 - Wurstfest - Lake Canyon Yacht Club

Chris Hammel’s Sforzando motoring on the 
downwind leg.  Photos by Elizabeth Quintanilla

Amanda Casey’s Momentous on a beat.

Parkers’ Chupacabra during pre-race prep.

continued next page
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Upcoming National/International J24 Events

Some of our local J24 teams have identified interest in national and 
international events. Below are some of the options:

2/28/19 Midwinter Championship @ Davis Island Yacht Club

4/1/19 N.A. Championship @ Club Nautico Valle de Bravo Mexico 

8/24/19 J24 US National Championship @ Rochester Yacht Club

10/19/19 J24 World Championship @ Shake A Leg, Miami Florida 

In addition to these activities, some of our Texas clubs have won bids for 
upcoming national and international J24 Regattas:

5/24/19 2021 US Natl Championship @ Dallas Corinthian Yacht Club

7/17/19 J24 World Championship @ Corpus Christi Yacht Club

Outlook

I am excited as I look forward to 2019 being a 
year of great local racing and parties with the 
J24 fleet, as well as good times on the road with 
the Texas Circuit and out-of-region events.

Catalina 22 Update
by Steve Pervier

Wild Turkey

Congratulations to Brian and Margarito and their 
crew members Shane and Collin for a Wild Turkey 
first place on 12/1/2018. They also were first to 
finish, boat for boat! Cheryl and Steve were first off 
the line, ending up third to finish, and third overall.

We C22s (and a fast Holder 20, PHRF 186) were 
off to a big lead by starting on the pin end, on port. 

We were also helped when some of our B-Fleet sailed off on a longer course 
than posted. It was a rare December race day, with plenty of NW wind, 
(mostly left-) shifts and holes, mild temperature, and no rain.

Our AYC annual banquet was the next Saturday, and another week later we 
had a 50+ person combined Catalina fleets party on 12/15. Does anyone 
want to get together for a C22 2019 Kickoff party or meeting? Let me know 
your interest!

Catalina Fleets Holiday Party 2018

Forty years ago local Catalina 22 sailors chartered the 69th C22 fleet. They 
brought that fleet into Austin Yacht Club in 1983 after several fleet members 
joined AYC. After years of racing and cruising meetings, and expansion of 
the group to include other Catalina designs, C22 Fleet 69 (in AYC) became 
separate from All-Catalina Fleet 69 (CatFleet69.org), so that each group 
could focus on racing or cruising, respectively.

Catalina sailors may belong to two or three of these organizations – 
“Fleet69”, the AYC C22 Fleet, and AYC. So we were delighted to gather 50 
Catalina sailors with a variety of interests, plus special guests, for a combined 
Catalina Holiday Party on 12/15/2018.

As always we began by enjoying a 
potluck dinner, and ended with our gift 
game – the one where each player 
can take an already opened gift or 
unwrap a new one. In between we 
gave thank-you presents to those who 
hosted an on-water cruise or presented 

a meeting program, and to our outgoing CatFleet69 Commodore (AYC C22 
sailor James Denny in 2018).

Just before our game, the Stough Award 
(in memory of Herb and Irma) was 
presented to a member who shows the 
same love for sailing and who actively 
helps new members enjoy our sport. 
This year was special as several of the 
Stough family attended our party, thanks 
to past award recipient Joe Luther. Our 
2018 awardee is Steve Pervier.

As you can see from photos of this evening, we had a delightful time in the 
most fitting decor of the AYC clubhouse! We Catalina sailors look forward 
to many more meetings, cruises, and races in 2019. If you’re interested in 
attending a meeting or joining us on a cruise, or racing with the C22s, you’d 
be welcome as our guest. To join in you only need have “an interest” in a 
Catalina, then contact us!

continued next page

Photos by Cheryl Pervier
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AYC New Year’s Eve Party and More

Next was AYC’s New Year’s Eve party on 12/31, and an equally fun Red Eye 
Regatta on 1/1.  Was it an 80 degree perfect C22 day? More likely it was 
sunny and cool, with strong northerly winds – just fine for winter racing!

US Sailing Race Officer Training happens January 5, but our best race training 
for fleet members is on January 12. This is the AYC Race Committee Seminar, 
to be run by our Permanent Race Committee. See: www.austinyachtclub.net/
event/race-committee-seminar and plan to attend if you can!

The AYC Frostbite Series runs 1/19, 1/26, 2/2, 2/9, and 2/16. In past years 
it was sunny, mild or even warm, and with light wind. Rarely we have seen 
snowflakes falling. But most of these days are fine for racing. See you there... 
and Happy New Year, 2019 !

