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From The Commodore By Paul Ballett

What a fantastic
regatta! This is
the kind of com-
ment I have re-

ceived over and
over again about the
Leukemia Cup Re-

gatta. Claudia Bartlett and Mike
Kilpatrick put together one of the best
regattas we have had at The Austin
Yacht Club in many years. The racing
was great, the party was great, every-
thing was fantastic! I want to thank
Claudia and Mike for all the work and
enthusiasm they put into making this
regatta a success. I do not want to
make this article simply a list of names
so I will simply thank everyone who
worked on this regatta - your efforts
made the regatta something AYC
should be very proud of.

From the first planning stages of the
Leukemia Cup many of us had wanted
to change the regatta format at AYC,
we felt we had drifted towards having
too many events of little consequence,
the most often held comment was
"why should I pay for just another
race". I believe we now have a great
platform for success in future regattas.
This year we held two open regattas,
Turnback and Leukemia Cup along
with a Centerboard regatta. The Road-
runner is really a junior TSA event
where we purely act as a host. We

also changed the spring format to a
Iong distance race run in the style of a
series race with no entry fee and mini-
mal overhead.

I believe we should work hard to build
the scale of both Turnback and The
Leukemia Cup to make them marquee
events in the calendar. lt takes just a
little more effort to put on a successful
event, I believe our members deserve
it and it provides a great outreach to
the community at large.

Another area where great strides have
been made this year is our sail training
programs, both adult and junior. To
continue this growth the Board has
agreed to purchase new training boats
to replace our aging fleet of Sunfish
and bring our program up to date. The
junior sailing camps where a huge
success in 2006 and our 2007 Plan
takes us to a full summer program.
This full summer program makes
some major impacts for us, not onlY
does it greatly increase the number of
families we touch but it helps us recruit
better instructors who are seeking a
full summer position.

We are now entering the period of our
year that best resembles an off-
season, Fall Series is complete, Wild
Turkey is here as is the Annual Mem-
bership Meeting and the Annual Ban-

(Continued on Page 7)
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As the year winds down I just
wanted to remind everyone that
several important club business
items are still on our 2006 calendar.

One is the November Board meet-
ing, which is on Thursday, Novem-
ber 16, due to the Thanksgiving- 
holiday. At this meeting several im-

portant items will be discussed and voted on, includ-
ing the base 2007 Racing, Training and Social calen-
dar. lt is being updated on a regular basis and
posted on the web site. Look for a quick link to it in
the News section of the website (as well as part of
the regularly posted spot for the Board Meeting
Agenda). There are several changes being proposed
such as splitting Opening Day into an early season
opener and a later season Founder's Day. Also on
the currently proposed calendar are two short 3
weekend only Series races before and after Turn-
back. Look it over and send in any comments. And
don't forget to check the Board Meeting agenda
regularly for new items, including the Long Range
Planning Comm ittee appointment for 20Ol .

Another big ticket item is the Annual membership
Meeting on Thursday, November 30. This is the
meeting where the membership must have a quorum
to elect the 2007 Officers. There is also several By-
law updates being proposed for approval at this
meeting. A quorum requires 25% of the membership
so if you can't attend the meeting in person (or are
unsure if you can), please go ahead and fill out and
submit your proxy. One was mailed to you if you are
a voting member, it is posted on the website and we
have hardcopies in the office. Help us make the quo-
rum!

Eric Nelson, Vice Commodore

VC NewS By Eric Nelson

Annual

W;:
7t3O p.m.

baunts! Proxies are available at the A
A:YC website. A quorum is needed'"{oi

l"officrrs for 2007 and proposed revisions to

Memoroble AYC Leukernio Cup moments... courageous

Bay Peterson at the top of the mast on Linda McDavitt's J-22 inspect-
ing the spinnaker halyard (Photo courtesy of Renee Ruais and crew).

2006 Racing Schedule

November 5 Fall Series #6 (1:30 FWS)

November 5 Junior Fall Series #6

November 11 Wild Turkey Regatta

January 1, '07 Red Eye Regatta (1:30 FWS)

AYC Uocomino Non-Rocino Events
Keel Handicap Fleet, Handicap Committee
Open 7:30 p.m. Clubhouse)
Sunfish Annual Dinner (7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.)

AYC Board Meeting (7:30 p.m. Clubhouse)
Jr. Roadrunners GiftWrapping Party(6 p.m.)

Annual AYC Membership Meeting
(7:30 p.m.)

AYC Annual Banquet
(6:00 p.m., Hills of Lakeway Country CIub)
Jr. Roadrunners Work Party (9 a.m.)
Annual AYC Children's Holiday Party (10-2)
Catalina 22 Fleet Christmas Party
(6:00 p.m.)
J-24 Fleet Annual Meeting and Holiday
Party (5:00 p.m.)

November 2

November 14
November 16
November 29
November 30

December 2

December 9

December 9

December 9

December 16
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Sail Troining News By Johannes Brinkmann

Even as the 2006 sailing season
begins to wind down, there's great
stuff happening for sail training. At
its October meeting, the AYC Board
approved a plan to retire the aging
club Sunfish fleet and acquire four
Laser Picos and six Lasers. The

Pico will serve as a transition boat from the Optimist
to Lasers and FJ's. The Lasers will have three rig
sizes to accommodate different weight and skill lev-
els. Shortly after the Board's decision, Robert Den-
nison donated a very nice used Laser to the training
program. Thank you, Robert! With the addition of
the premier single hand racing boat to our training
fleet, I expect we'll be seeing a much more active
AYC presence at future TSA events.

l'm thrilled that Linda McDavitt is our nominee for
next year's Sail Training Commander. l'm looking
forward to assisting Linda with the transition and to a
very successful training program in20A7.