Ensign Fleet Update
by Fred Ford

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  The Fleet is off to a good start 
this year. FUR’s have been filed for the Sail 4 Kids’ 
picnic/sailing day at AYC and the annual Chaparral de 
Mar Regatta honoring our sailors over the age of 70. 
Actually, someone at the age of 70 would be a young 
Whippersnapper…most of the racers are 75-90 years 
old. A group of us will be attending the January 5 
Racing Seminar…just to tune things up a bit.  

James Bland was 
elected Fleet Captain 
and Anne Morley will 
serve as the Fleet 
Secretary/Treasurer for 
2019. A new office 
was created to serve 
the Fleet; the office 
of Social Chairman. 
Fred Ford is the 

Ensign Social Chairman for 2019. Lewis Price will continue as Ensign Class 
Association Region IV Commander. In that capacity he will assist in selecting 
the venue for the Region IV Championship Regatta.

We all had a great time at the Annual Banquet.  A 
special surprise highlight for us, was the awarding 
of the Woman Corinthian Sailor for 2018 to Anne 
Morley. Anne was Fleet Captain 2017 and 2018 
and currently serves as Fleet Secretary/Treasurer 
for 2019. In addition to her Ensign activities, 
Anne serves on the AYC Finance Committee and 
serves her community as an active member of her 
church. Congratulations Anne.

Fred Ford and James Bland will be serving on 
the AYC Membership Committee for 2019. Fred Ford is the New Member 
Mentor Chair. Through that office he pairs new members with active members 
who assist the new member in learning about AYC as they complete their 
probation. The Ensigns are proud to have Anne and Dave Morley, Tom Groll, 
Lewis Price, James Bland and Fred Ford serving in the Mentor program.  
We have Mentors in every AYC Fleet and we are actively seeking additional 
Mentors. It is a wonderful way to share the AYC experience. If you are 
interested please contact Fred Ford (ffordf@gmail.com).

Hazel Sanchez will join James Bland on the Permanent Race Committee as an 
Ensign Fleet representative.

Morgan Ward, new member, will be sailing with Tom Groll on Brews’R.  
Welcome aboard Morgan.

Yes, we do race. There were five Ensigns on the line for the December 1 
Wild Turkey Regatta. Tom Groll’s Brews’R sailed a tight race with George and 
Frans Dahmen’s Styf Kop. Brews’ R took the honors and Styf Kop a very tight 
second. Dave Gamble on One with the Wind sailed hard against Lewis Price’s 
Dos Locos, but Lewis took 3rd, Dave 4th and James Bland joined the mix 
with Spirit as the 5th finisher. It was good racing and the Fleet gathered on 
Tom’s boat after the race to celebrate the fun.  

The 2019 Red Eye Regatta brought two Ensigns to the line. The Dahmen 
brothers, Frans and George with Anne Kitzmiller sailed Styf Kop, and 
James Bland sailed Spirit with AYC guest Bill Rackley. Styf Kop took the 
lead and showed the way home on a cold, blustery day. Congratulations 
to George Dahmen and crew for winning the Hap McCollum Cup for the 
fastest keelboat on corrected time, and placing first in the D Fleet. Great 
start for the 2019 racing season!

The Ensigns have a “Meat Ball” pennant that now flies from the stern of 
Tom Groll’s Brews’R. The Meatball is a Navy tradition and is awarded to 
a ship for significant performance. In the Ensign Fleet, we award it to a 
boat/crew/skipper as recognition for going above the norm in a unique or 
special manner. The Meatball travels from boat to boat during the season.  
Congratulations to the crew and Skipper of Brews’R.

“The pessimist complains about the wind; the optimist expects it to change; 
the realist adjusts the sails.”

- William Arthur Ward
Fleet Captain James Bland & Region IV Commander Lewis Price

Fleet Secretary and Corinthian 
Woman Sailor, Anne Morley
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Greetings from the Multihull fleet. We had lots of 
racing participation in the Multihull fleet this past 
year. There were 13 boats at Turnback and an 
average of seven for the series races. The fleet grew 
slightly with Aaron McCully’s purchase of a Corsair 
28R from Kema, TX. We are sorry to see Felipe Payet 
leave us for the J80 fleet, but he was kind enough to 
sell his Sprint 750 to Bill Coon, keeping the boat on 
the AYC grounds. Congratulations Bill!  

We are excited to announce that Mike Beuerlein has stepped up to be 
the 2019 Multihull fleet captain. Mike’s extensive experience with both 
catamaran and trimaran sailing, along with his strong leadership, will be a 
boon to the fleet. Congratulations and thank you Mike! Check out his article, 
to the right, about Multihull participation in the Red Eye Regatta.

In non-racing news, a number of the trimaran sailors were able to take a trip 
to the Bahamas over Thanksgiving. Bo Kersey, Doug Casey and I (with John 
Howard’s help) hauled our boats to Fort Lauderdale, FL to sail to Freeport, 
Bahamas. With an easterly wind and heavy seas, we decided to leave my 24’ 
boat behind and sailed the two 31’s across the Gulf Stream to the Bahamas.  
With wind on the nose, the sail took 23 hours to cross the 80 mile distance.  
We effectively ended up sailing around 150 miles. 

Once there, the weather was pristine. Days were spent fishing, snorkeling and 
lounging on the beach. Fishing you say? 
How? Well, we have these fairly fast 
sailboats, and well, wahoo is in season 
and maybe trolling at ten or twelve knots 
might work. Within 20 minutes, we 
hooked our first fish. Given a crowded 
sailboat and big fish with sharp teeth, 
we thought this might be a risky venture. 
However, the spacious nets on the Corsair 

31 gave us plenty of working room to land the fish and made for easy clean-
up. We caught seven fish in the five to ten pound range the first day, providing 
more than enough fish to feed the entire crew. 

The sail back to Florida was fabulous. Winds were a bit light at times, but the 
seas had gentle swells and we sailed into a gorgeous sunset. This trip was on 
my bucket list for some time. Thank you skippers and crew for working so well 
together to make this a wonderful adventure!

Ray Shull’s article “Bahamas or Bust!” (page 36) provides all the details and 
includes some great photos of the trip.

Multihull Fleet Update
by Russ Shermer (2018 Fleet Captain)

The annual Red Eye is one of my favorite regattas 
and such a wonderful way to start 2019, seeing 
all the bleary-eyed familiar faces on New Year’s 
Day. The bleariness was mostly attributed to the 
irresistibility of the traditional AYC clubhouse Bloody 
Mary bar, taken to new heights this year by pepper-
infused vodka, a wide choice of Bloody Mary mixes 
and a veritable smorgasbord of garnishes including 
freshly peeled boiled shrimp! Although I was tempted 

to linger by the cozy fireplace long after registration, Brigitte had already 
fetched several of the hot breakfast tacos and she used them to lure me out 
into the cold and down to Aaron’s new-to-him F-28R “Rumline”. 

Here’s a photo as proof:

Newly-elected AustinCats commodore, Chris Reuwsaat joined us on the boat this 
year, bringing much needed good looks, youth, strength and stamina. Although 
Chris’ mom, Terri, is a legend in Texas Multihull sailing for the last 30 years, 
Chris has only recently returned to the area from NYC and started sailing with 
us. He’s already notched a first to finish leg on the GT300 and is demonstrating 
remarkable leadership for someone so young. For my part, I always appreciate 
having new faces on the boat because it provides me a plausible scapegoat 
when I forget to rig something or screw up a spinnaker set.

Several of the usual Multihull suspects were unable to answer the bell 
Tuesday morning. Robbin Kersey is still recovering from back surgery so Bo 
took the opportunity to haul Abandoned Assets (aka Reef Rammer) in for 
Fred Schroth to touch up the daggerboard. Doug Casey also had Tribology in 
the shop and, with his boat not on the water, there was a vast multitude of 
crew suddenly available for other boats. Without Bo on the water to hector 
non-starting boats away from the start line, the line was crowded at the gun 
with John Kuc, Jim Casto, Dale Crouse, Rumline and several apparently still-
inebriated monohulls wishing they were with the multihulls. Monohull sailors 
tend not to realize that, while it is relatively easy to make Multihulls go fast, 
it is very difficult to make them go slow. While I pride myself on my ability to 
make a Multihull go slow under almost all conditions, I can tell you from long 
experience that most catamarans or trimarans don’t park and wait for their 

Multihull Fleet Update – Red Eye Regatta
by Mike Beuerlein (2019 Fleet Captain)

Photo by Cheryl Pervier

continued next page
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start, they reach back and forth behind the line gauging the right distance 
and angle to swoop into the line so as to hit the line at maximum speed right 
at the gun. On this occasion, that we did not do. Starting in fourth, we had to 
work our way past each in turn.

Northerly winds are typically flukey, especially near Starnes Island, so when 
Jim Casto tried to pass it to starboard, we made up enough distance to pass 
the last of our competitors and set our spinnaker. On Rumline, we set the 
spinnaker and got the jib down as soon as possible thereafter. This is usually 
not a problem when setting the kite in the main basin but, up in Sandy Creek, 
we ran out of lake before we were able to get the jib down and had to gybe 
with the spinnaker sheets fouled, resulting in a nasty hourglass. It took us 
quite a while to shake that out and by then Casto and Kuc had closed up our 
lead. The widely different wind bands coming down the lake made for some 
very dramatic lead changes and white-knuckled surges but we managed to 
regain the front of the pack before we made the next turn.