Johannes Brinkmann, Sail Training Commander

Rocing Tips By scott Young

This article is the first in a series
that will appear each month of-
fering advice and strategy for
getting around the race course.

The topic for this month is...

The Start

ln the sport of sailboat racing, the start is clearly the
most important aspect of the race. The start generally
separates the men from the boys (or women from the
girls) and hopefully YOU from the rest of the fleet.
Those who position themselves with clear air, good
speed and put their boat at the favored end of the
starting line greatly improves their chances for a suc-
cessful race.

Let's begin with the process of determining which end
of the line is favored for your start. Your strategy will
be much different on a Wednesday night Laser or
Sunfish start as compared with the start of the Melges
24 Worlds. Many times, on long starting lines accom-
modating 50 boats or more, a decision on where to
start must be made very early into the starting se-
quence simply because there is not enough time to
sail to the other end of the line if you change your

(Continued on Page 11)

Roce Commonder NewS By Larry Rariin

As I sit here, the last race of the AYC
2006 racing season has been com-
pleted. I want to extend my thanks to
all the volunteers who gave up their
own time on the water in order to do
RC. lt takes the effort of many peo-

ple to make the racing season a success and, as usual,
the members of this club, their crew and friends, were
more than willing to step up to the plate.

The Leukemia Cup was held on October 14th and 15th

and was a great success both on and off the water. The
wind was from the east and the water was low but the
racing was good despite these obstacles. I want to thank
all the folks who came out to help with RC duties. Run-
ning two lines took a lot of people and a lot of effort. First
I want to thank Bob Leonard, Tommy Gairloff, Bobby
Crouch and Brad Davis. These four not only showed
up to help but they brought their personal power boats to
use as RC boats. Brad Davis, a new member, stepped
in to do PRO for the J22 circuit using his own boat as the
committee boat. The RC volunteers included: Franz Da-
mien, James Wilsford, Bob Jones, Terry Reitz,
Tommy Gairloff, Roy Crouse, Mike Kilpatrick, Linda
Jackson, Gary Liddy, Leslie Stranahan, Sarah Baker,
Dave Speed, John Mandell, Chris Bataille and Robbie
Nelson. I know l've missed a couple of names and
apologize for that but my thanks go out to everyone who
helped with the Leukemia Cup Regatta.

The last racing event of the year will be the Wild Turkey
on 11111. The Wild Turkey is sponsored by the Keel
Fleet and is one of the really fun events of our season.
Everyone come out and finish up the year with the Keel
Fleet.

Bad news: Jim Johnstone, has gotten a new job and
will not be able to continue as the RC Scoring Coordina-
tor. Jim has done an outstanding job as the Scoring Co-
ordinator, bringing many new people into the scoring
process and scoring many events himself. His efforts on
scoring have led to consistent and accurate scores being
entered and posted in a timely manner. Jim will be
sorely missed.

HELP!I!!!! WE NEED A NEW SCORING COORDINA-
TOR....IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS THANK-
LESS AND TIME CONSUMING TASK PLEASE CON-
TACT ME OR RAVI SUBRAMANIAN AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE.

This will be my last TellTale article as Race Commander.
I have enjoyed my time on the board and have found it to
be not only fun but personally rewarding to serve the club
in this capacity. Look for me out on the course next year.
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C-22 Fleet News Bv John Grzinich

Alex Ferrier,
Ken Whiteside,
and Wade Bin-
gaman proudly
show off their 1't
place Leukemia
Cup trophy.

The Catalina 22 is into fall series spinnaker racing, and

we participated in the first Leukemia Cup held on Lake

Travis and AYC.

During the weekend of October 15 and 16 the Austin
Yacht Club held it's first ever Leukemia Cup regatta in

place of the traditional Governor's Cup regatta that has

a long history at our club. Fleet 69 was very proud to

have enough boats registered to run as one of the one
design fleets, along with Melges 24's, J24's, and J22's.
Fleet 69 also contributed to the regatta race committee,
with Bob Jones, Roy Crouse, and Chris Bataille
working all weekend to support 2 race courses. Even

though we only had 5 boats racing, it was a very com-
petiti-ve C22fleet, with racers that all had fleet 1't place

trophies, and some with top previous top ten nationals
finishes. We had some competing regattas in other
parts of Texas that kept the traveling boats from attend-
ing. The forecast for the weekend was rain, and Sunday
was supposed to be a perfect storm with 2 lows collid-
ing. The weatherman was wrong, we had excellent sail-
ing allweekend, completing 3 races on Saturday, plus 2
more on Sunday morning. Winds were in 5 to 15 knot
range. Overcast skies made the temperature very com-
fortable. Wade Bingaman sailing Dry Heave, with crew
Ken Whiteside, and Alex Ferrier dominated, winning 3
races, and took home the first place trophy. Winning the
2nd place trophy with 2 first place finishes was Johan-
nes Brinkman on Sfnngs Attached, sailing with crew
Tom Peel, wife Liza on Saturday, and son Patrick on

Sunday. Johannes also had a very notable honor, he
was one the top sailor donation collectors bringing in

over $2500 for the Leukemia Society. ln third place was
Ted Owens sailing Mojo, who sailed with crew Steve
Barnick and Neil Jones. Sailing Bebop-a-Lula, I

barely made 4th place sailing with crew Ryan Kucera,
and Joe Wilhelmy. We were always in the hunt and not
far behind, but after typical late chicken starts, I could
not catch or pass these guys who never seemed to
make a mistake I could capitalize on. However, the Be-

bop-a-Lula team did a great job pulling in over $1100
in Leukemia donations from friends and co-workers at

IBM and Keller-Williams Realty. Peter Broberg sailed

Paradox with his dad Harlan, and Gary Devin. Peter
could not sail on Sunday, and for that he won the bonus

bottle of wine. On Saturday evening lhe C22 racers,

crew, friends, and families tinisfreO off the 1't day of rac-
ing consuming much Lasagna at the ltalian dinner. After
the last races on Sunday C22 racers and crew ended

up with great hamburgers followed by the trophy pres-

entations. l'm already starting dialog with the regional

commodore so next year we can work the C22 Texas

calendar in order get some out of town C22's to partici-

pate.

Leukemia Society director Jane Sierra, and regatta chair Claudia
Barlleft present the C22 ld place trophy to Patrick and Johannes

Brinkman, with crew Tom Peel (Photo Above).

The Leukemia Cup BeboP-a'
Lula crew, Joe Wilhelmy, Ryan
Kucera, and John Grzinich
(Photo Left).

Ted Owen and Steve Barnick
sailed Mojo with Neil Jones in the
Leukemia Cup (Photo Right).

As I write this newsletter, the fall series standings after
4 days of B races has Wade Bingaman fully recovered
from broken halyard problems he had in earlier races. A
series of bullets and help 'from 2 throwouts has Wade
taking over 1't place. Five other boats are close behind,
only 6 points separating the top 6 boats with 4 races to
go in the series. Johannes Brinkman is keeping the

(Continued on Next Page)
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Membership News By Danny Lien

A. Approval of Probationarv/
Reinstated/UTIST Mem bers :

Ryan Harden, age 24, has been ap-
proved as a Young Adult Member.
Ryan has been active for many years at

AYC and other venues in Optis, Lasers and J24s. Wel-
come, Ryan!

Gary Devin has been accepted as an Associate Mem-
ber. He crews often for Peter Broberg as an active
C22 Sailor and stated it was time to contribute to AYC.
He is sponsored by Wade Bingaman, Peter Broberg
and John Grzinich.

Mark Salih has been accepted as a Senior Member.
Mark has the distinction of wtnning the first Easter La-
ser Regatta among other sailing honors. He is currently
active in the J22 fleet. Mark's references are Fred
Schroth, Scott Young, Matt Romberg, John Moran,
and Doug Kern.

Gene "Rick" Smith is moving back to Austin and
bringing a new 1O-meter 'Flying Tige/ A-fleet boat.
(Rick is up for reinstatement as he resigned previously
in good standing and will not be subject to a probation-
ary year.)

The UTIST Roster for 2006-07 was submitted through
our Sailing Director and currently has 20 prospective
members.

B. Members' Status Chanqes:

Nancy Boulmay requested resignation, as she "did not

In Memoriom

AYC expresses sincere condolences to

the fomily ond friends of
AYC Senror Member

John McBride

who possed owoy on October5,20A6

complete her probationary requirements".

Otto "Hobie" Caldwell requested resignation.

E.L. Taylor requested resignation.

Richard Runde requested resignation.

John McBride, Senior Member, passed away suddenly this
past month.

Peter Broberg has upgraded his Associate Membership to
Senior Member.

C. Membership Class Totals:

MEMBERSHIP TOTALS September
EOM

ADD SUB Octo-
berEOM

Senior 346 .1 5 344

"Honorary 7 7

.Life Member 21 21

Associate lb 15

Young Adult o 1 I
Junior Student Member 22 22

UTIST Member '16 20 tb 20

-Leave of Absence U 0

Non-Resident 8 8

Ol' Salt 10 Year 10 10

Ol'Salt 30 Year td 18

Total Non-Paying Members 46 46

Total Paying Members 42s 428

Total Members 471 474
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AYC Post Commodores Porty
By Steve Vaughan

Since the establishment of the Austin
Sailing Club (aka Austin Yacht Club)
in the early 1950's, AYC has been led
by a continuous stream of Commo-
dores who have devoted lots of time,
energy and leadership talent to AYC.
The large majority of these individuals

remain members and occasionally flex their leadership
genes to call a party for fun amusement and discus-
sions of past and present activities at the club. One of
these occasional parties was held at AYC on October
28 and included many of the Past Commodores (PC's)
whose service ranged from the 1960's to the present.

The party plan was to do a little sailing on Ensigns ar-
ranged by Danny Lien (our newest PC), but the best
laid plans of mice and PC's often go awry, in this case
the otherwise beautiful sunny day was compromised by
a lack of wind. The sailing was limited but the iron wind
preformed well and a motor cruise around the expand-
ing Travis shore line was enjoyed by Mac Mclntyre,
Doug Laws and Danny Lien. Thanks to Randolph
Bertin for providing his Ensign and skipper services.