The next windward leg, while we reached back and forth impressively, we 
saw both JK and Casto doing their usual masterful jobs of making their 
boats go faster and higher than we were able to so our lead was not much 
increased by the time we rounded D mark again. When I went to re-attach 
the spinnaker halyard to the head of the spinnaker, I inexplicably messed 
it all up. As Chris raised the kite, the lazy sheet was completely fouled. I 
hurriedly disconnected the lazy sheet clew and, once the spinnaker was up, 
ran forward to get the jib down. Not being appreciably faster than Chris, 
it should come as no surprise we ran out of lake again and had to gybe. 
However, although the spinnaker was fully up, there was no starboard 
spinnaker sheet! We dropped the kite half-way midway through the gybe 
and Chris (did I mention youthful strength?) managed to keep the spinnaker 
on board and gathered while I re-attached the clew, all the while Aaron was 
vigorously mentoring us from the back of the boat. Although we miraculously 
avoided shrimping and/or tearing our spinnaker, we now had the mother 
of all hourglasses and were behind Starnes Island. Aaron eventually grew 
disgusted enough with our antics to hand the tiller to Brigitte and storm to 
the front of the boat to clear the knotted spinnaker himself. When we finally 
got the spinnaker set, we were once again in third. 

New Year’s Day is known for fresh starts after dreadfully calamitous premature 
celebrations so we resolved to turn over a new leaf and the fresh northern 
breeze elicited a brightening of Aaron’s mood even before we made the next 
turn. We were still narrowly trailing JK but his out of date course card enabled 
us to get the jump on him. Aaron, understandably, refused to believe we’d 
actually done something right until he saw Casto also sail our proper course. 
Had hypothermia not induced Casto to sail into a bit of a hole on the way to the 
finish, we’d never have been able to eke out a very narrow victory.

Red-Eye Regatta is always one of my favorites for the typically fresh breeze, 
bitterly cold water but warm camaraderie among the hard-core racers. This 
year’s race will be remembered as one of the more entertaining; however, 
the annual Bloody Marys ensure my memory is often a little hazy...

C Fleet B Fleet! Update
by André de la Reza

Happy New Year to All!  I guess the biggest news 
from 2018 is that – by the wave of the magic 
wand – C Fleet has now been re-christened B Fleet! 
I thought I heard rumors of raucous champagne 
parties, but really it is due to the J80’s going One 
Design and the old A and B fleet getting combined.  
From what I can see, our fleet is pretty much the 
same split of 193 and above. But hey! B fleet boats 
are worth at least $3k more right? It is all the same 

to me, as long as we get to go race and enjoy our lake and the good winds 
while we got them.

Wild Turkey Regatta

Speaking of, we had one great Wild Turkey! RC got sneaky and split the 
Pearsons to their own fleet, but our fleet in total had 15 boats in the Regatta.
All boats that crossed the finish line were within half an hour uncorrected 
from each other! With winds gusting well into the mid and upper 20s it was a 
great day of racing!

The Pearsons’ start had 7 boats on the line, while most the fleet jockeyed for 
position on the RC boat, Keith Denebeim’s Slip Kid and Andre de la Reza’s 
Los Monos traded hooks and battled for the pin end and got out to an early 
start. Bill Record’s Cafe Au Lait closed the gap and passed Los Monos on 
the second upwind leg, but the Dreaded Pirate Monkey flew the kite again 
hitting a boat record of 8 Knts to take back second. Slip Kid sailed a picture 
pefect race and frustratingly never made a mistake to lose his lead. The 
rest of the P26s were battling the winds and each other – David Weeks 
(rocked the spin and finished 15:05:49/corrected to 1:14:26), John Durfor 
(finish 15:06:17/corrected to 1:13:59) and James Parsons (returning 
on Moonicorn finished 15:06:17/corrected to 1:14:25), an amazing 27 
seconds between them!!!

The rest of C Fleet B Fleet (I promise to have that sorted by next Telltale), 
seemed to have fun in the winds as well. I was a bit busy, so I asked Chris 
Thompson to share some tales:

Chris: Wild Turkey PHRF B division comprised 10 boats (of 11 registered) 
from a 186 to 270 handicap rating, so the racers were scattered about the 
course due to this and other reasons. The uncommon wind direction resulted 
in a cock-eyed starting line that was heavily favored for a port start. Many of 
us wished we had done so. The gusty W-NW wind provided for more reaching 
than normal and most of those in the fleet opted for less sail and kept their 
spinnakers bagged. The course ladder indicated D-4, and apparently about 
half the fleet (4 of 10) interpreted this as sailing D-4-finish; the correct D-4 
course from the 2018 course card was D-6-D-6-f. 

Grant Wolfe (all the way from College Station) sailed his Holder 20 (PHRF 
186) through the line first; Brian Grothues’ Catalina 22 (270) was next and 
corrected into first place. Trey AmRhein’s C27 (205) crossed next but was 
relegated to fifth after Steve and Cheryl Pervier in another C22 crossed 
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next but was relegated to fifth after Steve and Cheryl Pervier in another 
C22 crossed the line and corrected into third. We came across right behind 
Steve to correct into fourth by 5 seconds. The stray half of the fleet arrived 
from their misadventure to D mark about 15-20 minutes later so no protests 
were necessary. It was a very fun race in somewhat challenging conditions, 
so there were a lot of happy sailors in the clubhouse afterwards. Fun Fact: 
based on the corrected times, the first 4 boats in this division beat the entire 

Pearson 26 OD division.