Undaunted by the lack of wind, the party continued on
shore with beer, wine and notable stories such as Ed
Halter's latest wood working projects including restora-
tion of his original orange Thistle, Big Bruiser, the dis-
masting of Steve Vaughan's RED, Glaude Welles'
lalest Wild Hare circuit successes, Clift Price's Officer
of the Day experiment, Tom Romberg's nomination for
the AYC 2007 Board of Directors, Ray Shull's permit-
ting process for AYC cove excavation and Ray Lott's
latest Berlin Airlift reunion in Albuquerque. ln addition,
a brief review of the most notable accomplishments at
AYC in 2006 kept the conversation lively although inter-
rupted occasionally by excitement in the UT game play-
ing on the TV.

The party ended with grilled burgers and pot luck
dishes and a great time was had by all with promises of
leadership genes flexing their party instincts again next
year.

Commodo?e... (Continued from Page 1)

quet and Awards. Please remember to
complete your proxy's. I look forward
to seeing you at the Banquet on De-
cember 2nd and all the kids at the
Christmas Party on December 9th.

Paul Ballett

I -24 Fleet. -. 1'Continued from Page 5)

on Saturday, December'16th at SPM. As usual, we will
be putting on a great event. Our small planning commit-
tee will be meeting this week to iron out all the details,
but please go ahead and put it down on your calendar.
It might also be a good time to start looking for that per-
fect "gift" to exchange in the white elephant.

lmportant Fleet Business: As most of you know, I

have proudly been your fleet captain for the past 2
years. During this time I have been EXTREMELY fortu-
nate to have Eric Nelson and Robbie Nelson in the
scenes behind me helping everything run smoothly. I

am sure most of you are aware that they both contrlbute
to the fleet, but l'm not sure if you realize just how much
they have contributed over the years. This year, Eric
will the AYC commodore and Robbie has graciously
volunteered to be the AYC social chair. What does this
mean you ask? lt means that neither of them will have
the time or opportunity to help nearly as much as they
have in years past.

I have given a lot of thought to this, and I have decided
to make some changes to the way our Fleet has been
managed in the past. First of all, I will continue on as a
fleet captain... .well a co-captain that is. David Kenyon,
one of our more active members this year, has stepped
up and volunteered to be a co-captain with me and
share in the responsibilities. As I have been doing this
for the past two years, I have the experience and know
how of how the fleet should be run, but I will need the
help to keep things going. David will be a great addition
to the fleet bringing in new ideas and fresh energy. In
addition to David's and my leadership, the fleet will still
need more help spreading the load next year.

I am planning on us forming two committees to plan and
execute our major events next year. The first commit-
tee will be a social committee for planning out our vari-
ous post race socials, the Fajita and Margarita party and
our Annual Christmas party. The second committee will
be a circuit planning committee. This one will obviously
be for planning all the various aspects of our circuit stop
next May. Many of you have volunteered in the past
with both of these aspects in a more lnformal role, but
moving fonvard I will want to make it a little more official.
Having talked to various members of the fleet, I have
already gotten several volunteers for both committees,
but I still need some more. lf you have any interest in
helping out with either aspect, please contact me at
tom@bevobus.com or you can feel free to call me at
(512)695-2403.

Thank you all,
Tom Lappin, Fleet Captain Jl24 Fleet2l
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Ensign Fleet News By Randolph Bertin

Fall Series Finale

Before coming to the conclu-
sion, let us go back to where
things stood last month.
Through the first half of the
Fall Series, the Ensign fleet
managed to complete two
races (having no wind, race
committee, and finally a fine

day of racing). Though the Liens were in good shape
with a couple of firsts, there was still time and opportu-
nity for other sailors to sail their way into contention.

Who needs a spinnaker? (Or crew for that matter?)

On October B, Tom Groll at last returned his boat to
the water after being out for a few months largely on
account of the trip to Nationals in Cleveland. He was
just leaving the cove when the warning signal for the
Ensign fleet was sounded. And he had forgotten to
pack his spinnaker. lt seemed he forgot his crew as
well, as no one else was on board. Not an auspicious
start in his return to action. After getting to the line 4
1/2 minutes late, though, he managed to sail along a
small band of wind that carried both Fesfina Lente
(who had wallowed for a few minutes behind the start-
ing line after the gun) and him up near to the windward
mark where Chaparral and the Flying Dutchman
were becalmed, waiting impatientlyfor a little breeze to
arrive and get them back down wind before the others
caught up with them. Fesfina Lente managed to catch
them at about the mark, but drifted into the buoy while
trying to get around with no headway after tacking.

Tom managed to pull ahead of Randolph who spent
several minutes trying to turn around in no wind. Down
wind, the four boat fleet split with Frans heading out-
side the pin (and falling astern when the wind gave out
on that side of the course), Danny out front and
Randolph behind going outside the committee boat,
and Tom going close to the Western shore. The faint
breeze faltered yet again. This time, when the wind
returned it had backed about 130 degrees, and was
now coming out of the East-Northeast. Unfortunately
for Randolph, the breeze filled in with a circular pat-
tern, so that boats ahead, and to either side all got
moving while he had to sit cursing his fate (and poor
sailing to that point in the race) for what seemed like
an eternity, but what was in any case a doomed sev-
eral minutes. Danny, Frans, and Tom in that order,
and in relatively close succession, sailed to the lee-
ward mark, which was now upwind. lt was a parade to
finish. Danny and Norma Lien and Carolyn Wilsford

thus continued their string of firsts with another bullet.

The second race was delayed for a considerable time
so that boats could finish and a new course be laid out
given the radical alteration of the prevailing wind direc-
tion. Eventually we did get started on another W1, and
it was a pretty chaotic start too, as the RC decided to
move things along by having the Ensign fleet sail with
the Catalina 22s and Centerboard boats.

Our four boat fleet now worked toward Cypress cove,
with Danny, Tom and Randolph all getting to the
windward mark near the same time, and Frans (sailing
with Karel at the helm) just a little behind. Unfortu-
nately, as Fesfina Lente rounded the mark third, a
fairly substantial motor boat wake tossed the boat
against the mark, making two fouls in two consecutive
races (not a particularly good day). At least this time
there was enough breeze to get them through a 360.
Meanwhile, Tom Groll, sailing alone and without a

spinnaker, pulled out front of Chaparral. After round-
ing the leeward mark and heading up wind, Chaparral
tacked to starboard to look for an opportunity to retake
the lead. Unfortunately, they were headed on their new
tack, and Tom went on for a solid win.

Meanwhile, Frans and his father were gaining on
Randolph and crew who couldn't decide what the best
strategy would be to hold them off. Obviously, they
didn't make the right decision, because for the second
week in a row, the Flying Dutchman edged out Fes-
tina Lente in a dead heat at the finish.

Leukemia Cup and other news

The Ensign fleet did not have a big presence at the
event. ln fact, there was just one Ensign signed up
(plus Jonathan Baker sailing on another boat). Chap-
arral, dominating of late, came out to compete in the
fall regatta, and finished 2nd overall in their class, be-
ing continually frustrated by the South Coast 21 Blue
Bel/ which they just couldn't quite seem to catch.

On the same weekend we were wrapping up the Fall
series, Will Hawk was competing at Wurstfest and
won his windsurfing class with all firsts and one sec-
ond. Congratulations Will!

Final Series of 2006 Comes to an End

Sunday, October 29, was as fine a day as one could
ask for. A cool morning with a cloudless calm gave
way to afternoon temperatures in the mid 70s with
breezes typically running 12-18 knots out of the south-
east. lt was truly a day to be enjoyed aboard a sail-
boat, racing on Lake Travis. Five Ensign's worth of
sailors came out to do just that. And while we all had
an opportunity to enjoy the fine sailing, some of us
enjoyed it a little more than the rest of us. In particular,
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Ensign Fleet.. . (Continued from Pase B)

Team Lien enjoyed it the most, picking up two more
firsts in the series, and wrapping up the final title'
Danny and Beka Lien were joined by Carolyn Wils-
ford and new AYC member Eliot Bray aboard Chap'
arral. Tom Groll, sailing with long time South Coast
sailor Pat Fagen, had a pretty good day on the water
as well, finishing 2nd in both races. James Wilsford,
Frans Dahmen, and Randolph Bertin and their re-
spective crews mostly got to enjoy the sailing. Perhaps
the most excitement on the water came during the
start sequence for the second race as just about the
whole of our five boat fleet converged near the com-
mittee boat in the final 30 seconds.

Norma Lien took time out from sailing to prepare a

TERRIFIC after race meal (spicy chopped beef sand-
wiches and tasty black bean and corn salad) for the
final Ensign social of the year. After a wonderful day
on the water, we were all able to enjoy a wonderful
late afternoon on shore with some fine food. Thank
you, Norma!

And so, with one race day remaining, 810 was well out
in front, with 578 either in a near dead heat with 588
for 2nd, or with 1068 for 3rd, depending upon how
many dropped scores would be taken into account.

On Sunday, November 5th, four Ensigns (Wilsford,
Dahmen, Bertin, and Lien) came out to join the rest
of a pretty meager fleet of AYC boats for the final se-
ries race of 2006. After a brief postponement, the se-
quence of rolling starts was under way. Before the En-
sign start, however, Chaparralwas involved in a foul
of sorts. A white duck swam up to leeward of them.
Although the overlap was achieved from astern, the
duck should have been free to come up to head to
wind. But Danny didn't get out of the way, and made
contact with the duck as it tried to come up in front of
the bow of 810. Randolph raised a 3rd party protest,
but dropped it upon further reflection that perhaps the
duck was technically under power, and so would have
to give way to the boat under sail.

When the Ensign start finally came, it came with a dy-
ing breeze and a big shift to the left, so that now we
were all moving more or less parallel to the line, trying
to get enough speed to tack to port and get across the
Iine. Eventually all boats made it across, though a few
minutes late. Frans and Karel aboard the Flying
Dutchman got the best of it and moved out front, but
ended up sailing into even less breeze toward the
right, allowing Chapparal to move into first (a position
in which they have spent quite a bit of time this series).
It was painful trying to get around the mark, and not
much better going down wind. The boats spread out a

fair bit, with the Liens getting well out front. By this
point, the white duck was now coming back down wind
towards Festina Lente, where they were hoping to get
a little push by riding on the wave of the duck's stern
wake, but the duck was too fast and easily glided
ahead. Finally, about 3/4 of the way down, the wind
began to fill again, and on the final windward leg,

things started to bunch up again near the front. But it
wasn't enough to change the order of finish, with
Danny Lien and co. once again taking the top spot,

and Frans and Karel second.