Also of note, Entheos’ Jim Pearce was 
this year’s winner of the Jimmy B. Card 
award (I wonder if it had to do with his 
first name?). Congrat’s Jim, well earned!

Red Eye Regatta

Our little fleet started off 2019 with 
a chilly but great Red Eye Regatta. 

We got placed in the start with PHRF198-250, having 10 boats on the line.  
The northwinds had us starting towards D, and the fleet got treated to watch 
Keith Denebeim’s SlipKid (being driven by Coleman) got pushed over the line 
early by some strong tactical work by Steve Pervier’s Rendezvous (Catalina 

30). That left the a solid even line off the start with Bill Records, Andre de 
la Reza, Mac Warner and Jim Pearce (in leeward to windward order). The 
windward mark was rounded by SlipKid (masterfully overcoming the over-
early to gain the weather gauge on the fleet), Los Monos and Cafe Au Lait. 
It was a beautiful long down wind run to Mark 4, where Los Monos lost 2nd 
due to a difficult douse and Bill slipped ahead to solidify a 2nd place finish. 
The devious thinking award goes to Mac (Warley) and Ed Pierce (Broken 
Arrow – making the bold choice on a reefed main and his #1 jib), who 
decided to play the numbers and not fly spinnakers and corrected up to 3rd 
and 4th respectfully. Lest our readers feel the excitement is only in the front, 
the rest of fleet were battling mightily as well – Pat Caughey (Cat 27 Prime 
Plus), Chris Thompson (Ericson 27 Three Hour Crewz), Steve Pervier (Cat 30 
Rendezvous) and Jesse Smith (P26 Etrusco) had tight finish with the last 3 
being within a minute corrected! It was a great start to 2019 and the Hot 
Buttered Rum was the perfect accompaniment to the camaraderie afterwards 
in the clubhouse!

That is a wrap for this Telltale, happy 2019 and fair winds.

Entheos crew, Red Eye  Photo by Bill Records

Roadrunner Fleet Update
by Mary Carew

The Roadrunners finished the year in style! Tony 
Slowik, Lucas Tenrreiro and Nicholas Carew 
competed in the USODA Midwinters 2018 in New 
Orleans over Thanksgiving Day. With approximately 
240 sailors, it was quite an experience! Our sailors 
would have appreciated more wind but all three 
sailed well. 

A number of AYC sailors also travelled to Miami for 
Orange Bowl in December. Day 1 brought some nice 

wind but it didn’t last over the next three days. Nicholas Carew and James 
Brock sailed optis against about 230 boats. Lucy Brock, Julius Heitkoetter, 

2018 Red Eye   Andre and Ken on Los Monos, with Bill Records Cafe Au Lait in the background.

Opti sailing in Miami   Photo courtesy of Marie Mather, Lakewood Yacht Club

Nicholas Carew, rigged and almost ready! Miami Orange Bowl Regatta  
Photo courtesy of Mary Carew

continued next page
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Lucy and Julius in Miami   Photo courtesy of Constanze Heitkoetter

Taylor Snyder and Fiona Froelich sailed c420s. Ethan Froelich sailed I420s, 
finishing third overall. This propelled Ethan and his skipper Oliver Hurwitz to 
the top of the national rankings. What an amazing achievement! Ethan and 
Oliver have also been selected to the Olympic Development pipeline and 
attended training in Miami in November.

At home, Constanze Heitkoetter organized a really enjoyable Holiday party in 
December. The highlight was of course the arrival of Santa Claus by boat. It 
is so nice to see how happy this makes our kids. In the spirit of giving back 
to the community, there was also a collection of blankets, sleeping bags, and 
warm winter gear for the “Keep Austin Warm” initiative and our members 
were really generous! 

The annual banquet saw a number of Roadrunners and parents receive 
perpetual trophies. Lucy Brock received the Jessie McIllroy Smith Bowl for 
outstanding contributions and achievements in yachting beyond the Club 
level. James Brock won the Harden Memorial Trophy for the most improved 
male junior sailor and Paige Fowler won the Liz Bauman Memorial Trophy for 
the most improved female junior sailor. Stefan and Stefanie Froelich were 
also well-deserving winners of the Bill Records Memorial Trophy for the work 
they have done for the Roadrunner Fleet. Well done to all the winners! 

Last but certainly not least, Santa came early to the Roadrunner fleet in 
December with an amazingly generous donation of an opti to the fleet by one 
of our newer AYC members, Bob Gross. This opti can be used by a green fleet 
sailor that would like to travel to regattas outside of AYC (on a first come, 
first served basis). The first TSA regatta of 2019 happens in Lakewood Yacht 
Club, in the Houston area on February 9-10. If you know a green fleeter 
who would love to sail or if you are curious about the process, please let me 
know. I am happy to answer any questions you have. Happy New Year!  Ava Hurwitz and Wendi Froelich   Photo by Nan Taylor

Fiona Froelich and Pilar Cundey Orange Bowl C420  Photo by Mattias Capizzano 

Florida Orange Bowl Regatta
by Fiona Froelich

My week at the International Florida Orange Bowl, 
the largest youth regatta in the nation, was a 
wonderful experience. We drove 20 hours in my RV 
with all seven of us in my family! It was our first time 
traveling for Christmas, but it was worth it! Despite 
the long drive, I had fun with a four day private 
practice with an Argentinian coach named Pili. Then 
we had a two day break for Christmas. After the two 
day break, I had another practice day with Wendi 

and Ava as one boat while Katie and I were on a second RS Feva. It is a two 
person youth race boat with an asymmetrical spinnaker that will lend itself 
well to either the 29er or 420. When we were on the water I saw a manta 
ray! It was an amazing sight to see! We sailed for nine days total and it paid 
off because Wendi and Ava earned first and Katie and I placed second! Also, 
we bought a raffle ticket to win a C420 or a RS Feva. We didn’t win outright, 
but the owner of the RS Feva didn’t want it so the next day our parents 
surprised us with a brand new RS Feva! We were so happy for the trip and we 
celebrated Ethan’s birthday on New Year’s Eve while driving back to Austin, 
TX in the cold! I had a fun adventure and I got to see about 30 other Texas 
friends and some of my international friends. It was a great end to 2018 and 
an exciting start to the New Year!

There were over 30 Texans, and eight from Austin YC:

Andrew Butler, Laser Radial, 63rd
Taylor Snyder, Laser Radial, 95th
Ethan Froelich, I-420, 11th
Ben Froelich, I-420, 28th
Lucas Tenrerrio, Optimist, 30th
Wendi Froelich, RS Feva, 1st
Fiona & Catherine Froelich, RS Feva, 2nd
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Bahamas or Bust!
by Ray Shull

I think it was during a post-Frostbite sailing party 
earlier this year that Doug Casey talked to me about 
taking his boat on an ocean adventure. He wanted 
to haul his boat to somewhere beyond Texas and 
sail it to where there was warm water, palm covered 
islands, tropical breezes and bars with a variety of 
rum drinks.

After a lengthy discussion, we agreed the best 
alternative was to sail to somewhere in the Bahamas 

later in the year. A few weeks later, we again discussed this plan and decided 
that a “cruise” to Grand Bahama Island over the Thanksgiving holiday was 
just what the doctor ordered. Doug began discussing this plan with other 
trimaran owners and the interest spread. Within a few months approximately 
20 people and three boats committed to joining in on the fun. We had three 
organizing parties over the summer to finalize the details, discuss the plans 
for the trip, and practice our rum drink preparation and consumption.

The group planning to join in the adventure included Doug, Sun Hi and 
Amanda Casey, Bo and Robin Kersey, Russ and Jill Shermer, James and 
Carolyn Wilsford, John and Caroline Howard, Steve and Carol Frick, Joe 
Lynch and Gillian Corcoran, Mark O’Brien, Anne Riggs, Hazel Sanchez, Greg 
Scully, Ed Pierce, and me.  Mark’s friend Kristin also joined us there with 
her family. People in this group were traveling by sailboat, by airplane, and/
or by ferry from the Fort Lauderdale area to Freeport in the Grand Bahamas.  
Caroline Howard had located a seven-room, four-bath rental house, with 
dockage space for three boats, that was to be our home during our vacation.  
As the departure time arrived, the three boats from AYC packed everything 
they would need and embarked on the road journey to south Florida. Others 
journeyed to the departure area by various means. Members of our group 
arrived in south Florida over the course of a couple of days and prepared for 
their departure across the Gulf Stream to Freeport.

The sailors were planning to leave on the Saturday before Thanksgiving, but 
unfavorable winds delayed that until Sunday morning. The sailing group lost 
a couple of crewmembers to unplanned events just before departure, so the 
decision was also made to only sail the two F 31s across the Gulf Stream.  
The members of our group taking the ferry on Saturday relayed stories after 
their arrival in Freeport of steep waves and widespread seasickness on the 
300 foot ferry boat. This news affirmed that the decision of the sailors to 
delay a day until the weather improved was wise.  

The two F 31s launched in Hollywood, Florida on Saturday at an area called 
North Lake and began readying for the ocean sailing. After a couple of trips 
to the nearby West Marine, trips to the grocery store, and careful packing 
(meaning throw everything that you could possibly need in the boat), the 
boats were deemed ready for the ocean sailing the next day.