The wind was now about as good as it had been all

afternoon (5-B knots), but with the Liens withdrawing,
and Esmeralda giving input to RC that they weren't all
that keen on having another race, RC decided to call it
quits for the Ensigns. And that officially ended our fleet
racing for the year. Randolph and his crew, though,
wanted to sail again, as did Karel and Frans, so they
decided to follow in behind the centerboard start. Al-
though Festina Lente got a head start, it wasn't
enough to hold back the hard charging Flying Dutch'
man with Karel at the helm. Both boats rounded the
windward mark one after the other, and Frans had
some difficulty getting up the chute, allowing
Randolph to gain a temporary lead, but downwind it
was all 588 as they cruised to an easy victory over
1068 in what was the last (unofficial) race of the year.

ln the Fall Series final standings, 810 blew away the
rest of the fleet, having won so many races that they
were throwing out a bullet. And by virtue of finishing
one place ahead of Randolph in just about every race
(whether by less than half a boat length, as in three
races, or much more as in three others), Frans
claimed the second spot. The surprise winner on the
day was Tom Groll, who didn't even sail, as he was
out helping establish a healthy wildlife population on
some country acreage. The combination of circum-
stances that led to the fleet competing in only a single
race, meant that Tom would only have one DNC for
the day, rather than two, but also, having one race
brought us up to seven races total, which meant we
would now have two scores dropped. So, on the
strength of his fine sailing in the four races he did com-
plete, Tom finished in third place overall. On the
whole, it was an enjoyable afternoon, and on that note
the season came to an end.

Randolph Bertin

Hoppy Thonksgiving!

Page I lli



AYC Boot is First to Finish ot 20th

Horvest Moon Regatto By steve Piche

Abandoned Assefs, an F-31 one design trimaran
owned by Jim Van Fleet, AYC senior member, was the
first multi-hull boat to finish the 20th annual Harvest
Moon Regatta. The regatta was held October 4th-7th.

Harvest Moon is a 150 NM off-shore race from Galves-
ton, Texas to Port Aransas, Texas. This year's race
attracted more than 200 boats of which 16 were multi-
hulls. The race was conducted in light to moderate
conditions.

"We got off to a good start and stayed near the shore"
said skipper Jim Van Fleet. He continued, "When a
southerly shift occurred around sunset, we were well
positioned allowing us to pass all boats except a couple
of the large monohulls. As the wind freshened during
the evening, we were able to jump past the final boats
on a broad reach. We finished at 10:21 am approxi-
mately 35 minutes in front of the second place boat,
Blue Moon, a new F-35C trimaran."

At the awards ceremony, the Mayor of Port Aransas,
Claude Brown, awarded the Mayor's Cup to the Aban-
doned Assets team. The Mayor's Cup is awarded to
the first multihull to finish. Joining Jim on the boat were
Steve Piche, AYC Senior Member, Aaron McCulley
and MichaelYost, all of Austin, Texas.

This was the second major flrst to finish award for
Abandoned Assefs in the past year. ln February,
Abandoned Assefs set the multihull coarse record in

the annual Miami to Nassau race.

Foll Series Overoll Roce Results

One Design Class-Catalina 22

1. Brinkman, J., 2. Bingaman, W., 3. Grzinich, J.
One Design CIass-J24

1 . Broadway, D.,2. Gamble, D., 3. Reynolds, N.

One Design CIass-J22

1. Mitchell, B.,2. McDavitt, L.,3. Hammet, D.

One Design Class-Ensign

1. Lien, D.,2. Dahmen, F.,3. Groll, T.

One Design Class-SC21

1. Shull, R.,2. Musselman.,3. Wilson, D.

PHRF A Class

1. Welles, C.,2. Szekelyhid,3. Meyers, R.

PHRF Class (Non-Spinnaker Division)

1. Ehlers, S., 2. Galloway, D., 3. Griffith, G.

PHRF B Class (PHRF B Division)

1. Chambers, M.,2. Maddalozzo,3. Laws, D.

CBHC
'1 . Dekeyser,D.,2. Jones, N.,3. Loehlin, J.

Beachcats

1. Bettler, P., 2. McCully, A., 3. Tapley, C.

Leukemio Cup Regotta Race Results

One Design Class-Catalina 22

1. Bingaman,W.,2. Brinkman, J.,3. Owens, T.

One Design Class-J24
'1 . Gamble, D.,2. Ballett, P.,3. Lane, B.

One Design Class-J22

1. Flynn, T., 2. Bartlett, J., 3. Salih, M.

One Design Class-Melges

1. Kern, J.,2. Bryan, M.,3. Mayo, M.

PHRF A Class

1. Welles, C., 2. Schull, R., 3. Chambers, M.

PHRF Class (Non-Spinnaker Division)

1. Gohn, V., 2. Ceraldi, R., 3. Boggus, W.

PHRF B Class (PHRF B Division)

1. Cockle, J.,2. Lien, D.,3. Lewis, D.

CBHC

1. Wesson, S.,2. Powers, R.,3. Kleinman, D.

Multi-hull

1. Howard, J.,2. Stevens, R.,3. Buck, P.
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RoCing Tips. . . (Continued from Page 3)

mind. I have seen starting lines that take over 5 min-
utes to sail from one end to the other and this time can
be delayed even further by light wind and chopped up
air and water from the fleet.