We left the safety of the harbor at approximately 8:00 am and made our way 
past two draw bridges, the container ship unloading area, the cruise ship 
docks, and then out the Port Everglades passageway into the Atlantic. As we 
passed the cruise ship docks we waved to numerous people who had just 
boarded their 1000-foot ships for their one-week cruise aboard a floating 
hotel. We noted the difference in size with our little 31 foot boats and these 

mega-sized ships. We all remarked that we preferred our plan for the next 
eight days to their heated pools, casinos, restaurant buffets, dance bars, 
climbing walls, and air conditioned cabins. After all, what would be the fun 
in that much comfort and relaxation. They wouldn’t enjoy any part of what 
sailing on an ocean is really like, especially up close and personal like we 
were doing.

Even though the winds had calmed down quite a bit from the previous 
day, unfortunately they had also shifted to the northeast. This was exactly 
the direction we needed to go to sail to Freeport. The sail for the first six 
hours was fairly rough with steep seas of about 4-5 feet and winds in the 
lower teens. We set our course as best we could to take advantage of the 
northward Gulf Stream current and arrived just outside the entrance to our 
channel around five the next morning. Both boats anchored until daylight 
so we could see our approach, and we then made our way into our arrival 
harbor at Port Lucaya. Upon arriving at our vacation house we were surprised 
by a greeting party of all our friends who were already there, singing a 
rousing chorus of the theme from Gilligan’s Island as we docked. It was great 
to arrive and see all our friends and family helping us dock early the morning 
after the long sail in the ocean.

After a little coffee and breakfast, we made our way by boat over to 
customs and immigration where we checked in and were welcomed to the 
Bahamas. We then sailed the boats back the short distance to our house and 
unpacked them and enjoyed being on dry land for a bit. Some of us relaxed 
in the hammocks, some of us explored the nearby community, some of us 
cleaned up the boats, and some of us took a long needed nap after the 
long overnight sail. That night we walked down to the beach where a local 
restaurant had agreed to open just for us for an evening dinner. Choosing 
between fresh snapper or fresh monk fish was the hardest part of that 
evening, and it was great to have our own private restaurant.

The next day Doug decided that it was time to try fishing in the Bahamas from 
a sailboat. We obtained some ballyhoo bait, readied the fishing equipment, 
and headed out to try our luck. We converted the F 31 from a high 
performance sailing trimaran into a comfortable, relaxed fishing platform 
primarily by adding two rod holders off the stern, making sure we had plenty 
of refreshments, and making sure everyone was having a great time dragging 
lines through the water. To our surprise within 30 minutes we had caught 
our first fish, a ten-pound or so catch that we first thought was a Wahoo. It 
turned out that we instead were catching Barracuda, but we didn’t care. 

The group at our private restaurant    Photo by Joe Lynch

continued next page
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They were great fighters and all in the 8-12 pound range. We caught eight 
that day and finally quit when the ice chest would no longer hold even one 
more small one. We bought them back to the dock and after filleting them, 
enjoyed a great fresh fish meal that evening. We continued our sailboat 
fishing success for the next two days, catching enough to feed everyone with 
fresh fish. We had grilled fish, barbeque fish, pan-fried fish, fish ceviche, 
sautéed fish, and fish tacos.  

The highlight of the fishing expeditions was on the second day when I was 
lucky enough to hook and reel in a Marlin that was approximately six and one 
half feet long and was estimated to weigh 80 pounds. 

He attacked the lure with a huge jump out of the water and jumped out of 
the water five more times in attempts to free himself. After what seemed to 
be a half hour of reeling him in closer to the boat, only to watch him take my 
hard earned line numerous times back out with a hard run with the reel drag 
singing, we tired him out and brought him in to the boat for all to see. After 
his photo op was over he was released back to the sea to grow bigger. An 
amazing fish to be caught from a sailboat with a great group of people having 
an awesome time.

When it neared the time we needed to think about returning, again the 
weather was unfavorable on the Saturday that we had planned to return. We 
waited an extra day and departed early on Sunday. The trip back was much 
easier and shorter with winds out of the west and northwest which allowed 
us to sail a much more direct course. Where it took us 22 hours to sail over, 
we made the return trip in about 18 hours. As we approached the Florida 
coast on Sunday evening, we passed seven cruise ships heading out again for 
their one-week cruises. We again remarked about how different our ocean 
passage was from theirs and how we all preferred our ocean adventure to 
their safe, convenient boating with a few thousand of their closest friends.

We made our way back to the North Lake area under the two draw bridges 
and past all of the commercial operations on the ICW. We arrived at around 
2:00 a.m. and stepped on to dry land again. We collected the trucks, found 
an all night diner for a very early breakfast, and then pulled the boats out 
and prepared them for the drive back to Texas. Everyone made it back home 
within a few days either by boat, by airplane, by ferry, and/or by driving.  
Everyone said they had a great time and plans were being discussed for the 
next adventure with this group. It will be hard to top this one.

Fishermen chillin’ on the boat   Photo by Russ Shermer

The Marlin just before release   Photo by Joe Lynch

Sunset in the Bahamas on our dock   Photo by Ray Shull



42

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Commodore Annie Lancaster
Immediate Past Commodore Bill Records
Vice Commodore Dane Ohe
Secretary Karen Bogisch
Treasurer David Morley
Race Commander Jim Casto
Buildings & Grounds Commander Diane Covert
Harbor Commander John Kuc
Sail Training Commander Keith Denebeim

AYC STAFF
General Manager Jackie Wheeless
Head Caretaker Tom Cunningham 
Sailing Director Coleman Terrell

AUSTIN YACHT CLUB
5906 Beacon Drive

Austin, Texas 78734-1428

Office: 512-266-1336
Office FAX: 512-266-9804
Clubhouse: 512-266-1897

E-MAIL AND WEBSITE
www.austinyachtclub.net

office@austinyachtclub.net

NEWSLETTER
Susie McDonald, Editor
ghowiellc@gmail.com

AYC BUSINESS HOURS
Wednesday - Sunday 9:00A - 5:00P
CLOSED MONDAY AND TUESDAY

Closed Club Holidays:
New Year's Day January 1
Easter Sunday April 5
Independence Day July 4
Thanksgiving Day November 26
Shopping Day November 27
Christmas Day December 25

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
E-MAIL ADDRESSES

buildings_grounds@austinyachtclub.net

race_commander@austinyachtclub.net

vice_commodore@austinyachtclub.net

membership@austinyachtclub.net

sail_training@austinyachtclub.net

commodore@austinyachtclub.net

secretary@austinyachtclub.net

treasurer@austinyachtclub.net

harbor_commander@austinyachtclub.net

AYC 2019 RACE CALENDAR

AYC 2019 NON-RACING EVENTS

Jan 19 Frostbite Series #1   1:30 start    RC: Multihull  
Jan 26 Frostbite Series #2   1:30 start    RC: Ensign
Feb 2 Frostbite Series #3   1:30 start    RC: C22/SC21
Feb 9 Frostbite Series #4   1:30 start RC: J24
Feb 16 Frostbite Series EOS   1:30 start    RC: J22
Mar 3 Spring Series #1 1:30 start

Jan 12 Race Committee Seminar  9:00a-4:00p
Jan 12 Sea Scout Ship 681 Quartermaster Bridge of Honor Ceremony 4:30-9:00p
Jan 18 J80 New Fleet Potluck Dinner  6:00-11:00p
Jan 20 Free Sail Sunday  1:00-4:00p
Jan 24 Board of Directors Meeting 
Feb 9-10, 16-17 US Sailing Level 1 Course  8:00a-6:00p
Mar 3 Opening Day Ceremony and Banquet  10:00a-Noon 

2018 was a good year for Ray Shull! Here he is accepting the award for Keel 
Handicap Champion. Photo by Cheryl Pervier



2018 Perpetual Awards

Paige Fowler
Liz Bauman Memorial Trophy
This award honors the young woman who, though not necessarily the 
most accomplished, demonstrates Corinthian traits of cooperation, 
discipline, willingness to learn and good sportsmanship that are the 
goals of the junior sailing program.

James Block
Ron W. Harden Memorial Trophy
This award honors the young man who, though not necessarily the 
most accomplished, demonstrates Corinthian traits of cooperation, 
discipline, willingness to learn and good sportsmanship that are the 
goals of the junior sailing program.

Bob Goldsmith
Ol’ Salt of the Austin Yacht Club
This award honors the Club senior sailor who has exhibited 
enthusiasm, sportsmanship and a competitive zeal over a period of 
time, and has a quality of life that can be admired by all.

Stefan and Stefanie Froelich
Bill Records Roadrunner Fleet Trophy
This award honors the Club member who has gone beyond 
expectations to serve and volunteer on behalf of the Roadrunner 
Fleet. The recipient is an individual who consistently, and over a long 
period of time, acts as a pivotal leader and contributor, furthering 
the advancement of the program.



Austin Yacht Club
5906 Beacon Road
Austin, TX 78734-1428

FROSTBITE SERIES RACES
Dates and RC Duty, 1:30 Start

Date Race  RC Duty
Jan 19, 2019 #1   Multihull
Jan 26, 2019 #2   Ensign
Feb 02, 2019 #3   C22/SC21
Feb 09, 2019 #4   J24
Feb 16, 2019 #5 EOS  J22

Also – Race Committee Training on January 12, 2019. 
Each fleet requested to send 4-5 people.  