With a long starting line, a decision can be made using
the following inputs: the compass angle of the line rela-
tive to the wind direction; weather forecast (i.e. knowl-
edge that a persistent shift will occur); a visual inspec-
tion of the wind velocity up the course; current and tide
changes; or based on experience from prior regattas or
races at the venue. To add further to the confusion, it is
even possible to have different wind directions and ve-
locity at opposite ends of long starting lines!

To determine the favored end of the line, I first start by
taking a compass bearing sailing down the line on star-
board tack. I try to line up the committee boat starting
flag with my rudder and the leeward pin with the bow of
my boat. When I feel like I am on the line, I take a com-
pass heading. Once I know the heading, I add 90 de-
grees to the number. For example, if the starting line
bearing is 90 degrees, by adding 90 more, I know the
Iine is square to a wind direction of 180 degrees. Once
I know my target headto-wind, I head the boat into the
wind to determine the actual wind direction. ln this ex-
ample, if I get a compass heading when head to wind of
165 degrees, I will know immediately that the leeward
end of the starting line has a 15 degree advantage.
Conversely, if my heading is 195, lwill know that the
windward end of the line is favored by 15 degrees.

Usually, in most major regattas, the race committee
does a pretty good job of squaring the starting line to
the wind. Assuming they have done their job properly,
neither end should be particularly favored but it is al-
ways a good idea to test using this method. The other
variable affecting this process is the shifting of the wind.
On one head-to-wind shot, you might get a reading of
180. Five minutes later, you might get a heading of
165. What do you do?

Most sailing venues, especially Lake Travis, the wind
will oscillate through a range of wind readings, many
times as much as 30-40 degrees. With this being the
challenge, the key is to try and guess what phase the
wind will be in when you start. Depending on how
quickly the winds shifts are filtering through, the favored
end of the line can radically change in the last minute
before the start.

What are clues to look for when trying to figure out what
phase you will be in at the start? One way is to do a
little pre-race homework. This includes taking several
head to wind readings and trying to gauge how fre-

quently the shifts are coming through. I Iike to look up
the race course for streaks or puffs of wind and to try to
establish a visual pattern in my mind as to how the wind
is coming down the race course. I also like to watch
other boats upwind to try and figure out whether they
are headed or lifted relative to my upwind angle closer
to the starting line. lt is usually better to use racing
boats for this but you can tell a lot by even watching
cruising boats up the course.

As a rule of thumb, the shorter the starting line, the less
advantage there is to being at the absolute favored end
of the line. Try putting yourself in a position to be able
to tack on the first headed wind shift or conversely, the
ability to hold your starboard tack off of the line if you
are lifted. On Lake Travis, my goal is to try and visual-
ize where I want to be 5 minutes after the start and then
figure out the optimum way to get to that place. Many
times, that strategy involves being able to tack to port
tack quickly after the start. With this philosophy, to start
at the absolute leeward end involves risk. Unless your
start is so good that you can force your competition on
your hip to tack off (or better yet, immediately tack and
cross the fleet), the risk is that you can get pinned by
the boats on your weather quarter and have to sail
through the first shift that comes through.

Assuming I have reached a decision on which end I

want to fight for with a couple of minutes to go, I often
don't make the final decision on where exactly on the
line I want to be until the last 30-45 seconds before the
start. I will often reserve my decision on the exact loca-
tion on the line until I can figure out what my closest
competitors plan to do. lf I feel the boats around me
don't have the same starting skills, I will be a little more
aggressive in fighting for the absolute pin or committee
boat end.

My favorite approach is to come in on port tack near the
pin with about 30-45 seconds to go. lf I think the ap-
proaching starboard pack of boats is a little late, I will
sail right up to them and do a slow tack on to starboard,
and once I have completed my tack, I will hold the
boats up to weather for as long as I can.

lf successful, I will have carved out enough room to lee-
ward to allow myself to bear off and gain speed for a
good start without compressing myself so far down the
line that I have to radically shoot the boat up at the pin
end.

ln doing this maneuver, you have to be careful not to
allow any boats to bear off and go to leeward of you.
You have to be constantly looking back at boats that
are sailing fast down the line behind you. lf I see some-
one coming, I quickly try to analyze what this person's
capabilities and motivations are. lf they have the skills

(Continued on Page 12)



RoCing TipS. .. (Continued from Page 11)

to challenge me for the pin, I will bear off hard before
they have overlapped me to leeward and try and force
their course back above mine. lf they continue to lee-
ward of me, I will try to force them as low as I can within
the rules, and then sharply luff my boat up to weather to
try and create a gap between the boats. If I do my job
right, even if they get the pin, I will have enough room
to leeward of me to be able to survive. Hopefully, they
will be forced to point so high to make it to the pin that
they won't have the speed to pinch me off and I might
be able to roll over them at the starting gun.

Once the gun has gone off, my first thought is "what do
I have to do get myself in a position to tack"? The first
weapon in your arsenal is to do your best to "pinch off'
the boats on your immediate hip. By forcing boats to

tack away to port early, you free up your options and
you also create "blockers" on port tack should you de-
cide to tack just to weather of them.

I also try to assess during those first few minutes, which
tack is the best tack to be on. I have seen people many
times make the mistake of immediately tacking to port
as soon as they think they can cross the fleet. This is
the proper strategy if you are headed on starboard tack
because you will be then lifted on port and in phase
with the oscillations. However, if you are lifted on star-
board, keep going and wait for the shift. Don't be so
enamored with your good start that you hit the panic
button and try to cross everyone immediately, only then
to sail out of phase with the wind shifts.

lf I am clearly headed on starboard tack at the start, I

will try and tack immediately, even if it means ducking a
few boats. On Lake Travis, staying in phase with the
wind shifts is paramount. lf I am tacking on the favored
tack, I will immediately be making ground on the boats
that I have ducked and at the next crossing when I am
on starboard tack, I should have gained.

Starting at the weather end of the line requires a slightly
different strategy. I like to approach the committee boat
on port tack (similar to the leeward end approach). ln
this case though, if the windward end of the line is fa-
vored, there will be a lot of traffic to weave through. lf I

plan things right, I like to tack to starboard with about 30
seconds to go, just shy of the lay-line to the port rear
corner of the committee boat when sheeted in to close
hauled. Sailing towards the starting line trimmed to
close hauled is much preferred as opposed to reaching
into the line because you have much better control of
your speed. lf you are sailing too fast, the tendency will
be to sail down into the boats below you and risk being
pushed over the line or losing the hole you created.
With this approach, the risk of being caught "barging" is

also minimized. The key to this starting technique (as
is always the goal) is to have a hole below you to be
able to bear off into and accelerate off of the starting
line.

Many sailors are their own worst enemies in that they
work to carve out a good hole on the line and in the fi-
nal seconds before the start, the anxiety of being over-
early becomes so great that bear off and sail down into
the hole that they so carefully worked to create. The
top starters develop a feel for how far off the line they
are and keep their gap on the line free until the last pos-
sible moment. When they do bear off for speed, they
are able to keep their air clear to leeward and are able
to work hard to force the boats on their hip to tack off.

When you start near the committee boat, your assump-
tion for this decision is often based on the feeling that
the wind is in the right phase. With this being the case,
a bad start will result in having to tack immediately to
keep your air clear. Two bad things happen in this sce-
nario. One is that you are immediately out of phase
with the wind shifts from the beginning. The second is

that you get forced to have to play the right side of the
course which significantly reduces your options and
flexibility.

There are some venues like Corpus Christi where the
right will usually pay once the sea breeze has come in.

ln this case, starting at the committee boat end and
tacking immediately can be a good strategy in your ef-
fort to get to the right side of the course. Even on Lake
Travis, there are benefits to being one of the first boats
to tack right, especially in a southerly breeze. The geo-
graphic bend in the wind can lift a port tack boat along
the west shoreline heading towards the damn. lf the
wind is from the proper (generally from the Southeast)
direction, the bend in the wind created by the shoreline
can lift the lowest boat along the shore while the boats
in the center of the lake tend to get headed down to-
wards the leeward boats near the shoreline.

To summarize, the best start on Lake Travis is the one
that allows you to get on or stay on the tack that takes
you closest to the weather mark as soon after the start
as possible. All other decisions should be predicated
on that basic strategy. Getting in phase with the wind
immediately after the start will usually take you in the
direction on the race course that you want to go.

Next month, I will focus on the first weather leg of the
race.

Scott Young is the winner of the 2006 U.S. Men's National Champion-
ship and the 2006 Mallory Cup. This is his fifth time winning this title,
three as skipper and two as crew. Other National Championship titles
held include the 1975 U.S. Junior Doublehanded Championship (Bemis
Trophy) and the'!976 U.S. Junior Singlehanded Championship
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Austin Yocht Club

Annuol

Chi ld?en's Holidoy
Porty

Come celebrate the seoson!

Bobby Cordell Mogic Show

Visit frorn Sonta

Arts & Crafts

Sweets & Punch
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P{actice Dates: ,",,..1,

iilat;; Please email Laura at laura@austinyachctub org if /py
are attending-- if she doesn't receive emails she s golng ta as-
s.rme ils too cold for everyone. Laura is in the office frtirn
11:AA-12:30 on Sundays. so she can receive emails up until

PJease meet at the Sail Training Pavilion at all of these Sun-

$clEidule:

l{Svember 5 Last Fall Series

Wurstfest Regatta at Lake Canyon
Yacht Club

Sail Practice (2:00 p.m.)
Sail Practice (2:00 p.m.)
Board Meeting and Sail Practice
(2:00 p.m.)
Sail Practice (2:00 p.m.)
Sail Practice (2:00 p.m.)

ffig

Conqratulations!

To Will Hawk for winning the
Junior Windsurfing Fleet at
Wurstfest!!!

:'r;:. ;' Race #6 (1:30 p.m.)

lilovember 4-5

N+v6mber 12

N.bvember 19
Dbcember 3

December 10
DecemberlT

NO Practice Dec 24- Christmas Weekend and
ItO Practice on Nov 26-Thanksgiving Weekend!

rli"af t -
1\,.'r l'

Mark your colendors ...

you won't wont to miss this
yecrr's Annuol Bonquet!

Soturday, Decemb er ?nd

The Hills Country Club

Lokewoy

This year's theme is "Red Skies at Night ...
Sailors'Delight" 

I -€
Show your love of sailing by wearing li i,;rl:l

There will be mingling, talking, and carrying on
for the first hour, a delicious buffet dinner,

awards show, and thrilling live entertainment
and dancing !!

Space is going to be limited ... do not wait until
the last minute ... Ask your parents to make

your reservations NOW l!
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Tsoitboat shoP
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512-266-1895

www.bartlettsails'com
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Rick SPencer

Powerboatsa
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